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U.N, inspectors travel to north Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R.) — Three international oil experts left 
Baghdad for northern Iraq on Tuesday to inspect the 
country s oil facilities for possible implementation of a 
delayed oil-for-food deal with the United Nations 
Wolde Araraar, spokesman for Iraq’s U.N. coordinator! 
said the experts ended on Monday a three-day inspec- 
tion of Iraq’s southern Mina Al Bakr oil terminal, check- 
ing its metering equipment and facilities to see whether 
they can handle oil exports. The terminal, with a total 
export capacity of more than one million barrels per day 
(bpd). sustained heavy damage during the 1991 Gulf 
war. The Iraqis say they have repaired the facility. “They 
(experts) are a fact finding mission.. .they are travelling 
to the nonh today (Tuesday). They will go to Beiji oil 
complex and then they proceed to Zakho tracing the 
Iraqi-Turkish oil pipeline.” Mr. Ammar told Reuters. 
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KDP can ‘prove’ Iran’s support tor PUK 

ANKARA iRi — An Iraqi Kurdish militia Tuesday 
again accused a rival group ul receiving miliUffs support 
from Iran, on the eve of V S.-hrokercd peace talks to end 
Kunlish fighting in northern Iraq.The Kurdistan Democrat- 
ic Part)' (KDPl said in a statement that it had evidence of 
Iranian forces fighting alongside die rival Patriotic union of 
Kurdistan (PUKi.Tlic statement cairieJ pthMocopics of 
what Masood Biirzaiu's KDP ^aid were identity cards taken 
from die bodies of i\\ ,< Iranian soldiers killed in a clash near 
the strategic Dukan l)am on Oct. 2U.Thc PL’K wax not 
immediately available lor cuniinent but budi it and Tehran 
have denied previous KDP ciioiges of miliiaiy coopera- 
lion.Dclegations from the two Kurdish croups ;ire to meet 
in Ankara for peace negotiations mi Wednesday, diplomats 
said. U.S envoy Robert Pelletreau is to chair the talks al 
which Britain and Turkey will lake pan as observers. 
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fossilised forest 
under Gobi Desert 
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Israeli businessmen 
seek improved 
ties with Egypt 

TEL AVTV (R) — The pres- 
ident of Israel’s largest hold- 
ing concern has asked Egypt- 
ian ambassador to the Jewish 
state to arrange a meeting of 
Israeli and Egyptian business- 
men and Egyptian President 
Hosoi Mubarak in two weeks. 
Benjamin Gaon, president 
and chief executive of Koor 
Industries would like the 
meeting to be held during the 
upcoming Middle East eco- 
nomic conference in Cairo, 
Mr. Gaon's spokesman con- 
firmed. At a meeting last 
week of Israeli business lead- 
ers in preparation for the 
Cairo conference, Mr. Gaon 
told participants that one of 
the main tasks of the confer- 
ence would be to develop eco- 
nomic relations with Egypt. 
Mr. Gaon said that even 
though Israel has had peace 
with Egypt for over a decade, 
die two countries have failed 
to achieve close economic ties 
despite initiatives from both 
sides. He said he believes the 
personal involvement of 
Egyptian leaders would 
encourage both Israeli and 
Egyptian businessmen to fos- 
\ , ter economic ties. 

-J 


Beijing sets 
Rat-Ki'lins Day 

i’.t' 

j.j i 3>- 

' !' j forlec Ni 




Day 

: ■■KJcia & 

■ ,'Ul 

...^ iiJ um 


- Jt. 




Ayatollah meets 
Vatican official 

ROME (AFP) — Iranian 
Ayatollah Mohammad 
Emami Kachani, who is on an 
unofficial visit to Rome, met 
with Vatican Secretary of 
State Monsignor Angelo 
Sodano, diplomatic sources 
f said Tuesday. The talks Mom 
day between the two senior 
dignitaries were focused on 
ties between the Muslim and 
Christian communities and 
were “constructive," a 
spokesman for the Iranian 
embassy to the Vatican said. 
Ayatollah Emami Kachani, a 
! senior Shiite religious digni- 
tary, has been in Rome since 
L Oct. 17 and was expected to 
r , Ohmptt **0 return to Tehran later Tuesday, 

“t-* (C <J *fehe spokesman said. 

,l V 1:3 Israeli held in 
Taba with LSD 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Israeli 
has been arrested in the 
Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
Taba for possession of 660 
tabs of LSD, the official 
Egyptian news agency 
MENA said Tuesday. Dab an 
Simoa, 33, an employee of 
the Sonesta Hotel in Eilat, the 
neighbouring Israeli port, 
allegedly admitted planning 
to sell the hallucinogenic drug 
to tourists in the Sinai, 
MENA said. It did not give 
the date of his arrest. The head 
of the Egyptian anti-narcotics 
squad. General Mohammad 
Shaarawi. said the arrest “'is 
part of our department’s plan 
to track down people coining 
from outside the country, 
especially from Israel." to sell 
drugs in Egypt. The penalties 
for drug trafficking in Egypt 
range from life imprisonment 
<with hard labour to death. 

Mauritanian rewarded 
for bravery 

SAINT-DEE, France (AFP) — 
An unemployed Mauritanian 
was rewarded for saving a 
drunken homeless man from 
drowning after other vagrants 
pushed him into the River 
Meurthe in eastern France. 
Sail Diam, 44, was awarded 
the bronze medal of the 
Carnegie Foundation at a cer- 
emony here on Monday. Mr. 
Diam, who has been unem- 
ployed for several years, was 
also given a cheque for 2.000 
francs ($400). On June 19 of 
last year Mr. Diam saw three 
drunken homeless men argu- 
’ ing by the riverside. One of 
them, who was crippled, fell 
to the ground and one of his 
' ^ companions pushed him into 
• frihe river. Mr. Diam immedi- 
ately dived into tire river to 
rescue the drowning man. 

I “My wife and children wil 1 be 

so happy," said Mr. Diam, 
whose famil y lives in Mauri- 
tania. 
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King stresses importance to 
EU role in peace process as 
complementary to U.S. effort 

HM returns home after Sharm Al Sheikh summit 
with President Mubarak on Israeli-Palestinian talks 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak on Tuesday 
emphasised the importance 
of a European role in the 
Middle East peace process 
and in efforts to revitalise 
Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions. 

“I think Europe has an 
important role to play 
because it’s close to our 
region and is interested in 
restarting the peace 
process," the King said at a 
joint news conference with 
Mr. Mubarak after three 
hours of talks at the Egypt- 
ian Red Sea resort of Sharm 
Al Sheikh. 

"Europe is not seeking a 
role that would contradict 
that of the United States 
but one that would be com- 
' plemeniary." he said. 

In Cairo, the Arab League 
welcomed the naming of a 
European Union (EU) spe- 
cial envoy to the Middle 
East for the first time. 


Spanish Ambassador to 
Israel Miguel Angel 
Moratinos was appointed 
on Monday. 

Mr. Moratinos said on 
Tuesday he aimed to act as 
a political go-between, pro- 
vide economic aid ami calm 
a heated atmosphere rather 
than push a French bid for 
an EU seat at peace talks. 

“I believe one sits around 
the negotiating table only 
when one is invited to do so 
by all the parties," Mr. 
Moratinos told a Radio 
France International inter- 
view. 

“I believe that the role of 
the union is not so much to 
sit at a table os to transmit 
political messages and 
show one's economic and 
financial availability,” he 
added. 

He was replying to a 
question whether he would 
relay France's position — 
that Europe should sit 
alongside the United States 
in peace talks — when he 
began his mission. 

In Sharm Al Sheikh, Mr. 
Mubarak said that "the 


European efforts could bol- 
ster the Americans in 
restoring peace in the 
region." 

"We are still proceeding 
with an exchange of views 
in the hope that Israel will 
respect what’s already been 
concluded” with the Pales- 
tinians, so as to encourage 
the other parties concerned 
to "participate in peace 
talks” with the Jewish state, 
Mr. Mubarak said, refer- 
ring to Syria and Lebanon. 

He said Israel’s failure to 
implement its peace agree- 
ments with the Palestinians 
made the Arabs “lose confi- 
dence" in the peace 
process. 

King Hussein, who 
returned home later Tues- 
day after the summit, said 
that the Arabs "were still 
waiting for the full imple- 
mentation" of these accords 
by Israel because “a com- 
mitment to implement them 
isn't enough." 

•The King • and Mr. 
Mubarak said they rejected 
any partitioning of Iraq or 
any foreign intervention in 


Iraqi affairs. They stressed 
the need to alleviate the 
suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

During their meeting, the 
two leaders had a phone 
call with United Arab Emi- 
rates Sheikh President 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan and were assured 
on his good health. They 
reviewed with Sheikh 
Zayed views on issues of 
common concern. 

The King told reporters 
that the Washington sum- 
mit was neither a failure 
nor a success, but “the par- 
ties to the summit agreed to 
a full implementation of all 
agreements between Lhe 
Palestinians and Israelis." 

In reply to a question on 
Jordanian participation in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa economic confer- 
ence in Cairo, the King said 
that the summit would be 
held as scheduled, and that 
all Jordanian parties con- 
cerned would take active 
part. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Negotiators at work despite 
absence of Arafat and Ross 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators 
tried to get talks on Israel's 
troop pullout from Hebron 
back on track Tuesday, 
despite the absence of 
Yasser Arafat and President 
Bill Clinton's special 
envoy. 

Officials from the two 
sides met Tuesday after- 
noon in Tel Aviv to discuss 
security issues holding up 
the withdrawal. 

In Hebron. Jewish set- 
tlers shouting “his is our 
home” pushed and shoved 
two Arafat aides as they 
toured the city centre 
Tuesday. Israeli police 
escorted the two Palestini- 
ans away from the area. 

Three weeks of U.S.-bro- 
kered talks on Hebron, the 
last West Bank city under 
Israeli control, broke down 

(Continued on page 7) 


Clashes erupt after funeral 
of 10-year-old slain by settler 

HUS AN (Agencies) — Israeli troops used rubber bul- 
lets and tear-gas to disperse protests which erupted after 
the funeral Tuesday of a 10-year-old Palestinian boy 
who witnesses said was beaten to death by a Jewish set- 
tler. 

One person was reported wounded by a rubber bullet 
after the clashes erupted when about 100 people 
blocked roads and began stoning soldiers after the 
funeral for Hilmi Shusha. 

Scores of Israeli troops deployed to break up the 
protests and imposed a curfew on this town of 5,000 
located west of Bethlehem. No arrests were reported. 

Shusha died Sunday from head injuries after being 
kicked in the head and beaten by the chief of security 
from a small nearby Jewish settlement, Hadar Bella. 

The suspect, Nahum Kurraan, was detained Sunday 
but denied during a remand hearing Tuesday that he had 
struck the child in the bead. 

Kurman initially told police he went ro Husan after 
Israeli cars were stoned by youths nearby and that 
Shusha fell and hit his head on a stone when he tried to 

(Continued on page 7) 




Israel flexes muscles on Golan, 
plays down Syrian movements 


TEL AVIV ( Agencies) — 
Israel staged a military 
exercise with tanks and 
infantry troops in the Golan 
Heights on Tuesday as 
Israeli government officials 
played down reports of new 
Syrian troop movements. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz 
reponed Tuesday that in 
recent weeks, U.S. spy 
satellites have detected 
unusual movements of Syr- 
ian units that operate sur- 
face-to-surface Scud mis- 
siles. The daily said the 
report was carried by the 
Lebanese newspaper Al 
Massira, and was later con- 
firmed independently by 
other sources. 

Israel’s minister of public 
security, Avigdor Kahalani, 
said Tuesday he doubted 
Syria would make any 
moves that could be inter- 
preted as threatening 


Israelis, and that it was 
more likely Syria hoped to 
extract political conces- 
sions from Israel. 

“1 assume that Syria will 
not start attacking civilian 
populations because they 
don’t want us to do it to 
them.” Mr. Kahalani said 
on Israel Radio. 

However, he added that 
Israel was prepared for any 
event. “If we have to 
respond, we will respond," 
Mr. Kahalani said. 

In the Golan, the strategic 
plateau Israel seized from 
Syria in the 1967 war, 
Israeli tanks and infantry 
troops staged a military 
exercise Tuesday. 

Soldiers wearing rain 
gear and camouflage hel- 
mets ran through mud and 
fog alongside tanks in a 
rain soaked field. Some car- 
ried sniper rifles and mortar 


launchers. 

“The brigade is ready for 
all kinds of missions," said 
an Israeli commander. 
Major General Uzi Dayan. 
“I am not looking for war 
and I am not foreseeing 
any war. We are just train- 
ing here in order to be 
ready for any mission.” 

Gen. Dayan said the drill 
was planned a year ago. and 
that it was coincidence the 
exercise was being held at a 
time of such tension with 
Syria. 

Israeli officials said this 
week they were preparing 
for the possibility that Syria 
could launch a limited war 
with Israel in order to pres- 
sure for more conciliatory 
Israeli positions in dead- 
locked peace talks. 

Syria accused Israel of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Assad, 

Primakov 

discuss 

peace 

process 

DAM ASCIIS (AFP) — 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov discussed 
the stalled Middle East peace 
process with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad here Tues- 
day, a Syrian spokesman 
said. 

They also discussed the 
current situation in the region 
generally, spokesman Jibran 
Kourieh said, adding that Mr. 
Primakov said he was “satis- 
fied” with his talks Monday 
with Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa. 

The two foreign ministers 
discussed “the future of the 
peace process in light of 
Israeli positions hostile to a 
just and comprehensive 
peace based on the principle 
of trading land-for-peace,” a 
Syrian official said. 

After the meeting with Mr. 
Assad, Mr. Primakov left 
Damascus for Beirut, the sec- 
ond stop on his week-long 
tour of the region as part of 
efforts to restore Moscow's 
role in the Middle East peace 
process. He will then travel 
to Israel, the Palestinian terri- 
tories, Egypt and Jordan. 

Mr. Primakov, who arrived 
in Damascus Monday, has 
said Russia "os a co-sponsor 
of the peace process” wants 
to play “a more dynamic role 
in effons aimed ai pushing 
forward” peace talks. 

Syrian official newspaper, 
Tishrin, praised Russia’s role 
in the Middle East as “con- 
structive” and stressed “the 
importance that Syria 
accords to an active” Russian 
role. 

Although Moscow official- 
ly remains a co-sponsor of 
the peace process launched in 
Madrid, its influence in the 
Middle East has largely evap- 
orated since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. 



His Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in Sharm Al 
Sheikh on Tuesday (Petra photo) 

Crown Prince moots idea of one 
political umbrella for small, 

medium-sized moderate states 

Havel hails Prince Hassan s visit to 
Prague as ‘ historically significant’ 


Special from Prague 

HRH CROWN Prince Has- 
san 's ongoing visit to 
Prague and his talks with 
Czech leaders were hailed 
as “hislorically significant" 
by President Vaclav Havel 
yesterday, "since the Crown 
Prince is the first Jordanian 
leader to make a trip here 
and this visit will open the 
doori’ for exchange at the 
heads-of-state level next 
year. 

At the end of their first 
round of talks, held at the 
presidential palace. Presi- 
dent Havel said the Czech 
Republic highly appreciated 
the policies of Jordan "as a 
stable country in a volatile 
region of the world." 

“I repeated (to the Crown 
Prince) a cordial invitation 

(Continued on page 7) 


Czech leader to visit Jordan in April; 
Czechs want boosted economic ties 

CZECH PRESIDENT Havel is expected to pay an 
pfficial visit to Jordan next April. No fixed date has 
been set, but the visit will be part of a tour in the 
region, which will take him to Israel and the Palestin- 
ian territories. The president has visited only two Arab 
countries since he took office in 1989 — Egypt in 
1992 and Kuwait (for a few hours) in 1994. 

He, however, visited Israel earlier, in 1990. Before 
Crown Prince Hassan arrived here on Monday, only 
two Arab leaders visited Prague since the eommunis’t 
rule was toppled in I9S9. They are Palestinian leader 
Yasser .Arafat and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 

The Jordan Times has also learned that a Czech busi- 
ness delegation will arrive in Amman in December to 
explore avenues for joint investment. 

President Havel told the Crown Prince Tuesday that 
there were qualified national companies which were 
willing to work in Jordan and the Middle East. The 
prime minister, and Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Continued on page 7) 


5 Bahrainis killed, 25 injured in 
accident on Azraq- Amman road 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Five 
Bahrainis were killed and 
25 others injured in a road 
crash on the way back from 
a Shiite Muslim pilgrimage 
to Syria when their bus was 
hit by a speeding refrigera- 
tor truck Tuesday, the Civil 
Defence Department (CDD) 
said. 

The noon smash-up 
occurred on the main 
Azraq- Amman road near 
Shweir army camp. 

The Kuwait-registered 
refrigerated truck rammed 
the Bahraini-licensed bus 
as it tried to overtake, a 
CDD report said. Both dri- 
vers escaped unhurt, but the 
truck driver, identified as 
Fahd Ben Jiris but whose 
nationality was not given, 
fled the scene after the acci- 
dent 


The CDD report said the 
injured were rushed to the 
Zarqa Government Hospital 
and the Prince Hxsheni 
Military Hospital. 

The report said that 
among the injured was a 
child and all the bus passen- 
gers injured in the accident 
were of Bahraini nationality 
except for a woman who has 
Syrian nationality. 

Civil defence personnel 
on the scene of the accident 
told Jordan Television that 
the refrigerator truck 
ploughed into the rear of the 
bus when its driver was try- 
ing to overtake the bus, 
which was also speeding at 
100 kilometres per hour 
(kph). The speed limit on 
the road is 80 kph. the offi- 
cers said. 


Bahrain’s Charge d’ Af- 
faires in Amman Abdullah 
Al Ansari and Zarqa 
Governor Eid Qaiarneh vis- 
ited the injured in hospital 
and wished them speedy 
recovery. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra. 
Mr. .Ansari expressed his 
government's appreciation 
to the Jordanian government 
for the speedy service* und 
the medical treatment 
accorded to the injured. 

Laier on Monday, Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kubariti. upon directives 
from His Majesty King 
Hussein, visited the injured 
in hospital to wish them 
speedy recovery. Mr. Kubar- 
iti was accompanied by 
police chief Nusouh Muhei- 
ddin. 


Arab Bank Managed a Dual Currency Syndicated Loan for 
Jordan Mobile Telephone Service Co. Ltd. 

A DUAL currency syndicated loan agreement in the amount ofJD(tO) million and 5(4.25) 
million for Jordan Mobile Telephone Service Co. Lid. was signed at Arab Sank head 
office/Shmeisani. 

Present in the signing ceremony were the representatives of the participating banks, and 
the borrower. 

The loan will be utilised by the borrower to finance the investment cost of completing the 
Mobile Telephone network to coverall areas of Jordan ti me end of 1998 with a total cost 
estimated at $(85) million. This loan will be parallel in its security with another loan the 
company has obtained from the International Finance Corporation (IFC) in the amount of 
$(15) million . It represents, with its innovative structure, an important addition to the 
Jordanian Capital Market which recently witnessed some important developments. 

This loan will help fulfil one of the significant infrastructure projects of the communications 
sector which Jordan endeavours to develop with the active participation of the private 
sector, as the borrower is fully owned by the private sector with the participation of an 
international strategic partner (i.e. Motorola Inc). 

The loan which is managed by Arab Bank includes the following participating banks in 
addition to Arab Bank, the Housing Bank. Citibank N.A'Amman, Union Bank for Savinas 
and Investment, ANZ Grindlays. British Bank of the Middle East, Social Security 
Corporation, Jordan Investment and Finance Bank, A SC Jet Jar, and Export and Finance 
Bank. 
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Qatar emir names 
brother as premier 


DOHA (R) — Qatar's emir on Tuesday named 
his younger brother as prime minister and asked 
him to form a new government. 

Officials and diplomats expect the new cabi- 
net to introduce changes to the running of the 
energy industry in the oil and gas-rich state. 

“His Royal Highness Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa A1 Thani today issued a decree appoint- 
ing Sheikh Abdullah Ben Khalifa A1 Thani as 
prime minister and asked him to form his new 
cabinet,” a senior palace official told Reuters. 

Western-educated Sheikh Abdullah, the cur- 
rent deputy prime minister and interior minister 
is expected to announce the cabinet within a few 
days, he added. 

The official Qatar News Agency (QNA) car- 
ried the text of the decree, which said the 
appointment takes effect immediately. 

The emir had held the post of prime minister 
since he ousted his father. Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Hamad A1 Thani, in June. 1995. Sheikh Abdul- 
lah played a role in the coup. 

The emir last week named his third son. 
Sheikh Jassim Ben Hamad Ben Khalifa AJ 
Thani, 18, as crown prince. 

Officials and diplomats said the reshuffle was 
expected to introduce changes, including abol- 
ishing the oil ministry and setting up a supreme 
energy council to be headed by the emir. 

The emir last week, in a step towards restruc- 
turing the government by separating royal pow- 
ers from those of the cabinet, issued a decree 
redefining his powers and jurisdiction as execu- 
tive head of state. He also redefined the role of 
prime minister and cabinet as senior executive 
organs of government. 

Under a provisional constitution in force since 
1971, the emir acted as his own prime minister. 
Ministers were appointed and Fired at his sole 
discretion. 

Last week's decree separated the prime minis- 
ter's office and the royal court or emiri diwan. 
Ministers will be appointed at the recommenda- 
tion of the prime minister. It rules that the cabi- 
net will be collectively responsible to the emir 
for implementing the general policy of the state. 

Officials and diplomats said the changes are 
prompted by the need to give adequate repre- 
sentation to different sections of the ruling Af 
Thani family, which constitutes the largest sin- 


gle chunk of the native population of around 
120 . 000 . 

Qatar is a small oil exporter whose native pop- 
ulation is among the world’s richest with gross 
national product of $22,000 each. Some 440.000 
foreigners, mostly from the Indian subcontinent 
and Iran, work in Qatar. 

Qatar's oil reserves are overshadowed by its 
natural gas deposits which are exceeded only by 
those of Russia and Iran. 

London welcomes reconciliation 

Britain welcomed the recent reconciliation 
between Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thani 
and bis father, whom he had deposed in a blood- 
less coup last year. Britain's defence secretary 
said. 

“Britain welcomes the understanding between 
his highness the emir and his father, the former 
emir.” Michael Portillo told reporters at the end 
of a two-day visit to Qatar. 

The Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad Al Thani. is 
expected to return home soon following the rec- 
onciliation. which ended a bitter stand-off with- 
in the ruling family. The present emir’s govern- 
ment has accused Sheikh Khalifa, who current- 
ly lives in self-imposed exile in London, of mis- 
appropriating billions of dollars in missing 
funds from the treasury during his rule. 

The government has now said that it will drop 
all legal claims filed in eight courts worldwide 
against the former emir in return for an assur- 
ance to settle the accounts. 

Britain offers security proposal 

Mr. Portillo also said Monday he had offered a 
comprehensive Gulf security proposal to Qatar. 

“We offered a security proposal to Qatar 
because it is clear that Qatar is trying to play a 
full part in the security of this region.” Mr. Por- 
tillo said. He did not disclose any details of the 
proposal or how it would function. 

“Britain remains very much interested in secu- 
rity and defence matters in the Gulf and Qatar is 
expected to play an important role," he told 
reporters. 

Diplomats said Mr. Portillo's offer was part of 
a British bid to find a fresh foothold in lower 
Gulf states from where it voluntarily withdrew 
in 1970. 
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EU envoy hopes to see 
Mideast peace by 2000 


MADRID (R) — The Euro- 
pean Union’s new Middle 
East envoy said on Monday 
he hopes to help the region 
begin the 2 1st century in 
peace. 

Miguel Angel Moratinos, 
in an interview with 
Spain’s Radio five, said he 
had received word of his 
appointment but did not yet 
know the terms of refer- 
ence. 

“I will try with the help of 
all European countries... to 
see to it that this region can 
Jive in peace and prosperity 
at the beginning of the 21st 
century,” Mr. Moratinos 
said 

Foreign ministers of the 
15-member European 
Union, appointed Mr. 
Moratinos, Spain’s ambas- 
sador to Israel, to represent 
them in the Middle East 
peace process. 

“I imagine my mandate 
will be to try to contribute 
as one European voice to 
bringing the positions of 
the parties closer together 
and to try to contribute to 
the negotiations staying on 
course and concluding hap- 
pily,” he said 

Despite violence last 
month and a stalemate in 
talks, Mr. Moratinos said 
the Middle East had seen 
harder times. 

“It's not easy but I think 
there were much more dif- 
ficult and complicated 
moments in the Middle 


East. We have to keep this 
in historical perspective. ' 

“It is not a cause for pes- 
sism. It is a moment of 
pause and of hope,” Mr. 
Moratinos added. 

The ambassador recalled 
the “cold autumn” five 
years ago when Israel, 
Syria, Jordan and Palestini- 
ans first sat down al a land- 
mark conference in Madrid. 

“It’s not as cloudy as 
Mien the conference in 
Madrid started.JLooking 
back, it is impressive whai 
has been achieved” 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat is due to visit Spain 
in two days to commemo- 
rate five years since the 
October 3l’ Madrid confer- 
ence. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, also 
invited to come “on or 
around” the anniversary, , 
has not said whether he will - 
come. 

Asked if hardliner Mr. 
Netanyahu's election had 
set back the peace process, 
Mr. Moratinos replied that 
Israel had made a democra- 
tic choice to change the 
pace of the process under 
the slogan “peace with 
security.” 

“All of us want this peace 
to advance precisely in 
order to reinforce the secu- 
rity of all the parties and all 
the countries involved in 
the peace process.” he said. 


CAPTTVE TALEBAN: An injured Taleban fighter stands with others at a pris- 
oner-of-war camp set up by ousted Afghan government military commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood in Borak village in the Panjsher Valley (Reuters photo) 


Threats postpone U.S. 
ceremony in Kuwait 


Washington optimistic about Hebron negotiations 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies! — U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
remains confident that the 
Israeli -Palestinian talks on 
Hebron will succeed. State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said on 
Monday. 

Mr. Bums said the united 
states has obtained from the 
Israelis and the Palestinians 
“a renewed commitment” 
to stay at the bargaining 
table until they succeed. 

The two parties have 
made “significant progress” 
since last week, he said. “In 
fact, they've made progress 
on most of the major issues 
but not ail.” 

Mr. Bums said the negoti- 
ations would continue “at a 
lower level” as long as 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat is visiting Europe. 

“It may take a week, or 
two, or three, or four more 
to get to the next step, 
which is complete agree- 
ment," he said. 

He ruled our any possibil- 
ity that the outcome of next 
week’s presidential election 


will change U.S. policy in 
the Middle East. 

“The American policy is 
not going to change on 
November 6th from 
November 5th or Novem- 
ber 4th,” he said. “We don't 
want to encourage anyone 
to think that” 

He said he was not aware 
of Israeli reports that the 
Palestinians had raised last- 
minute objections to agree- 
ments reached with Israel 
concerning the redeploy- 
ment of the Israeli army in 
Hebron. 

Asked about the Euro- 
pean Union’s (EU’s) deci- 
sion to appoint a special 
Middle East envoy to mon- 
itor the peace process, he 
repeated that the United 
States is the only intermedi- 
ary accepted by both sides, 
and that it would continue 
to be the indispensable 
country. 

Finally, concerning Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov's trip to 
the Middle East, Mr. Bums 
said the United States was 
not opposed to a visit by a 


representative of a country 
that is a partner in the peace 
process. 

Mr. Primakov arrived 
Monday in Syria at the start 
of the trip which is aimed at 
reviving the peace process 
— and Russia's own role in 

iL 

Mr. Primakov, who has 
extensive experience of the 
Arab World, was to travel 
on from Damascus to 
Lebanon. Egypt. Israel, the 
autonomous Palestinian ter- 
ritories and Jordan. 
Dismissing suggestions that 
the Israeli-Palestinian talks 
had collapsed. Mr. Bums 
said U.S. Envoy Dennis 
Ross, who was returning to 
Washington on Monday, 
was likely to go back to the 
Middle East in some days 
to resume mediation. 

Some Israeli officials 
suggested Mr. Arafat was 
staffing the talks by 
embarking on Monday on a 
European tour. Israel's 
ambassador to Washington 
said Mr. Arafat had rejected 
a plea by Mr. Ross to call 
off the trip. 


Mr. Bums would not con- 
firm that Mr. Ross had 
made such a request. 

But he said: “I think it’s 
.wrong, and I think it's also 
just noLconsistent with the 
facts to point at Chairman 
Arafat and say: ‘he’s the 
guy holding these talks up' 
or 'had he stayed these talks 
would have succeeded 
today or tomorrow .*' 

“I would just look at both 
of them < Israeli s and 
Palestinians) and say 
they’re both responsible, 
and they're only going to 
get an agreement when 
both of them cross the line 
together.” he said. 

“At some point. I would 
think shortly, Dennis will 
be going back to the 
region.” he added. “We 
believe — collectively and 
individually — that this 
agreement’s going to be 
made, and we're not pan- 
icking.” 

The U.S. spokesman's 
assessment differed sharply 
from thai offered earlier by 
Israeli ambassador Eliahu 
Ben Elissar. who said Israel 


had expected to wrap up the 
deal early on Monday only 
to find that the Palestinians 
had “reopened” several 
issues. 

Mr. Bums said he was not 
aware that either side had 
sought to reopen agreed 
issues in the last 24 hours. 
“I don't think anyone’s 
hardening their position,” 
he said, adding that he 
believed agreement was 
“very close.” 

Mr. Bums agreed with 
Mr. Ben Elissar on one 
point, that there would be 
little point in the Palestini- 
ans waiting until after the 
U.S. Presidential elections 
— as some Israeli officials 
say they are — in hope of 
winning a better deal. 

“We don't want to 
encourage anyone to think 
that the day following an 
election, should President 
Clinton be victorious, 
American foreign policy is 
going to fundamentally 
change.” Mr. Bums reaf- 
firmed. 


RPG fired 
in Kuwaiti 
celebration 

KUWAfr;.(Rj;.f- . TCu/aiti 
men celebrated a' ’regional 
soccer victory into the early 
hours of Tuesday with some 
fans reported to have fired 
bullets and a rocket-pro- 
pelled grenade (RPG) in the 
air. Al Rai Al Aam daily said 

One fan fired a shoulder- 
held RPG while others 
sprayed the sky with bullets 
from assault rifles to cele- 
brate Kuwait's 2-1 win over 
Qatar on Monday night in the 
Gulf Arab slates' annual soc- 
cer championship. 

It did not say if anyone was 
injured or arrested in those 
incidents. But several traffic 
accidents were seen on main 
roads as thousands of 
Kuwaitis took to the streets 
waving the national flag and 
dancing on top of their vehi- 
cles. Despite a programme to 
collect weapons and ammu- 
nition after the 1991 Gulf 
war. some Kuwaitis still 
have supplies left by retreat- 
ing Iraqi troops. 


KUWAIT (AP) — The U.S. 
embassy on Monday post- 
poned the dedication of a 
monument to Americans 
killed in the Gulf war 
because of reported threats 
to American interests in 
Kuwait 

The postponement fol- 
lowed a travel advisory, 
issued Sunday from Wash- 
ington by j£e‘ 'U.S; 'Stale 
Department urging U.S. 
citizens in Kuwait to “exer- 
cise particular caution” 
over the next several days 
due to "reports of threats to 
American interests” in the 
emirate. 

The monument listing 
the names of the 386 U.S. 
Gulf war dead, was com- 
missioned by the American 
women's league, a club for 
U.S. citizens in KuwaiL 

No alternative date was 
given for its dedication. 

Apparently, the casualty 
figure chosen for the monu- 
ment included both combat 
and non-combat deaths 
among U.S. Soldiers during 
Desert Shield and Desen 
Storm. 

The Florida-based U.S. 
Central Command lists 146 
Americans killed in action 
and 227 non-battle U.S. 
fatalities during the con- 
flict. a total of 373 dead. 

It was not immediately 


clear why the figure on the ’ 
monument was different, 
and league members were 
not available to explain the 
discrepancy. 

There are about 5,000 
U.S. military personnel and 
8.000 American civilians in 
oil-rich KuwaiL 

Neither ( the U.S. embassy 
spokeswoman nor the State 
Department spokeswomah 
wbpld comment 'on die 
nature of the threats or how 
they were reported. 

The embassy spokes- 
woman. who refused to be 
identified, said the mission 
and “installations where 
there are large numbers of 
American military” have 
taken “extra security pre- 
cautions.” He did not elab- 
orate. j. 

The travel advisory cau-* 
tioned U.S. citizens in 
Kuwait to vary their routes 
and schedules, be alert to 
surveillance mid “unusual 
and overly inquisitive per- 
sons or callers.” 

It also had urged Ameri- 
cans to beware of unex- 
pected visitors or packages, 
and take time to inspect 
vehicles for signs of tam- 
pering. 

“Park in secure, well-lit 
areas.” the advisory said, 
“avoid actions that might 
draw attention to yourself. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Muppet Show 

14:30 The Bold and the Beau- 
tiful 

15:00 Pyramide 

15:30 Serie — Les 

Compagnons de L’ Adventure 
16:00 Doc. — Earth Revealed 

16:30 Blizzard Island 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 The Adventures 

17:30 Kelly 

18:00 Ushuaia 






19:15. 

Magazine — Sports 

Et Musique 

19:30 . 

News Headlines 

19:35 . 


20:00. 

...Super Stars of Action 

20:30 . 


21:10 . 


22:00. 



_ Hart to Hart 

23:59 ..Comedy — Who is 
the Boss? 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:28... 


05:46 .. 


11:29 .. 


14:25... 

16:53... 

Maghreb 

18:11... 



CHURCHES 
SL Mary of Nazareth- 
Church Sweifieh. Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International 
Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 II 295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly but remaining 
below average by 4-5 degrees 
centigrade. Skies will be part- 
ly 

winds northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Amman 10/19 


Aqaba 15/27 

Deserts 9/20 

Jordan Valley 14/25 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 15. Aqaba 26 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 85 per 
cent. Aqaba 53 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
numbers 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Issam Astnar 

890504 

Dr.NidalAs’ad 751672 

Dr. Khaldouo Kloub 

..716715 

Dr. Os amah Al Hnsseini 847289 

Firas pharmacy 66 1912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...S902SQ 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukfa pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

AJ Quds pharmacy I — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Nabii Safarini 90 1 322 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
j£p£jfc>'£)efence Department* 

^66T*fn ” ' 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 


Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis - 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
5321X1 

HOSPITALS 
AMMAN: . . 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khaiidi Maternity. 644281/6 
A kfleh Maternity. 64244 1 12 


Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Mai has, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisanl 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen777 101/3 

Al- Bashir, _....775 111/26 

Army, Marks S9161I/I5 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)98673 2 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02) 272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02 .>247 100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 


INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department ar the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other Oights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:35 — Laraaea (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

16:35 Frankfurt < RJ) 

16:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:50 ....Brussels. Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 London, Berlin (RJ) 

19:00 Rome (RJ) 

23:10 — Beirut (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

03:55 Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:00 ....Sanaa, Hudaidah (1Y) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:35 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 


12:40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:30 - Tunis (TU) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 Algiers (AH) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:00 ....Paris, Damascus ( AF) 

21:40 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:20 .. -Lamaca (C Y ) 

22:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

23:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
08:30 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

10:30 Rome (RJ) 

10:40 Berlin. London (RJ) 

H:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

H:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

19:30 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

20:05 ...Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

21 ; 15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:25 Calcutta, Bangkok(RJ) 
Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:45 Beirut 

(ME) 

Cairo (MS) 

11:00 ..Hudaidah. Sanaa GY) 

J? :0 ° Jeddah (SV) 

13:30. Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (GF) 


13:50 Beirut, Abu Dhabi, 

Karachi 

14:30 .Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

10:2° Shariqah (AH) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:10 -Lamaca ICY) 

23:55 ...Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Marka (RW) 

SO** 50 Aqaba (RW) 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg 

Apple. — 700/500 

Banana. 550/550 

Banana (import ed).......J£G/650 

Cabbage 100/60 

Cam*- - -.250/160 

Cauliflower 250/180 

Cucumber (large) 160/120 

Cucumber (small) ..... -.280/180 

EggplanL •230/130 

Carte — .700/500 

Grapes .600/400 

Cuava — 500/450 

E 6 ™ 00 — — 380/220 

Marrow (large) 220/140 

Manow (small) 330/210 

Onion (green) 280/180 

Onion (dry) — 130/80 

Olive (green) — ..500/400 

Olive (black) 750/500 

Pear .600/400 ! 

Pepper (hot) 340/220 ' 

Pepper (sweet) ...380/240 ; 

l oato - * 330/210 

Spinach ...280/180 

String Bean. 460/320 

Tomato 290/190 







Home News 



Queen Noor distributes 
awards for children’s literature 


AMMAN (JX) — Seven 
. outstanding writers from 
Jordan and Syria Tuesday 
received the Queen Noor 
Annual Award for Chil- 
dren's Literature, presented 
by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, according to a 
Royal Court statement 
The Queen inaugurated 
the Children's Literary and 
Arts Exhibition saying that 
] the limited range of chil- 
dren's books and traditional 
educational systems are not 
; stimulating die full poten- 
tial of children’s inquisitive 
minds, quick perception 


and creative energies, 
adding that she touted an 
auxiliary method of reading 
to children daily outside of 
school. 

Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Culture Dr. 
Qassem Abu Ayn stated that 
the award's main aim is to 
enrich and diversify the 
Arab child’s library, whose 
lessons, once absorbed by 
the child, will never be for- 
gotten. 

Established in 1988 by 
the Noor A1 Hussein Foun- 
dation (NHF). this annual 
award encourages the pro- 
duction of quality Arab 


children's literature, includ- 
ing short stories, novels, 
poetry, plays, folk-tales and 
scientific works. 

According to the state- 
ment, this year over one 
hundred entries from 
Egypt. Syria, Iraq, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates. Tunisia. 
Morocco and Jordan were 
judged by a panel of distin- 
ugished Arab writers. 

Winning works will be 
published by the NHF. die 
statement said. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and his wife 
Fatina attended the awards' 
ceremony. 



Jordan and Israel plan Amman-Haifa air 
route, pledge to discuss transport issues 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
and Israel plan to increase 
flights between their capi- 
tals and add a Haifa- 
Amraan route targeting 
Arab Israeli passengers, 
Jordan's Minister of Trans- 
port Nasser AI Lawzi said 
on Monday. 

“A . recent meeting was 
held in which we discussed 
a memorandum of under- 
standing. launching two 
flights a week to Haifa (one 
for each airline) and adding 
an extra flight on the Ben 
Gurion (Tel Aviv)- Amman 
route." he told Reuters. 

Mr. Lawzi said the agree- 
ment reached in principle 
during talks two weeks ago 
was still subject to approval 
by both governments. 

Officials said Jordan had 
proposed the Haifa-Amman 
route to cash in on the 
potential of the large Arab 
minority in Israel, predomi- 
nantly in northern Israel 
around the Haifa area. 
Many have close family 
ties with Jordanians. 

Arab Israelis crossed into 
Jordan In large numbers 
after a peace accord 



JOINT JORDANIAN-ISRAELI TRANSPORT COMMITTEE HOLDS CON- 
FERENCE: A joint Jordanian-Israeli transport committee Tuesday met in Amman 
and discussed vehicle traffic between the two countries as well as land and water mer- 
chandise transportation. The Jordanian side was led by Secretary General Issa Ayy- 
oub and the Israeli side was headed by Ministry of Transport Director General 
Nahoul Lintal (Petra photo) 

between the two countries most preferred to take the and go by air. 

in 1994 ended a 46-year northern land route rather Royal Wings, a subsidiary' 

stale of belligerency. But than head south to Tel Aviv of national carrier Royal 


Jordanian (RJ), has flown 
five flights a week between 
Tel Aviv and Amman since 
April, in line with a joint 
transport accord signed last 
January. Israel's mainly 
domestic carrier Arkia 
operates another five flights 
a week. 

Under the accord, the two 
sides have pledged to 
review traffic and discuss 
increasing the frequency of 
flights and passenger traffic 
on their air route every six 
months. 

Mr. Lawzi said the Jor- 
danian-Israeli joint com- 
mittee set up to review 
progress in implementing 
die' accord would meet on 
Tuesday in Amman. 

The meetings, headed by 
transport undersecretaries, 
will look at other, transport 
issues. 

Public and tourist buses 
and private cars have start- 
ed to cross the border, but 
Jordar’ ns say bureaucratic 
hurrtr jnder the pretext 
01 .iy that delayed key 
cross-. K>rder trade, continue 
to hold back the flow of 
goods traffic. 


CDD 


Prime minister meets with contracting 


meets with 
Omanis 


CHARITY BAZAAR OPENS: HRH Princess Basma Aii inspects an artificial flower 
display at the opening of H umanitar ian Aid CInb bazaar (Petra photo) 

Princess Basma Ali opens 
Humanitarian Aid Club bazaar 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Deputising for Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, HRH Princess 
Basma Bint Ali Tuesday 
opened a charity bazaar 
organised at Al Hussein 
Youth City.' ' * 

Princess Basma inspected 
the various items on display 
which included embroi- 
deries, national costumes, 
silverware, scents, artificial 
flowers, food and home 
appliances. 

The items also included 
Dead Sea products, ceram- 
ics, furniture, oriental orna- 
ments, agricultural prod- 
ucts. educational aids and 


AMMAN (Petra) — A vis- 
iting delegation from the 
Athens Chambers of Indus- 
try and Commerce Tuesday 
called on Director General 
of the Investment Promo- 
tion Corporation Taleb 
Rifai. 

The Athens group is in 
Amman to discuss econom- 
ic cooperation with the 
Kingdom and trade busi- 
ness related exchanges. 

Discussions covered 
investment-related issues, 
descriptions of each coun- 
try’s private sector and 
investor incentives. 

Dr. Rifai addressed the 
delegation — comprised of 
major company representa- 
tives in fields as diverse as 
compilation of printing 
v. equipment, processing 
food and vendors of fu mi- 


children’s toys. 

The b azaar , organised by 
the Humanitarian Aid Club, 
is an annual event held usu- 
ally to raise donations for 
the needy and to' help 
underprivileged * Students 
with their tuition fees to 
colleges and universities, 
according to the club’s 
president, Dalai Etoum. 

Mrs. Etoum said that this 
year's proceeds will go to 
benefit projects carried out 
by Noor Al Hussein Foun- 
dation. 

She added that several 
charitable organisations 
assisted in providing items 


tore, medicines, plastics 
and construction materials 
— outlining the develop- 
ment of the investment cor- 
poration as well as its 
objectives. 

He stated that the govern- 
ment had introduced a 
package of measures 
intended to encourage for- 
eign investment. 

Dimitris Koftsoliovitis 
led the 15-member delega- 
tion which stated its inten- 
tion to conclude a protocol 
on economic and trade 
links with the heads of the 
Amman Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry during 
their Visit. 

Head of the Jordan 
Exports Development and 
Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration (JEDCO) 

Mohammad Halaiqah sub- 


for sale at the bazaar. 

She said that this year the 
club granted four scholar- 
ships to needy students to 
study at Jordanian 
universities and provided 
help to handicapped and 
orphaned children, as well 
as senior citizens' 'aii'd wid- 
ows. 

Present at the opening 
ceremony was Minister of 
Social Development 
Hamad Abu Jamous and 
Mrs. Inaam Mufti, Queen 
Noor’s advisor of social 
development, as well as the 
spouses of several diplo- 
mats posted to Jordan. 


sequently called on the vis- 
iting Greek delegation to 
discuss bilateral economic 
cooperation. 

The head of the Greek 
delegation expressed inter- 
est in promoting trade 
exchanges with Jordan and 
welcomed visit exchanges 
by business people from the 
two countries. 

Dr. Halaiqa maintained 
that Jordan strives to serve 
as a regional centre for 
investments and for the 
transit of goods to neigh- 
bouring countries. 

Among Jordan's exports 
to Greece are phosphate, 
potash, garments, textile 
products while the King- 
dom imports paper, timber 
and electric appliances 
from Greece. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) Director General 
Theeb Maani Tuesday 
met with an Omani Dele- 
gation to discuss civil 
defence cooperation 
between jhe two coun- 
tries. ; ’ ■ 

The.. Omani officials. 
Police Inspector General 
Mohammad Riyami and 
Head of the Omani Civil 
Defence Saif Al Ta'i were 
briefed regarding CDD 
operations and public ser- 
vices. 

They were later taken 
on a tour of the depart- 
ment’s centres where they 
met with civil defence 
staff and inspected equip- 
ment and facilities. 

The Omani officials 
expressed their country's 
willingness to promote 
civil defence cooperation 
with the Kingdom. 

Major General Maani 
presented the Omani offi- 
cials with CDD shields. 

The CDD also 

announced Tuesday that 
its crews were called to 
deal with 89 incidents in 
the past 24 hours. 

These incidents includ- 
ed first aid. rescue opera- 
tions and fue fighting 
incidents which caused a 
total of 30 injuries. 

In addition, the 

announcement said, an 
accident involving a 60- 
year old man, run over by 
a car in the Karak gover- 
norate. proved fatal and 
the man passed away in a 
treatment facility. 


• % 

Greek delegation visits Investment 
Promotion Corporation 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


PANEL PRESENTATION 

* “Jordanian Journalists Look at U.S. Elections" (Ara- 
bic) with the participation of Jordanian journalists at 

• the American Centre auditorium at 4:00 p.in, 

CONCERT 

* Spanish folkloric concert at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre at 8:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* Lecture by Mohammad Abu Zuraiq on tbe works of 
Mohammad Nasrallah at Da rat Al Funun. Jabal Weib- 

1 deb at 6:00 p.m. 

« EXHIBITIONS 

♦Exhibition of works by Zurich-based Jordanian artist 
Nabil Shehadeh at Darsi Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeb. 
Also displaying works by Jordanian artist Mohammad 
Nasrallah and works by contemporary artists, until 
Nov. 13. 


* “Timeless Weaving and New Creations — Home Fur- 
nishings and Accessories" at the Jordan Crafts Devel- 
opment Centre ( Al Aydi), Jabal Amman, Second Circle, 
until OcL 31. 

* Jordan Industries Expo at Amman International 
Auto Exhibit, Airport Road, until Nov. 1. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Sa'id Haddadin at Orfali Art 
Gallery, Urn Utheina, until Nov. 5. 

* Bani Hamida Women’s Weaving Project ‘96 fall exhi- 
bition “Race the TVend” at Citroen-Dirani Showroom, 
Shmeisani until Nov. 3. 

* Exhibition of “"Visual Forms" by Abdul Latif Al 
Smoodi at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens St, until OcL 
30. 

* Exhibition entitled “Jerusalem Domes, Doors and 
Windows"- comprising photos by Julia Reinholt and 
paintings by Riham Ghassib at the Gallery, the 
InterContinental Hotel, until OcL 31. 

*"Wadi AJ Faynan Art Exhibition" — works by several 
artists inspired by Wadi Faynan at Balka Art Gallery, 
until OcL 31. 


sector to discuss legislation 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Tuesday addresses tbe inaugural session of a 
contracting sector seminar. Minister of Public Works and Housing discusses studies 
of current business legislation (Petra photo) 


AMMAN l Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Tuesday addressed 
tbe inaugural session of a 
seminar on the unification 
of contracting sector legisla- 
tion and maintained the 
government’s appreciation 
for its role in constructing 
the Kingdom. 

Mr. Kabariti said that the 
government will endorse 
and enforce recommenda- 
tions passed by the seminar 
as long as they are. “bal- 
anced” and serve national 
interests. 

The government prioritis- 
es the unification of legisla- 
tion governing the contract- 
ing sectors well as the dis- 
posal of overlapping regula- 
tions which have been caus- 
ing confusion, the prime 
minister said. 

Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Abdul Hadi 
Majali stressed that the gov- 
ernment is determined to 
achieve a qualitative 
improvement in the devel- 
opment of the contracting 
sector. 

The Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing encour- 
aged the execution of a 
study of current business 
legislation related to con- 
tracting with the purpose of 


placing them under a single 
umbrella. the minister 
noted. 

He said “the study con- 
vinced us that some rules 
and legislation have become 
obsolete and do not cater to 
the country’s needs and 
aspirations in entering tbe 
21st century.” 

“The following three fac- 
tors were taken into consid- 
eration in the course of the 


study: the Jordan Engineers 
Association (JEA) law. 
government public works 
regulations and the interests 
of the contractors,” said Mr. 
Majali. 

The Presidents of the JEA 
and the Jordan Contractors 
Association addressed the 
meeting and pledged to join 
forces with the Ministry of 
Public Works in order to 
arrive at a suitable formula 


for the development of the 
contracting sector. 

Last August, the prime 
minister agreed upon the 
formation of a committee 
headed by the Minister of 
Public Works to draw up a 
draft law on unifying the 
rules which govern the con- 
tracting sector. 

The present meeting will 
examine progress achieved 
so far. 


AACO announces conclusion 
of civil aviation agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director of the 
Arab Air Carriers Organisation 
(AACO) Training Centre Mousa Anz 
Tuesday announced the conclusion of 
an agreement with the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut (AUB) to run a 1997 
training programme oh civil aviation. 

Mr. Anz said that the participants in 
these programmes will either attend 
training at the Amman-based centre or 
at the university in Beirut further stat- 
ing that the training will be organised 
in two to three- week periods with par- 
ticipants completing the curricula in 
two to four years and receiving certifi- 
cation. 

Mr. Anz said that the training pro- 


gramme is the only one of its kind in 
the Middle East and is directed to rais- 
ing the efficiency of Arab airlines' 
company executives through the 
upgrade of managerial skills. 

Last July, the AACO announced that 
18 Arab airlines agreed to send their 
employees for training at the AACO 
centre and appointed Mr. Anz as the 
centre’s director. 

The European Union promised to 
support tbe creation of the centre 
which will coordinate operations with 
the International Air Transport Associ- 
ation (IATA). 

According to Mr. Anz the centre, 
which formally opened earlier this 


month, is set to hold a training course 
on Nov. 10 with participants coming 
from various Arab. European and 
African airlines. 

This session, be said, will focus on 
issuing tickets and calculating tariffs, 
adding that the centre will run a six- 
week training course beginning Nov. 
19 to be attended by university gradu- 
ates planning to work in civil aviation 
fields. 

Mr. Anz said that he expects more 
than 500 Arab and foreign airlines 
employees to get training at the centre 
within a year of commencing courses. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Minister meets with Swiss ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Finance Marwan Awad Tuesday received Swiss Ambassador to Toni™ r;,„ 

Pedorti and the two discussed projects which have been financed fciy a Swiss grant to the Kingdom U aD Fedenc<i 

Saraireh meets with Canadian ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Post and Communications Jamal Saraireh Tuesday received a . 

dan Michael Malloy and the men debated further cooperation in postal services. 311 Anibassaclor Jo Jor 

Iranian Islamic council bolds discussions 

TEHRAN (Petra) — Jordan’s Ambassador to Iran Noub Ali Salman Tuesday visited rhe lct*> m ;^ ck ... 

and met with Deputy Speaker Hujat Islam Hassan Rohani. Discussions covered relations between I? Council . ,n Tehrai 
as the ratification of agreements related to trade cooperation and international transDorfirion The counlnes 35 wel 

director of the Iranian Radio and Television Corporation and discussed issues related to radio andtei ^* 0r ^ raet . 
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Clinton trumpets federal 
deficit cut; Dole ‘baffled’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
buoyant President Bill 
Clinton took credit lor a 
declining federal deficit 
Monday as Republican Bob 
Dole lamented apparent 
public disinterest in alleged 
White House scandals, say- 
ing, "Tin baffled." 

fn a CNN interview. Sen. 
Dole acknowleged that his 
recent ferocious attacks on 
Mr. Clinton’s ethics have 
failed to turn the campaign 
around, with only eight days 
left until election day on 
Nov. 5. 

“I'm baffled. I really am 
baffled ... If the American 
people really care and 
they're really concerned 
about who's in charge, 
something ought to get their 
attention sooner or later." 
Sen. Dole said. He speculat- 
ed that perhaps the voters 
were confused by the sheer 
number of Clinton contro- 
versies. 

The Reuters daily tracking 
poll showed the president 
holding a steady lead of 
more than 13 percentage 
points over Sen. Dole — 
enough for a huge victory if 
the numbers hold. 

An ABC tracking poll 
showed Mr. Clinton's sup- 
port at its highest since 
early September and Sen. 
Dole’s at his lowest since 
mid-August, producing a 
19-point Clinton lead. 

In University City, Mis- 
souri. Mr. Clinton took cre- 
dit for new figures showing 
a further decline in the U.S. 
budget deficit, saying it was 
evidence his economic poli- 
cies were working. 

On the steps of city hall, 
he stood in front of a large 
chan showing the country’s 
red ink spending was $2*90 
billion in 1992 when he was 
elected and had declined 
every year since. 

.Two teenagers joined him 
to pull a string unveiling the 
deficit figure for the 1996 
budget yeaj- that ends on 
Oct. 31. It was $107 billion, 
the lowest figure since 
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Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole passes 
through a crowd of Clinton supporters after a speech 
Monday. Sen. Dole continues to trail Mr. Clinton by a 
wide margin In most polls, as the campaign heads into 
the final week. California Governor Pete Wilson is on 
his right (Reuter photo) 


I9S1, Republican Ronald 
Reagan's first year as presi- 
dent. 

“We all know that our 
budget would be in surplus 
today if it weren't for the 
interest we pay on the debt 
rung up in the 12 years 
before I took office." Mr. 
Clinton said. 

Republicans, who have 
controlled Congress for the 
last two years, tried to take 
credit for the deficit decline, 
claiming their drive to cut 
federal spending forced the 
figure down. 

Budget Committee Chair- 
man John Kasich of Ohio 
said that “this accomplish- 


ment comes as good news 
to every' American but a 
complete surprise to Bill 
Clinton who should get 
absolutely no credit for it." 

Republican Party Chair- 
man Haley Barbour told 
reporters: “This is a huge 
credit to the common sense 
Republican Congress which 
fought for spending con- 
straints.” 

Campaigning in the key 
state of California Monday. 
Sen. Dole kept up his with- 
ering criticism of the 
ClinTon administration. 
while 1, speaking forcibly in 
favour of a state ballot ini- 
tiative that would end affir- 


mative action — race and 
gender-based preferences in 
hiring, contracting and edu- 
cation. 

"The overwhelming ma- 
jority of Americans and Ca- 
lifornians believe as I do 
that we should promote 
equal equality for all, with- 
out regard to race or gen- 
der... But at the same time 
we believe it is wrong to use 
quotas, set-asides and other 
preferences,’' Sen. Dole 
said. 

Reflecting fears Sen. Dole 
may be headed for a big 
defeat, the Republican Party' 
opened a multi-million dol- 
lar TV ad blitz aimed at 
keeping their hold on the 
House "of Representatives, 
which they won in 1994 
after 40 years in the minori- 
ty 

The advertisement warned 
voters against reelecting Mr. 
Clinton with a Democratic 
Congress, saying the De- 
mocrats in 1993 and 1994 
produced "the largest tax 
increase in history ... More 
wasteful Washington spend- 
ing ... A government run 
health care scheme." 

James Hilty. a historian at 
Temple University in Phi- 
ladelphia, said Republican 
congressional candidates 
had no choice other than to 
jettison Sen. Dole because 
he had become “absolutely 
irrelevant” to many voters. 

There was little sign that a 
last-gasp Dole effort to win 
in California was producing 
results. A Los Angeles 
Times poll in predominantly 
Republican Orange County 
showed him virtually tied 
with Mr. Clinton. Republi- 
cans normally need to carry' 
the county by 250.000 votes 
or more to win the state. 

Meanwhile Republicans 
continued to turn their 
backs on their nominee. 
Media adviser Don Sipple, 
who left the Dole campaign 
last month, told Newsweek 
Sen. Dole was stuck in the 
1950s and 1960s and would 
not make a good president 


Fighting erupts between Activists urge ASEAN 
Philippine army, rebels to put pressure on Burma 


ZAMBOANGA. Philip- 
pines (AFP) — Heavy 
fighting between Philippine 
government troops and 
Muslim rebels erupted 
again Tuesday in the south- 
ern Philippines, but the 
government said it expected 
ceasefire negotiations to 
begin soon. 

As the fighting broke out 
in three remote villages in 
the south, an aide to Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos said in 
Manila that the ceasefire 
talks could begin next 
week. 

"We’re proceeding with 
the talks and we're looking 
at early next week, after All 
Souls’ Day (Nov. 2) " said 
Exe-cutive Secretary Ruben 
Torres. “We have asked our 
agreed liaison persons to 
work on the schedule." 

The More Islamic Libera- 
tion Front (MILF), with an 
officially estimated 10,000 
fighters, is the last major 
insurgant group still fight- 
ing in the Mindanao region 
after Manila signed a peace 
treaty with the More Natio- 
nal Liberation Front last 
month. 

Fighting with the MILr 
broke out simultaneously 
Tuesday in three remote vil- 
lages near the town of Tipo- 
Tipo but no casualties were 
immediately reported. 

The government also re- 
ceived unconfirmed reports 

that a smaller Muslim fac- 
tion. the A bu Sa^af had 
joined forces with the MILr. 
said military spokesman Fre- 
desvindo Covarrubias. 

TheAbuSayyafis held res- 
ponsible for kidnappings and 
bombings in the south, inc- 
luding the pillaging of a 
Christian town* last year in 

which at least 50 people were 

killed. . 

Southern command mili- 
tary Chief Ruperto Arabrl has 
ordered field commanders to 

pursue MILF rebels "without 

let-up,” as the MILF leader- 
ship expressed scepticism 
about 1 the governments can 
for ceasefire negotiauons. 

“We feel doubtful on the 
real intention of the govern- 


ment. They offered an inter- 
im ceasefire and they attack 
Basilan.” said MILF vice- 
chairman for military af- 
fairs A1 Haj Murad. He was 
referring to the govern- 
ment’s attack last week on 
a rebel base in Basilan. for- 
cing some 200 rebels to 
flee. 

But government emis- 
saries have been holding 
preliminary talks with 
MILF representatives, and 
"the moment we get an 
interim ceasefire agreed, 
then all these military activ- 
ities and operations in the 
areas claimed by the MILF 
... will stop." Mr. Torres 
said. 

The MILF is a splinter 
group of the More National 
Liberation Front, which 
ended its 24-year armed se- 
paratist bid with last month's 
peace treaty that will give 
Muslims a large measure of 
autonomy in the south. 

But there have been ques- 
tions about the treaty’s 
effectiveness with other 
groups still fighting and 
with opposition as well 
from the region’s Christian 
majority. 

The MILF is now consid- 
ered the government’s big- 
gest threat to peace in the 
southern Philippines. 

Tuesday’s fighting began 
after a military patrol en- 
gaged a group of between 
20 and 30 MILF rebels who 
had been set to ambush 
them. Mr. Covarrubias said. 

He claimed the gunmen 
were former rebels turned 
bandits who entered Tipo- 
Tipo town and planned to 
“kidnap teachers and extort 
money." 

But the MILF leadership 
said they were still part of 
their movement- Mr. Covar- 
rubias said the military had 
not received orders from 
Manila to cease the assault. 

“We have not received any 
official communication so 
we will continue with our 
operation. We pity the people 
they arc being harassed 

and being extorted from” he 
said. 


BANGKOK (R) — Asian human rights activists urged 
southeast Asian nations Tuesday to follow the United 
States and Europe and put more pressure on Burma's mili- 
tary' rulers over human rights abuses. 

"We think the situation in Burma is getting worse," 
Somchai Homlaor, secretary general of the Asian forum for 
human rights and development, told Reuters. 

The seven-member Association of south East Asian 
nations (ASEAN) "should work harder to put pressure on 
SLORC," he said, referring to Burma's ruling State Law 
and Order Restoration Council. 

The European Union imposed strict limits Monday on 
contacts with SLORC officials. 

The action, similar to recent moves by Washington, bars 
visas to SLORC members and their families and to some 
senior military members as part of a build-up of pressure 
on Burma’s ruling junta. The 15-member EU also suspend- 
ed all high-level EU visits to Burma. 

Mr. Somchai was speaking before the start of a two-day 
“alternative ASEAN" meeting involving more than 80 
activists, academics and exiled Burmese from 50 organisa- 
tions around Asia. 

The aim of the meeting was to discuss how ASEAN — 
which groups Indonesia. Malaysia. Thailand, the 
Philippines, Singapore. Brunei and Vietnam — could bet- 
ter influence Burma. 

ASEAN has a policy of “constructive engagement" 
aimed at keeping Burma from becoming isolated in order 
to try and reform it from within. Rangoon has observer sta- 
tus to ASEAN and has applied to join the group at its next 
formal meeting in July. 

Western nations oppose Burma’s entry into ASEAN 
because of the military regime's human rights record and 
its failure to enter into dialogue with the opposition 
National League for Democracy (NLD) led by Nobel 
Peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Organisers of the alternative ASEAN meeting welcomed 
the pressure on Burma's military government by the EU 
and United States but said further steps needed to be taken 
by Asian countries. 

"It is the first step, but it is not enough. The International 
Community should put harder pressure on SLORC, like 
economic sanctions," said Gothom Arya, a political scien- 
tist at Chulalongkorn University and host of the meeting. 

"ASEAN should do the same ” he said. "We are in a 
much more important position, at least geographically. We 
are from the same culture ... As neighbours to Burma we 
should do more." 

A Burmese official said Monday that the EU move would 
have little impact because Burmese officials did not travel 
much to the West. 

The junta’s latest crackdown on the democracy move- 
ment — when it detained 573 activists to prevent an NLD 
meeting from taking place in late September — and deten- 
tion last week of Kyi Maung. deputy chairman of the NLD. 
sparked world condemnation. 

, The SLORC has said all the activists have since been 
freed. 

Kyi Maung. 75. was released Monday after being held in 
a government guesthouse for a week for questioning over 
his alleged role in a rare student protesL 
The NLD won a landslide victory in a 1990 election but 
never assumed power after the SLORC, which organised 
the poll, refused to recognise the results- 
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President Bill Clinton wades into a crowd of reaching arms after a speech at the Target Centre in Minneapolis 
Monday. Mr. Clinton spent his day touring through the midwest, including stops in Missouri. Minnesota, Illinois 
and Ohio ("Reuter photo » ’ 

Islamic party Japan says island flap should 
launches no ^ jeopardise ties with China 


movement to 
oust Bhutto 

RAWALPINDI. Pakistan 
(AFP) — Pakistan’s Mus- 
lim Fundamentalist Party 
Tuesday stepped up a na- 
tionwide campaign to bring 
down the government of 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto after two days of 
clashes. 

“No one should take rest 
even for a single day and 
people must continue their 
ceaseless struggle." Qazi 
Hussain Ahmad, chief of 
the Jamaat-i-Islami (Jl) 
party, told a mass rally 
here. Mr. Ahmad called 
upon thousands of Jl sup- 
porters at the rally to hold 
daily public meetings and 
demonstrations in all major 
cities and towns from Wed- 
nesday until the Bhutto 
government was ousted. 

~ He said President Farooq 
Ahmad Leghari must sack 
the prime minister and 
order new elections "if he 
wants to stay in the presi- 
dent house." ‘ 

The crowd chanted 
“death to Bhutto" and “Is- 
lamic revolution.” 

Youths, some wearing 
headbands inscribed with 
Koranic verses, also waved 
the party’s green flag. 

Mr. Ahmad said his party 
would not accept any 
“unconstitutional” change. 
“We are against martial 
law.” he declared, adding 
the Jl wanted an Islamic 
government which could 
provide justice for all. 

Unveiling the party's fu- 
ture plans against the “cor- 
rupt” Bhutto government, 
he said a women’s rally 
would be staged in Isla- 
mabad on Nov. II with a 
protest outside parliament. 

Women supporters from 
across the country will 
assemble at the main Faisal 
Mosque in Islamabad be- 
fore proceeding to parlia- 
ment he said. 

“The Jamaat will not tol- 
erate any obstruction" to 
the demonstration, the 58- 
year-old leader warned. 

Mr. Ahmad, arrested and 
held for several hours 
Monday by police, was 
among several hundred 
supporters who withstood 
heavy tear gas shelling and 
broke through a police bar- 
ricades in an attempt to 
push towards the parlia- 
ment building. 

The crowd dispersed af- 
ter saying prayers outside 
parliament house. “We 
achieved our target." Jl in- 
formation secretary Amiml 
Azim said. 

Mr. .Ahmad had called a 
“massive" protest outside 
parliament Sunday. But a 
government crackdown 
foiled the march on Isla- 
mabad and the militants 
made a second attempt 
Monday. 

Scores of people were 
injured in two days of 
clashes between Jl activists 
and security forces. One 
activist reportedly hit bv a 
tear gas Shell Sunday died 
in Lahore Tuesday. 


TOKYO (.AFP) — Japan and China wound 
up annual talks between their vice foreign 
ministers Tuesday with Tokyo saying it 
hoped ties would not be damaged by y ter- 
ritorial dispute, a Japanese foreign ministry 
official said. 

The official, who asked not to be named, 
said there was a "very' frank exchange of 
views” in four main areas including the dis- 
pute over islands in the East China Sea 
along with Japan's view of historical issues. 

"Both sides agreed it was Useful and a 
good exchange of views." he said, adding 
the two sides also discussed overall bilater- 
al issues. Japan-U.S. security issues and 
Japan's disposal of wartime chemical 
weapons left in China. 

The official said Japan's Vice-Minister 
Shunji Yanai and his Chinese counterpart 
Tang Jiaxuan reiterated their respective 
views on the islands, known as the Senkaku 
Group in Japanese .and the Diaoyu islands 
in Chinese. 

“The Japanese side reiterated its hope that 
the issue would be camly handled so that 
friendly relations would not be jeopar- 
dised." the official said, adding that Japan 
offered to make “further efforts" to cool the 
dispute. 

“The Chinese side said that they had kept 
very calm and restrained in response to this 
issue." the official said. 

Following a move by Japanese rightists to 
erect a lighthouse on one of die islands in 
July. Beijing has made diplomatic protests 
while activists from Taiwan and Hong 
Kong have staged protests in waters off the 
islands. 

The two sides also discussed Japan's view- 
on historical issues, frequently criticised as 
insensitive by China and other Asian coun- 
tries subjected to Japanese military aggres- 
sion during World War II. 

“The Chinese side said that the views on 
history are closely linked to Japan-China 
friendship and should be properly dealt 
with.” the official said. 

Prime Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto trig- 
gered protests in several Asian countries 
earlier this year when he visited the contro- 
versial Yasukuni War Shrine in Tokyo, 
becoming the first Japanese premier to do 
so in 1 1 years. 


\1ce Foreign Minister SnJayuki Hayasb . 
reportedly said earlier that there were “var- . 
ious problems” and that he hoped the tails 
would “help deepen our mutual understand- 
inn and bring u> closer to the resolution of 
such problems. 

In Beijing Tuesday. Chinese foreign min- 
istry spokesman Sher« Goofing said the ter- 
ritorial issue was “of course the mam issue" 
in the talks. 

"We hope that the Japanese government 
lakes actio;, on ihi* i«*ue -o .is to relieve 
tension it has caused." Mr. Shen said. He 
also cited Japan's failure to recognise “his- 
torical errors", urging Japanese to “correct 
their attitude." 

Japan has made several gestures to end 
the political storm, notably by supporting 
China's bid join the world trade organisa- 
tion. 

And Japanese foreign ministry spokes- 
man Hiroshi Hashimoto hinted Tuesday 
that Japan would probably end a moratori- 
um on grants to China imposed in proles at — 
China's nuclear tests, which have now been 
suspended. 

“The Japan-China relationship is ven 
important not only for the Asia-Pacific 
region but also for the entire international 
society." he said. “We are supporting efforts 
for reforms and the open-door policy by the 
Chinese government and we .ire determined 
to continue on this direction." 

During the talks Tuesday, the two sides 
agreed that Japanese compensation fcjK 
wartime chemical weapons left in China Jj 
would start in December and that it was f 
important to continue their dialogue on I 
Japan-U.S. security arrangements. 

Japan and the United States agreed in 
April that their bilateral security treaty 
should cover areas "surrounding" Japan. ' 

“We explained our basic position and 
emphasised the point that the Japanese-U-S. 
security arrangrement contributes to thesa- 
blity of die region." the official said. 

"It w ill never change the basic franiewpfk 
of the existing japan-LLS. security ties and 
it will not be directed to any other country. 

"The Chinese side expressed the viewtfcK i 
the Japanese- U.s. security arrangiocnt | 
should not go beyond its scope." he saidr~ ff 


Kohl leaves Indonesia after 
failing to meet Nobel Laureate 


JAKARTA (R) — German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl left Indonesia Tuesday for the 
Philippines after a four-day visit in which 
he had hoped to meet Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Bishop Carlos Belo. 

Mr. Kohl, whose visit focused mainly on 
trade and economic ties, said he failed to 
meet Bishop Belo. He added that arrange- 
ments bad been under way to arrange a 
meeting for about a month, and German 
delegation sources said Mr. Kohl had 
expected to meet the bishop. 

But Bishop Belo, awarded the prize for 
his work in ihe troubled territory of East 
Timor, said Tuesday he had not been offi- 
cially invited to meet the German leader 
despite claims he had rejected such an 
opportunity. 

He said, however, he would have been too 
busy to come to Jakarta from East Timor to 
meet Mr. Kohl even if the invitation had 
been received. 

"There has not been any official invita- 
tion. This matter is not so clear." Bishop 
Belo told Reuters by telephone from his 
residence in the East Timor capital Dili. 

"1 have not yet received an invitation, 
either written or verbal," he said, adding 
that he had many pastoral duties in Easr 
Timor and would have been too busy to 
come. 

‘1 had a visit to the districts...I could not 
meet him because these had been long 
planned.” he said. 

Mr. Kohl, who was accompanied by sev- 
eral ministers and businessmen, told 
reporters Monday he had held meaningful 
discussions with Indonesian President 


Suharto. K^: 

Other officials said members of the 
German delegation signed contracts worth • 
l.a4 billion marks (5855 million) with - .. , 
Indonesian businessmen. 

Germany is Indonesia's largest Europe .-i 
market with two-way trade estimated at - 
I9 q 46 billion in 1995. up 75 per cent from 

Mr Kohl said his talks with Suhano also 
touched on human rights and on East 
Timor, a former Portuguese colony. r 

f* if _?}*? ex pressed regret that a meetins J 
with Bishop Belo never took place 
"I regret it was cancelled." Mr. Kohl told •" 
a news conference, adding that apparently . 
Bishop Belo was busy touring East Timor. 

German delegation sources said the bish- 
op tailed to appear at a meeting the chan- ■ 
cel lor had Monday with other Indonesian 
church leaders. 

Bishop Belo was jointly awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize early this month with 
seit-e\iled East Timorese resistance leader 
Jose. Ramos- Hona. who had called on Mr- 
Kohl to raise the East Timor issue with Mr. 
huharto. 

Indonesian troops invaded East Timor in - 
December 1975 and Jakarta declared it 
ndonesia s 27th province the .following 
' ■ Nations has never recog- 

nised the move and still regards Portugal a£ 
the administering power. 

Mr. Kohl arrived in Jakarta Saturday for 
is rourth visit to Indonesia since 1983.1k 
spent Sunday fishing in the Java Sea with 
ir. Suharto before beginning the official 
pan ol lus visit Mondav. 
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S. Korea sentences 110 
students in crackdown 
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SEOUL fR) — A South 
Korean, court Tuesdav 
jailed 51 students and hand- 
ed suspended prison terms 
to another 59 for their parr 
in violent pro-North Korean 
campus unrest in August, 
court officials said. 

The sentences are part of 
a harsh crackdown on 
South Korea’s student 

movement, which backed 
President Kim Young- 

Sara’s rise to power but 
which Kim has now brand- 
ed a ‘’terrorist” threat to na- 
tional security. 

Authorities say the move- 
ment has been hijacked by 
stooges of enemy North 
Korea and maintain there is 
no place for violent youth 
activism in a new era of 
democracy. 

The verdicts were the first 
from trials taking place in 
■ separate courtrooms of 444 
r ~' f students following the vio- 
lence it Seoul’s prestigious 
Yonsei University. 

Fifty one students were 
sentenced to jail terms of 
between eight months and 
three years for taking part 
in an illegal protest, engag- 
ing in acts of violence and 
obstructing officials in their 
duty. 

The others were handed 
suspended jail sentences of 
between one year and 1-1/2 
years, meaning they will 
not have io spend times 
behind bars if they stay out 
of trouble. 

Presiding Judge Min 
Hyong-Ki told' the court the 
protests “benefitted the 
enemy", state media report- 
ed. 

“These protests hampered 
social stability and a stem 
application of the law is 
inevitable.” he said. “We 
cannot glorify contraven- 
tions of law and order in the 
name of unification.” 

The sentences were a 
warning against violent 
protests that cause “enor- 
mous human and property 
damage”, he said. 

Riot police stormed Yon- 
sei to end an occupation of 


iwo leaching blocks b\ mu- 
dems taking pan in an 
annual pro-Korean unifica- 
tion rally and protestin'.; 
against the presence of 
37.G0U li.s. troops in Souih 
Korea. 

. riot policeman died 
m pitched fightins. 

A leaching block, whose 
interior was smashed be- 
yond repair bv students 
united with iron bars, has 
been opened to the public 
by uni\ersity authorities as 
a museum of violence. 

On Monday police arrest- 
ed die leader of a radical 
student body. Hanchone- 
ryon. which led the Yonsei 
demonstrations. Park 
Byoung-Un. 23. was held 
along with 23 others. 

Although Seoul is com- 
mitted io a unification, 
authorities accused the stu- 
dents of embracing North 
Korea's blueprint” for a 
merger that would leave 
intact boih Pvoncvane's 
Communist government 
and Seoul’s Democratic go- 
vernment. 

Police produced stacks of 
North Korean propaganda 
they said were seized” from 
the students. 

North and South Korea 
have been in armed con- 
frontation since a 1953 
truce ended the Korean war 
and sealed the World War II 
division of the Korean 
peninsula. 

North Korea has de- 
nounced the action against 
leftist student demonstra- 
tors. which comes amid ris- 
ing anti-Communist senti- 
ment in South Korea. 

Public attitudes towards 
Pyongyang have been hard- 
ened by the infiltration last 
month of a North Korean 
submarine that dropped 26 
agents on a South Korean 
beach. 

Ordinary South Koreans 
were outraged by the stu- 
dent violence. President 
Kim. a former dissident 
leader, has vowed to deal 
harshly with future campus 
unrest. 


»esu? 
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South Korean students, bound together by ropes, are 
escorted by police Into the Seoul Cnmma Court 
Tbesdav to be sentenced for the parts they played in 
violent pro-North Korean campus unre ^^° n ne .^j;: 
:‘- v dents were sentenced to jail terms of between ei B ht 
months and three years for taking part e m .llega^ 
protest, engaging in acts of violence and obstructing 
officials in their duty (Reuter photo) 



File photo of captured North Korean soldier Lee Kang- 
soo (left) after his arrest last month. Lee confirmed 
North Korean infiltration in September to the South at 
a news conference Tuesday. Mr. Lee and 25 North 
Korean soldiers landed in the South by submarine at a 
beach on the east coast last month. South Korea has 
stepped up security after Pyongyang threatened to 
retaliate for the death of 22 North Koreans (Reuter 
photo) 

Captured N. Korean says 
sub was on spy mission 


SEOUL (R) — The only 
North Korean captured 
alive after landing from a 
submarine last month said 
Tuesday the vessel was on a 
spy mission and faced little 
difficulty slipping through 
South Korean coastal 
defences. 

Lee Kwang-Soo. 31. said 
the crew of the Shark-class 
vessel pledged loyalty to 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong- 1 i in front of the head 
of the Reconnaissance Bu- 
reau on the eve of their 
infiltration on Sept. 14. 

Lee. a coxswain.', chal- 
lenged Pyongyang ’i 1 ' asser- 
tions the submarine drifted 
into Southern waters after 
developing engine trouble. 

"It is a lie.” he told his 
first news conference since 
he was captured on SepL 
18. 

Tensions have been high 
on the Korean peninsula 
since the submarine landed 
26 North Koreans on an 
east coast beach last month. 
All but three of the infiltra- 
tors have been killed or 
captured. 

Seoul has demanded a 
“clear apology" from 
Pyongyang over the intru- 
sion. while North Korea has 
threatened to retaliate “a 
hundredfold or a thousand- 
fold” over the killings and 
demanded the return of the 
bodies, the survivors and 
the submarine. 

South Korean troops have 
killed 1 1 North Koreans 
and found the bodies of 1 ! 
others, possibly killed by 
one of their own number. 
Mr. Lee said infiltrators 
were instructed io kill 
them -selves if they faced 
arrest. 

Mr. Lee said he belonged 
to one of three submarine 
units specialising in send- 
ing spies into the South and 
his unit based in Nakwon 
operated four infiltration 
submarines. 

"If you come in by a sub- 
marine you can do it as 
many times as you like.” he 
told reporters. 


Mr. Lee said his subma- 
rine passed a South Korean 
navy vessel equipped with 
sonar detectors. 

“We could evade it with 
ease.” he said. 

Mr. Lee said he believed 
the North had collected 
most of the information 
needed to stage a war with 
the South and had been 
sending reconnaissance 
teams to confirm targets in 
the South. 

A statement of the Agen- 
cy for National Security 
Planning said Mr. Lee told 
investigators that the Com- 
munist North had been 
building submarines for 
infiltration since the early 
1990s. 

A 1,000-tonne submarine 
was being built for his unit, 
Mr. Lee was quoted as 
telling the investigators. 
The vessel is capable of 
carrying 50 crew members 
and 30 commandos, it said. 

Mr. Lee said his subma- 
rine had offloaded a recon- 
naissance team that infil- 
trated into ihe South and 
was grounded while trying 
to approach the beach to 
pick up the team on SepL 
17. 

The submarine lay stuck 
on rocks unnoticed by 
South Korean security for- 
ces until an alert taxi driver 
spotted the conning tower 
of the vessel looming out of 
the darkness. 

The South Korean De- 
fence Ministry, which im- 
mediately launched a mas- 
sive manhunt, described the 
incursion as a preparation 
for wider military provoca- 
tion. 

Mr. Lee said he overheard 
a colleague on board the 
vessel boasting that he had 
sneaked into South Korea 
on three other occasions. 

He said he believed the 
ihree North Koreans who 
had evaded a manhunt by 
rens of thousands of troops 
would have returned to the 
North bv now. 


Sri Lanka army, rebels trade accusations on killings 


COLOMBO (R> — The Sri 
Lankan military, fighting 
' separatist Tamils in the 

'■ w Jl Indian Ocean island’s north 

1 l \ and east, said Tuesday the 

weekend killing in Paris of 
two of the group's officials 

could be the work of fellow 

Tamils. 

“These guys are up to all 
sorts of nefarious activity 1 in 
Europe including drug 
smuggling, human traffick- 
ing and extortion," a mili- 
tary spokesman said, dis- 
missing Tamil claims that 
. Colombo was behind 

\ , Saturday's killings. 

: t ‘It is quite possible (the 

two deceased i crossed the 
path of anv of these ac- 
quaintances," he told Reu- 
ters. 

The rebels, fighting for a 
homeland for minority Ta- 


mils, blamed the govern- 
ment saying Sri Lanka s 

“state-sponsored terrorism 

was expanding its bound- 
aries." . 

■‘The aim of the Sn Lan- 
kan government to under- 
mine^ the Tamil freedom 
s Erusgle has reached shame- 
ful ^ depths.” a statement 
from the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam's (LTTE) 
international secretariat in 
London said. 

The aroup was noi imme- 
diate!^ available to com- 
ment on the military's alle- 
gations. 

“ The LTTE blamed Colom- 
bo for ihe killing of its trea- 
surer Kandiah Pennpana- 
than. and Kandiah Gajen- 
drun, editor of die Tamil 
weekly newspaper Eela 
Murasu. 


Paris police have said the 
two Sri Lankan Tamils, both 
in their 30s. were shot dead 
by a gunman in the predom- 
inantly immigrant La Cha- 
pelle district of northern 
Paris. 

The gunman escaped. 

The "military spokesman 
said the LTTE itself had 
ordered the killing of rea- 
surer Perinpanathan, who 
he said had been found to be 
pilfering the organisation's 
money. 

■The LTTE is trying to 
hush it up. Otherwise they are 
likely to see their funding re- 
duced." the spokesman said. 

The LTTE's international 
spokesman, Lawrence Thi- 
laker, was quoted by the 
organisation's official voice 
of Tigers radio as saying 
“the killings have the hall- 


mark of Sri Lanka's hands.” 

“The Sri Lankan govern- 
ment has sent special agents 
to crack down on the Itte in- 
ternationally,” Tiger radio 
quoted Mr. Thilaker as say- 
ing. 

The rebel statement said the 
two slain activists were popu- 
lar among expatriate Tamils, 
who contributed lavishly 
towards the rebels' fight to 
establish a Tamil homeland. 

"By killing these two 
remarkable individuals, the 
Sri Lankan government has 
not only tried to put barriers 
on the international work 
these two were involved in, 
but it also hopes to stop the 
solidarity activity of the 
Tamil community through 
creating fear, confusion and 
panic in their minds,” it 
added. 


Size of Russian army is a 
riddle at home and abroad 


MOSCOW (Ri — Russia’s 
vast army is in such a chaot- 
ic suite that not even its 
leaders who are poised to 
carry out military reform 
have a clear idea of how big 
it is. a top Kremlin official 
said in an interview pub- 
lished Tuesday. 

“At the momenu no one 
can say how many people 
we have on active military 
service.” Yuri Baturin, the 
secretary of President Boris 
Yeltsin's Defence Council, 
told Itogi weekly. 

The London-based Inter- 
national Institute for Stra- 
tegic Studies says post-So- 
viet Russia has 1.27 million 
active members in the 
armed forces, with 20 mil- 
lion in reserve. 

But Mr. Baturin thinks the 
figure lor active servicemen 
may be much bigger. 

“Speaking roughly, and 
rounding the figure to hun- 
dreds of thousands, we are 


talking about 2.5 million 
servicemen as the current 
power of tile Defence Mi- 
nistry.” he said. 

Mr. Baturin said his esti- 
mate included “ghost" 
troops and military installa- 
tions which did not figure in 
the national military' budget 
— a leftover from the cold 
war era when detaiN of the 
Soviet war machine were 
cloaked in secrecy. 

Even in the post-Soviet 
period, ihe Russian Armed 
Forces rank as one of the 
biggest military forces in 
the world with only China 
and the United States com- 
parable in manpower. 

The size of the armed for- 
ces and the deployment of 
units, whose duties fre- 
quently overlap across the 
vast Russian Federation, are 
central to plans for military 
reform. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who is pre- 
paring for heart surgery, set 


up the defence council com- 
prising top suite officials to 
kick -start long-awaited re- 
form and tackle ,i bitter fi- 
nancial crisis in the armed 
forces. 

Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionax hjs .said the cash- 
strapped and poorly- 
equipped armed fi-rces are 
on the brink of collapse and 
has called for a boost in mil- 
itary spendings. 

During his reelect ion 
campaign last summer Mr. 
Yeltsin ordered military re- 
forms to be undertaken to 
slint down the armed l'orees 
and make them more effec- 
tive. 

Mr. Rodionm wants re- 
ductions in arntx personnel 
to go along xx ith cuts in mil- 
itary forces controlled by 
the Interior Ministry. Fede- 
ral Security Service. Border 
Guards and others. 

Mr. Batunn said the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union 


and the biller economic ci i- 
sis x\ ere the main reason 
behind the army's prob- 
lems. 

"Russia took oxer some 
85 per cent of the Soviet 
Union's armed forces and 
onlx to per cent of its eco- 
nomic potential," he viid. 
“This has caused a gap 
xvhich is widening cxerx 
x ear.” 

"After all we came to a 
situation when u consider- 
able number of army stiue- 
tures officially exist wiilj.-m 
any funding and are left :•> 
look for themselves.” 

But lie said the "ghost" 
troops xverc also u» blame. 

"xx hen salary delays .start 
it often happens because we 
allocate money for the \li.c- 
u men ted’ forces but tln*> 
have to pax all, including 
military formations which 
formally not exist." Mr. 
Baturin said. 


Yeltsin 
‘should 
govern until 
2000’ after 
operation 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Boris 
Yeltsin's impending heart 
operation should enable 
the Russian president to 
remain in power until the 
end of his four-year man- 
date. the Kremlin's top 
doctor Sergei Mironov said 
in an interview Tuesday. 

“If averything goes as 
planned during both the 
operation and the period of 
convalesence, ihen — 
touch xvood — I am con- 
vinced that Boris Nikola- 
yevich will be able to work 
..billy. until the, end, of bis 
presidential mandate,” Dr. 
Mironov said in an inter- 
view in Tuesday's edition 
of the Komsomolskaya 
Pravda. Mr. Yeltsin’s man- 
date expires in July. 2000. 

He added that the lengthy 
preparation time of bet- 
ween six and 10 weeks be- 
fore the 65-year-old presi- 
dent's multiple coronary' 
bypass operation was nec- 
essary to “achieve a posi- 
tix’e prognosis regarding 
the result of the operation.” 
“Any surgical interven- 
tion. especially when it 
concerns the heart, is, to a 
certain extent, a risk. But 
we are prepared for any 
kind of complication and 
and I think that we will be 
able to overcome them,” 
Dr. Mironov continued. 

The doctor acknowleged 
that analysis of Mr. Yel- 
tsin’s blood had been unsa- 
tisfactory. 

“Yes, this problem has 
existed and we have not 
concealed the fact. We are 
in the process of overcom- 
ing it. I think that we are on 
the right lines, and we have 
already made some prog- 
ress,” Dr. Mironov 
claimed. 

Dr. Mironov said that so 
far. everything was going 
as planned, including the 
date of the operation, set 
for between the middle and 
end of November. 

The hospital in which the 
operation will be carried 
out — either the Chazov 
Heart Centre or the Krem- 
lin’s Central Hospital — 
wjlj only be decided during 
the final stages of prepara- 
tion, according to Dr. Mi- 
ronov. 

He said he sees Mr. 
Yeltsin more frequently 
than anyone else, and that 
the Russian president con- 
tinues to spend between 
one-and-a-half and two 
hours a day working. 

On Monday, Mr. Yel- 
Lsin’s doctors ordered him 
to cancel all engagements 
scheduled for this week to 
allow him to undergo a 
series of tests. 

The relucrance of doctors 
to officially announce a 
specific date for the sur- 
gery has fuelled specula- 
tion that the operation 
could take place without 
any prior announcement to 
ease the pressure on the 
Kremlin, the surgeons and 
Mr. Yeltsin himself. 


NATO to sign accord with Russia 
by start of 1997, Solatia says 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
NATO and Russia will sign 
a document spelling out the 
terms of their relations by 
the beginning of next year. 
NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana told Interfax 
news agency in an exclu- 
sive interview Tuesday. 

Mr. Solana said "either a 
charier or an accord” on 
NATO's relations with Rus- 
sia "will be signed by the 
beginning of 1997. and if 
possible, bv the end of 
1996.” 

Mr. Solana. who was 
speaking in Brussels, said 
he would do his best to 
“reach a solid agreement, 
with which both Russia and 
NATO will be comfort- 
able”. 

He said the joint docu- 
ment would probably con- 
sist of three parts. 

“The first part will be a 
declaration, the second will 
contain a mechanism for 
consultations and the third a 


median i'-m for coopera- 
tion." 

Mr. Solana said the name 
of the document "is not that 
important, though it may be 
important at a later stage." 

Talks between the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion and Russia have stalled 
over the alliance’s planned 
expansion into Eastern 
Europe. 

Moscoxv is opposed to 
NATO membership for its 
former Communist allies 
and is calling for a gradual 
process, including a reform 
of NATO and the signing of 
a pact xvith Moscoxv xvhich 
would give Russia legal 
guarantees, before the 
expansion could take place. 

Russia has insisted that an 
accord xvith NATO should 
be legally binding, giving it 
a de facto right to reviexv 
the alliance’s decisions. 

It wants an accord which 
goes further than a simple 
charter or declaration of 


principles. 

Mr. Solana said both side-, 
slmuld "clear the .iidi<k- 
pheie of misuntfeiM.iiid- 
ings." 

"We have the same goal-. 
— xxc Kith xvant stability on 
the continent." he sa*d, 
stressing that Russia anJ 
NATO ”“should cooperate 
with each other." 

"As far ns NATO and its 
secretary general are con- 
cerned. I can say that we 
will try to build xerx firm, 
deep and comprehensive 
relations xvith Russia." 

Mr. Solana said Ru>tia\ 
concerns about NATO ex- 
pansion eastxvard could he 
resolved by adapting the 
Conventional Forces m Eu- 
rope (CFE5 iHraty to (Li 
new realities in Euo ve. 

He dismissed speculation 
that NATO could deplux 
nuclear weapons on the ter- 
ritory of countries in Cen- 
tral Europe. 


EU envoy arrives in Rwanda 
for talks on Zaire fighting 


KIGALI (AFP) — A European Union 
envoy said here Tuesday he would try to 
ease tension in the Great Lakes Region 
where fighting between soldiers and Tutsi 
rebels has plunged eastern Zaire into chaos. 

“My visit is linked to what is happening 
in Kivu.” Aldo Ajello told AFP, referring to 
a troubled eastern province of Zaire. 

Mr. Ajello. a special envoy for the region, 
arrived in the Rwandan capital Monday 
evening and said he would stay txx'o or three 
days. 

Mr. Ajello xvas charged by the EU last 
week to try to find a peaceful solution to the 
crisis in Zaire's Kivu region, on the border 
with Rwanda, where Tutsi rebels known as 
Banyamulenge are banting Zairean govern- 
ment troops. 

More than half of the one million 
Rwandan Hutu refugees sheltering in the 
country have fled in all directions io escape 
the violence, which Kinshasa claims has 
been stoked by the Tutsi -led governments 
of Rwanda and Burundi. 

Mr. Ajello’s aim is t- .aim the tension and 
to facilitate the resumption of dialogue 
between Rxvandan and Zairean authorities. 

On Monday, however. Rxvandan Foreign 
Minister Anastase Ganasa said it xvas unac- 
ceptable to speak of mediation or a cease- 
fire with Zaire, and reaffirmed that his 
country xvas in no wav involved in the 
fighting there. 

Mr. Ajello, who was in Kigali two weeks 
ago, has been seeking to organise a confer- 
ence on the crisis in the Great Lakes Re- 
gion. 

But since then the situation has deteriorat- 
ed. with Zaire openly accusing the Tutsi-led 
Rwandan government of being responsible 
for the chaotic situation in the eastern part 
of the country. 

Fighting has also escalated, bringing east- 
ern Zaire ever closer to a humanitarian dis- 
aster. ' 

In a statement Monday the 15-member 
European Union called on the warring fac- 
tions to immediately cease fighting to avoid 
a humanitarian tragedy. 

The statement said Mr. Ajello would be 
working here with the representatix-e of the 
U.N. secretary general, the Organisation of 
African Unity and local officials towards a 
solution to the conflict. 

Zaire and Rwanda have been repeatedly 
exchanging accusations over the past two 
years. 

Rwanda has denounced Zaire for support- 
ing Rwandan Hutus seeking to overthrow 
the Tutsi leadership. Zaire meanwhile has 
slammed Rwanda for making no effort to 
help its people return home. 


About one million Rxvandan Hunts 
escaped to Zaire in 1994, tleeing a genocide 
in xvhich Hutu extremists massacred more 
than half a million Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus. 

Meanwhile. Rwandan former Prime Mi- 
nister Faustin Txvagiramungu has accused 
his oxvn country nf aggression against Zaire 
and accused die International Community 
of complacency over the refugee crisis 
there. 

In a statement received in Nairobi I'rhni 
Brussels, the Hutu ex-premier accused the 
Tuisi-Ied regime in Kigali of launching 
“deliberate attacks on refugee camps” in 
Zaire to force their inmates to return to 
Rwanda. 

"Humanitarian organisations, in particu- 
lar the UNHCR (office of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refu-gees), are astonish- 
ing with their statements aimed at getting 
refugees to return to a country whose 
regime is destroying their camps xvtth mor- 
tar fire.” Mr. Txvagira-mungu said. 

The ex-prime minister, who served in a 
Tutsi-dominated administration after the 
Rxvandan Patriotic Front ( RPF) routed Hutu 
army and extremist militias who carried out 
mass genocide in 1994. was force ! to 
resign in August 1995 after disagreed '.mis 
with colleagues. 

His statement xvas signed on behalf til the 
Resistance Forces for Democracy iFRD). a 
movement claiming to represent more than 
one and half million Rwandan Hutus xvlui 
fled the country to Zaire and Tanzania for 
fear of reprisals for the genocide. 

Mr. Txvagiramungu said that with these 
“violent methods, the voluntary! return ol' 
refugees sponsored by the UNHCR has no 
more meaning." and added that “most of 
the male refugees who have gone hack to 
Rwanda have been killed or are languishing 
in hidden death-cells in their home disq- 
uiets." 

The FRD statement also charged that the 
tactics of the RPF are "supported by certain 
western countries", a claim interpreted a- 
an attack on the United States. 

The Hutu movement "also condemns the 
complacent attitude of the International 
Community - , especially of certain great 
powers on the (U.N.) Security Council, 
xvhich is reflected in their manifest silence 
and their unjustified abstensiem from con- 
demning the aggression" against Zaire hy 
Rwanda. 

“There is a plan to detach South and 
North Kivu i provinces where the fighting is 
taking place ) from Zaire and turn them into 
an autonomous territory, u vassal of the 
Kigali government." the FRD claimed. 
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Realities cannot be ignored 

AS HE stressed the importance of the role 
Europe can play in the Middle East peace 
process. His Majesty’ King Hussein made it 
clear during a press conference with Egy ptian 
President Hosni Mubarak yesterday that a 
stronger European involvement in the region 
can complement, and not compete with, the 
role of the United States. 

Hence is the receptiveness and encourage- 
ment that Jordan showed towards European 
efforts to become more active in the quest for 
peace in the region. Jordan believes that the 
peace process should receive all the help it can 
get as it passes through difficult and challeng- 
ing times. Europe can and is Interested in 
pushing the peace process forward. That much 
is demonstrated by the fact that Europe is the 
largest financier of the peace process. The 
appointment of a European Union (EU) special 
envoy to the region is an indication of the seri- 
ousness of Europe in seeking a supportive role 
in the peace process. 

The Arabs' anxiety to achieve just, durable 
and comprehensive peace is the basis for their 
enthusiasm for bringing Europe into the politi- 
cal efforts to bring peace to the region. 

And it is this same concern for the peace 
process that brought King Hussein and 
President Mubarak together in Sharm AJ 
Sheikh yesterday. The Kingdom and Egypt are 
key players in the region and their policies have 
shown their commitment to peace. But, as 
King Hussein pointed out recently, the peace 
that Jordan and obviously Egypt seek is not 
peace at any price. 

The Arabs want a peace that can last. That 
means a just and comprehensive peace which 
addresses the concerns and fulfills the rights of 
all parties Involved. At this point, Jordan and 
Egypt believe that the policies of the Likud 
government in Israel are standing in the way of 
achieving this peace. The way out is through 
Israel's implementations of the agreements it 
has signed with the Palestinians. That much the 
King and President Mubarak have repeatedly 
told Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. The two leaders stressed that yet 
agarn yesterday but Netanyahu has yet to heed 
the voice of reason. 

The peace process thus remains stalemated. 
But the Palestinians are not the only losers as a 
result of the deadlock. Peace is a goal that can 
only benefit all peoples of the region. Delaying 
or preventing the attainment of this peace can 
hurt the Israelis as much as the Arabs. 
Netanyahu cannot afford to ignore this reality. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE UNITED States served as sponsor of the Middle 
East peace process for five years, but its efforts ended 
in a setback due to its failure to confront Israel and pre- 
vent its retreat from the path of peace, said Fahed 
Fanek. a writer for A1 Ra'i daily Tuesday. This failure 
has created a vacuum which the Europeans are trying to 
fill, said the writer who emphasised that peace in this 
region is of interest to the whole world and the world 
community has all the right to interfere at this juncture. 
Europe has a special responsibility towards ensuring 
stability and security on its southern flank, something 
which emerged clearly in the French president's tour of 
the reeion in the past week, noted the writer. He said 
that France and Europe can by no means accept to be 
only paving bills, and they are clearly determined to 
plav a meaningful role to reestablish security and a ast- 
ir^’ peace in this region. Admitting its failure, the U.S. 
decided that its mediator. Dennis Ross, should with- 
draw from the negotiations and this withdrawal was 
nnoortune for the advent of a European peace mediator 
whowill be touring the region soon, he added. It is true 
that the U.S. is in a better position to exercise some 
pressure on Israel, but. said the wnter there is no value 
to this position if Washington lacks the will to Jorce 
the Jewish state to comply with the rules ot the peace 

process. 

REPORTS ABOUT threats on the life of President 

Arafat are only instruments of a new psychological war 
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tions over the re P 3 ™ were finding diffi- 

Hebron ana and when thewo sioes^ ^ ^ „ js 

L-uJty in rcidimg. a ”^? e was behind the reports and 
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The lesson of Dearborn 


OCCURR 
; TO ME 




organising and voting means victory Note to 


IN 1985. Mike Guido first 
ran for mayor of Dearborn. 
Michigan, a city of 100.000 
people. 20.000 of whom 
are Arab. 

As pan of his campaign. 
Guido mailed to every 
home in Dearborn a pam- 
phlet entitled "Let’s Talk 
about... the Arab Problem." 

In the pamphlet. Guido 
decried the large number of 
Arabs who were moving 
into Dearborn. He 
described them as threaten- 
ing “our neighbourhoods, 
the value of our property 
and our darned good way 
of life." 

Using scare tactics about 
Arabs was Guido's way of 
winning vores. 

I went to Dearborn in the 
midst of that crisis to do 
work with the community. 
Our analysis was simple — 
Arab Americans in 
Dearborn were vulnerable 
to attack because they were 
weak and unorganised. 
With only 1,100 registered 
voters, they were easy prey. 
I said then that with our 
community making up 20 
per cent of the population 
of Dearborn we were not 
the "problem" of Dearborn, 
but "the promise of its 
future." It was our respon- 
sibility to transform our- 
selves into that promise. 

During the next ten years 
we organised, registered 
voters, and mobilised com- 
munity participation in pol- 
itics. Today, thousands 
more Arab Americans are 
voters, they hold public 
office, and form a strong 
bloc in both the Democratic 
and Republican parties in 
Dearborn and Michigan. 


and are among that city and 
state’s most respected citi- 
zens. 

So it was no surprise that 
when the Arab American 
Institute (AAI) held its 
annual national leadership 
conference in Dearborn. 
October 20-21, 1996 (the 
first such conference out- 
side Washington). Mayor 
Mike Guido came to our 
banquet to deliver a warm 
welcome to his Arab 
American friends. 

What has happened in the 
intervening ten years? The 
Arab American community 
had grown in stature and 
the mayor, quite simply, 
can court votes. It has 
become important in 
Dearborn and in Michigan 
to take the Arab American 
voters seriously. 

Guido’s appearance was 
but an example of the new 
Arab American role in pol- 
itics. 

The conference. 

"Decision ‘96: The Arab 
American Vote” was 
designed to focus anention 
on the importance of Arab 
Americans in both 
Michigan and Ohio (a 
state-wide political rally 
had been held in Cleveland. 
Ohio, the night before the 
Dearborn conference). 
Both states are home to 
large Arab American com- 
munities. 

Participating in the two- 
day Dearborn event were 
the state's Republican gov- 
ernor. John Engler, both 
senators. Republican 
Spencer Abraham (an Arab 
American') and Democrat 
Carl Levin (a Jewish 
American whose reelection 


Children are better off, 
but the world’s effort 
must continue 


By Carol Bellamy 

GENEVA — Pessimists, be 
advised: Progress towards 

improving the human condition 
exists and is gaining ground. 
Optimists be warned: Unless 
momentum is maintained, these 
gains may be lost. 

In September 1990. world 
leaders from 159 countries 
gathered in New York for a 
World Summit for Children, in 
an effort to set ambitious Year 
2000 goals for the survival, pro- 
tection and development of 
children. The Washington Post 
called the meeting a ** world 
summit long overdue." 

Midway through a decade of 
significant progress on behalf of 
children, it is now dear just 
how overdue it was. 

At the United Nations, data 
from nearly two-thirds of the 
countries that accepted the sum- 
mit challenge have been under 
study. A report by the secretary- 
general confirms that real 
progress is being made. 

The generation of the 1 990s is 
already the largest ever. When it 
becomes the first to reach adult- 
hood in the 21st century, it will 
be the best fed, healthiest, most 
literate and longest-lived in 
human history. 

The achievements reported 
thus far are remarkable. On tar- 
get. about 80 per cent of chil- 
dren under age 1 are now immu- 
nised against the major diseases 
of childhood, and 89 countries 
have already reached the Year 
2000 goal of y0 per cent. Polio 
may soon be eradicated, never 
again to twist children’s limbs, 
and measles cases are down by 
90 per cent in most countries. 

The use of simple oral rehy- 
dration, therapy to combat diar- 
rhoea thar causes nearly a fourth 
of all deaths of children under 
age 5 has doubled. 

Despite a large increase in 
births, an estimated million 
fewer children under age 5 will 
die this year than in 1990. 

Also remarkable are the ways 
these goals are being achieved. 
Government in more than 150 
countries have drawn up nation- 
al programmes of action, and 
citizens in 70 of these countries 
have created grass-roois initia- 
tives for children at the commu- 
nity level, where change really 
touches lives. 

There are. of course, disap- 


pointments. Unresolved issues 
such as how to proride better 
nutrition, halt the abomination 
of child exploitation and attack 
the causes of maternal mortality 
remain as reminders of just how 
challenging our Year 2000 goals 
really are. 

If we haven't completely 
reached the heights we are aim- 
ing for, there are reasons. 
Crushing debt burdens and civil 
wars, especially in Africa, have 
held back some countries to the 
point where it is clear that they 
will not reach the goals on 
schedule. In some republics of 
the former Soviet Union, social 
services have deteriorated as 
transition of free market 
economies has left the most vul- 
nerable without accustomed 
safety nets. 

In 1993. UNICEF estimated 
that S25 billion a year in extra 
resources would be enough to 
meet the basic needs of every 
man. woman and child for ade- 
quate food, safe water, primary 
health care, family planning and 
basic education. Thai relatively 
small injection of money has 
not materialised, and interna- 
tional aid is at its lowest level in 
20 years. 

Developing countries spend 
more on debt servicing and 
armed services than on these 
basic needs, and little more than 
6 per cent of the £40 billion 
international bilateral aid actu- 
ally goes to the social sector. 
Thus, much of the funds 
required could be found by real- 
locating existing resources. 

We must be mindful that 
reaching the goals is not an end 
in itself, and that sustaining per- 
formance is the crucial end 
product. Progress should not be 
judged solely on whether every 
goal is technically on target, but 
rather on whether the process 
for affecting real change is suc- 
ceeding. and whether the 
momentum can continue to 
grow. 

In elections around the world 
this year, we hear many promis- 
es about making a better future 
for children. No new blueprints 
art needed. We have proof that 
the promises of the summit for 
children were not just rhetoric. 
The goals are what we all want 
and what children deserve, 

International Herald Tribune 


campaign has _ been 
endorsed by most in the 
.Arab American communi- 
ty), a number of members 
.of Congress (most notably 
our own Nick RahaH >. a 
candidates for a wide range 
of elective offices, leading 
officials in both political 
parties and national leaders 
from both the White House 
and the Dole campaign. 

Before the conference 
actually began, a summit of 
Palestinian American lead- 
ers met in a nearby hotel to 
publicly endorse President 
Clinton. Campaign offi- 
cials. on hand to receive the 
endorsement, thanked the 
Palestinian leaders and 
pledged that the president 
would continue to enforce 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace accord. The next 
day’s newspapers featured 
a bold headline: 
"Palestinian leaders mm to 
Democrats — Clinton gets 
backing in Dearborn.” In 
another endorsement 
announcement, a group of 
Lebanese American busi- 
nessmen presented the 
Clinton campaign with 
their backing for the presi- 
dent reelection. It too. was 
received with appreciation. 

Both cases were a far cry 
from I9SS when the 
Democratic nominee for 
president Michael Dukakis 
actually rejected Arab 
American endorsements, or 
1984 when the Democratic 
nominee Walter Mondale 
returned contributions from 
some Arab American con- 
tributors. 

Once again, a clear exam- 
ple of the progress being 
made by Arab Americans in 


the political mainstream. 

The policy discussions at 
the AAI conference were 
equally noteworthy. While 
significant attention was 
given to the issues of 
Palestine. Lebanon and 
L : .S.-Arab relations, there 
was substantial discussion 
about a number of domestic 
policy concerns. The issues 
of immigration and immi- 
grant rights, and civil liber- 
ties were highlighted. 

So intense was the dis- 
cussion on immigrant 
rights that one observer 
commented: “I remember 
when we couldn't get .Arab 
Americans to discuss 
domestic issues at our con- 
ferences. all they wanted to 
talk about was the Middle 
East. Now we can’t get 
people to focus on the 
Middle East.” 

But thar too w’as a sign of 
progress. Arab Americans 
have definite concerns 
about Middle East issues 
and as a recent poll shows, 
there is a deep community 
consensus in support of the 
peace process, Palestinian 
statehood, and Lebanon's 
sovereignty. What is new is 
that .Arab Americans today 
have become articulate 
defenders of their domestic 
policy concerns as well — 
often finding community 
leaders in the forefront of 
the national debate on these 
questions. This represents 
growth and maturity’ and 
political sophistication. 

What the Michigan con- 
ference made clear is that 
Arab Americans have 
crossed the threshold into 
the U.S. political main- 
stream. Arab Americans 
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who have laboured for 
vears try ing to get iaride. 
must now shake off old 
complexes and recognise 
new responsibilities and 
opportunities. This doe* 
not mean that there are n<' 
problems plaguing Arab 
Americans — in a dunivic- 
racy every group must con- 
tinue to remain vigilant, to 
defend its rights and to 
insist on fairness. 

We still have powerful 
foes w ho seek to weaken u* 
and exclude us — but we 
also now have powerful 
allies who will defend us 
and whom we must now 
also support. 

The lesson we have 
learned is that complaining 
and protesting, w hile useful 
in some instances, are lim- 
ited in effectiveness. 
Organising and registering 
to vote and mobilising that 
vote, on the other hand, can 
produce real victories. 
They can break down barri- 
ers and build a communi- 
ty's stature. What we must 
do now is continue to inten- 
sify’ our effort on this path 
and build on the experience 
of Dearborn's Arab 
.Americans. 

What the past decade has 
taught us is that political 
respect is hard won. It ! 
requires dedicated and 
committed community 
activists and a focus on 
electoral politics. On this 
path we not only earn the j 
recognition we deserve, but i 
achieve the access that will 
advance our community's 
concerns as well. 


Iraq: A free for all 

To the Editor: 

THE SITUATION in Iraq is becoming 
more ridiculous by the minute: vultures 
of every hue and colour are hovering 
over its carcass. 

Certainly Iraq is a hodge-podge of eth- 
nicities, essentially dominated by an 
Arab majority culture, lately in competi- 
tion with a Kurdish minority culture 
which has been asserting its identity for 
the last four decades, but whose faction- 
al leaders seem more concerned about 
clobbering each other than serving their 
people. Hence the latest complications 
in the north of the country. 

The Iraqi society is regrettably also 
distinctly polarised by a Sunni-Shiite 
culture -cum-sectari an schism, with the 
situation being fijrther complicated by 
tiny minorities of Turkmens. Assirians. 
Caideenes and so on. 

This mosaic of ethnicity and culture 
was once held together by a tight frame 
of a credible central system of govern- 
ment, which started breaking at the 
seams after 195S. Thereafter, with every 
successive regime displacing the other 
in the usual form of a coup d'etat, and 
introducing into the Iraqi body politic 
even more illiterate, half-baked, semi- 
educated elements, whose most promi- 
nent quality was trying to prove more 
efficient than the other, eventually the 
situation culminated in what we have 
today: a breakdown of the social fabric 


Illegal omission 

To the Editor: 

LIKE ALL the people in our area who 
crave peace. I watch the nightly news 
and read the newspapers for progress in 
the peace process. I completely agree 
with Palestine National Authority (PNA) 
that, in order to achieve peace.’ the set- 
tlers must be removed, especially from 
Hebron. In this regard, however, one 
glaring omission constantly suiprises 
me. 

In most discussions of the Hebron 
problem no mention is made (at least 
publicly) of the fact that this Jewish set- 
tlement (like all the others') is illegal. It 
began as a criminal trespass by a group 
of American Jewish “tourists” who 
checked into a Hebron hotel and were 
accepted as temporary guests, in good 
faith, by the Arab proprietors. When 
they refused to leave, instead of being 
handcuffed and sent to jail for trial on 


and moral values of a once modern slate 
and hunger and destitution shared by the 
majority, save a minority' of mercenaries 
and opportunists. 

Million of Iraqis now form a sorry 
diaspora, searching for a new identity all 
over the globe to offer them shelter'and 
dignity, which they can no longer aspire 
to in what was once their homeland. 

The end result of this tragic musical 
chairs in a potentially very rich country 
is a state going dismally to the dogs and 
which, if sense dogs not somehow pre- 
vail. may regrettably end up with “once 
upon a time there was a country called 
Iraq.” refrain. 

The latest in the ridiculous free for all 
is that a small minority of Turkmens, 
who live in and around the city of 
Kirkuk and who are no worse-off than 
the majority of Iraqis, have been seeking 
federal status (with their eyes probably 
on the oil wells of Kirkuk), which may 
end-up named mini-Turkmenistan: obvi- 
ously pepped-up by their Turkish men- 
tors who. in blatant contradiction of 
themselves interfere in the internal 
affairs of Iraq but objected vehemently 
when Qadhafi made a statement con- 
cerning the Turkish Kurds. The 
Americans also seem to be involved in 
this disruptive exercise. 

Someone should try to do something to 
stop this tragic charade of nation-bust- 
ing. 

Omar Abbass, 
Amman. 


charges of criminal trespass, or even 
being deported, they came under the 
protection of the Israel army, the rightful 
owners of the hotel evicted. 

In the ensuing years, thev have 
expanded their illegal enclave from 
which they make periodic forays to the 
local mosque for massacres, and have 
displaced the shopkeepers in this impor- 
tant market centre of the West Bank to 
which all the local fanners bring their 
produce for sale. 

My ancestors lost their land vears ago 
in Ireland. If I were to travel to their 
original town, check into a hotel, refuse 
to leave, and regularly murder mv neigh- 
bours. I would expect to be tried for 
criminal trespass and murder. 

By what collective insanity has the 
world come to view the Jewish settlers 
in Hebron as somehow privileged or 
protected by divine sanction? * 


,eave ' instead of A - Clare Brandabur 

handcuffed and sent io jail for trial on Amman’ 

Tjte Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributions from its tenders on anv mh; 
they wish to tackle. Letters intended for publication, however, should contain *rt 
wnter s full name and preferably address as well Names can be withheld onh- ** 
i 'fdhest and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. The 
is not responsible for the return of unused manuscripts. ^ per 


the notary 


By Ali Kasxay 

How can you tell whether 
a copy ix identical to the 
original or not ? Most 
people, in their igno- 
rance. would suggest lhat 
you compare the two \er- 
•aon*. This is where iJiey 
would be making their 
hioomor. because nothing 
could be farther from the 
truth. 

Curinush enough, u is 
not only private citizens 
who make this mistake, 
bul also many official 
bodies in many countries. 
They would accept the 
notion that a photocopy is 
a faithful replica of a din:- 
umerit mere!} because it 
hears the stamp and sip- 
nature of .i notary This 
official would simply 
scrutinise the two docu- 
ments and. should he find 
no disparities, he would 
attest to thU. His stamp 
and signature would sig- 
nify that he stakes his 
professional integrity on 
the fact that the two docu- 
ments are comparable. 
Curiously enough, such a 
testimony seems to satis- 
fy official bodies abroad. 

We in Jordan know bet- 
ter. or so discovered a 
businessman friend of 
mine who was foolish 
enough to contemplate a 
joint's emu re with a for- 
eign counterpart, for 
which purpose he needed 
to send his lawyer abroad 
notarised copies of the 
registration papers of his 
company and of his cer- 
tificate of identity. This is 
where the fun stoned. 

The Jordanian notary 
informed our friend that 
he cun only authenticate 
private deeds and con- 
tracts. Copies of official 
documents intended for 
use abroad hove to he 
authenticated by the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. So. armed with 
the originals and the pho- 
tocopies. the man made 
his way to the ministry, 
only to discover that this 
establishment lacks the 
authority to make the 
complex judgement 
requested. The passport, 
he learnt is issued by the 
Civil Status Depan ment. 
which is the sole agency 
empowered to compare it 
to copies made thereof. 
As for the registration 
papers of a company, they 
are the domain of the 
Ministry of Industry of 
Trade, and only they can 
judge whether ' their 
licences have been faith- 
fully reproduced. Their - 
scrutiny, clearly. ■ would 
succeed in exposing 
deception that the 
untrained eye would 
miss. So well' trained are 
they at this task that the 
officials responsible at 
these departments did no 
more than cast a glance in 
the general direction of 
the copies before they 
produced the rubber 
stamp and testified that 
they w<ere in everv wav 
identical to the orig’inals." 

Not that the stor> r ended 
there. You see. the only 
tody empowered to 
address a foreign agency 
directly is the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and none 
other than its stamp bears 
any validity' beyond our 
national borders. So. our 
friend discovered, he had 
to trudge a second time to 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to have it certify 
that the stamps and signa- 
tures of its sister min- 
istries are actually 
authentic. 

This merry-co-round, 
which is typical of our 
bureaucracy, took up two 
days and endless frustra- 
tion. Need we wonder 
what effect it would have 
°n a potential investor 
who has a few millions 
under his belt, a project in 
his mind, and over a hun- 
dred countries other than 
■Iordan competing to 
ttuthe his life easy in 
order to attract his invest- 
ment ? 
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U.N. agencies alarmed 


over shortages in Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) — 
U.N. Aid agencies have expressed 
alarm at the lack of food, medicine and 
clean water m Iraq, saying only four 
per cent of the funds they asked for 
had been donated by the international 
community. 

Carol Bellamy, the director of the 
U.N. Children's Fund (UNICEF) said 
4.500 children under five years of age 
were dying each month from hunger 
and disease and some “modest financ- 
ing" at minimum was needed. 

UNICEF officials later clarified that 
this figure was given by the Iraqi gov- 
ernment but nevertheless was an indi- 
cation of the crisis. 

Of the $39.9 million requested in a 
September appeal only $1.6 million 
was received, from the Netherlands 
and from France, Yasushi Akashi, the 
undersecretary-general for humanitari- 
an affairs, told a news conference. 

And according to Catherine Bertini, 
director of the U.N. World Food 
Programme, “the humanitarian situa- 
tion throughout Iraq is dismal, and 
with the onset of winter, will become 
critical for tens of thousands of women 
children and other Iraqis who already 
are living well below the poverty 
level.” . 

Mr. Akashi said that one reason for 
the paucity of funds was the expecta- 
tion that the oil-for-food plan would be 
going into effect shortly. 

This arrangement, still to be imple- 
mented. allows Iraq to sell $2 billion 


worth of oil to purchase food, medi- 
cine and other necessities in scarce 
supply since U.N. sanctions were 
imposed in August 1990. 

Humanitarian goods are exempted 
from the sanctions but Iraq has said 
that the impact of sanctions on its 
infrastructure has added to the disas- 


trous situation. 

The latest delay came after Iraq 
insisted on curbing the freedom of 
movement for U.N. staff, limiting their 
numbers and choosing local personnel 
to work with the United Nations. Both 
Ms. Bertini and Ms. Bellamy said their 
staffs so far had encountered no diffi- 
culties. 

Bur Mr. Akashi said Iraq's U.N. 
envoy, Nizar Haradoon, told him that 
these issues could be resolved if the 
Security Council's Sanctions 
Committee would approve a new oil 
pricing formula under which various 
types of petroleum would be sold. 

Iraq on Thursday submitted a new 
formula. Its previous one in August 
was approved by all committee mem- 
bers except the United States, which 
gave no reason for its delay. 

The new appeal for Iraq was from 
October to December and would be 
suspended or re-examined if the oil- 
for-food plan were implemented, Mr. 
Akashi said. It was to cover more than 
7 million people in all parts of Iraq. 

Ms. Bertini said she needed $19 mil- 
lion for 2.15 milli on “highly vulnera- 
ble” people, including 900,000 war 


widows, 180.000 malnourished chil- 
dren under five and 200.000 pregnant 
or nursing mothers. UNICEF needs 
$10 million for essential medicine and 
food supplement for children suffering 
from disease and malnutrition. 
Holdbrook Arthur, director of the U.N. 
World Food Programme in Iraq, said 
the situation was expected to worsen 
soon, with food distribution due to 
stop altogether next month in the south 
and centre of the country because 
stocks were depleted. 

“’We are running down on supplies 
which take care of a little more than 2 
million people in all of Iraq,” Mr. 
Arthur told the Associated Press in 
Baghdad. ‘‘The situation is critical and 
it will be worse if nobody intervenes,” 
he said. 

“The situation is critical and it will 
be worse if nobody intervenes," he 
said. 

He said recent fighting between 
Kurdish factions in northern Iraq had 
affected relief food distribution in the 
area for two weeks this month, forcing 
the suspension of all relief activity at 
one point in the province of 
Sulaimaniyeh. Mr. Arthur said he 
expected the situation in the north to 
reach a crisis level by December 
although a ceasefire has been general- 
ly holding for the past week. 

He gave no details, but said that only 
about half of relief beneficiaries in 
northern Iraq had received food so far 
in October. 


King stresses importance to EU role in peace process 


(Continued from page 1 


Replying a question on the 
possibilities of war in the 
region, the King said that no 
one wished to see another war 
in the Middle East. 

“Everybody should fight 
those extremists who destroyed 
the peace march,” the King 
said. “I agree that we are fac- 
ing a difficult moment but that 
does not cause us to despair. I 
believe the cause of peace is a 
worthy one — peace is in the 
interest of the region’s peo- 
ple." • - ‘ ... 

On U.S. mediator Dennis 
Ross* efforts to work out an 
Israel i-Palestini an agreement 
on Hebron. President Mubarak 
said Mr. Ross bad tried to 
narrow the gap between the 
two sides but when he did not 
succeed the way he wished, he 
returned to the U.S. 

The King was received at 
and seen off from Sharm A1 
Sheikh by President Mubarak. 
Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kamal Janzouri and other 
senior officials. 

Upon return home, the King 
was received by Royal family 
members. Upper House 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi and 
Lower House Speaker Sa'd 
Hayel Srour and high-ranking 
officials. 

The King was accompanied 
by His Royal Highness Prince 
Hamzeh. Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Royal 


Court Chief Awn Khasawneh. 

Later on Tuesday. Mr. 
Kabariti chaired a regular 
Cabinet session and briefed the 
council on the King's talks 
with President Mubarak. The 
Council of Ministers voiced 
satisfaction for the outcome of 
the visit, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher told 
reporters after the session that 
the talks between the King and 
President Mubarak centred on 
the Israel i-Palestinian negotia- 
tions and' the oulcbme' of the" 
recent "visit by French 
President Jacques Chirac to 
the region. 

Dr Muasher said Jordanian- 
Egyprian coordination was 
excellent and the two sides 
had identical views over issues 
of common concern. 

Dr. Muasher said that the 
government had not fixed a 
date for a visit to Jordan by 
Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman but contacts to 
arrange such a visit were con- 
tinuing. 

He added that the Cabinet 
approved a draft companies 
law which will be referred to 
Parliament soon. 

Dr. Muasher said that the 
government was in the process 
of forming a delegation to the 
Middle East and North Africa 
economic summit to be held in 
Cairo. 

Earlier Tuesday, the Egyptian 


president drove King Hussein 
from Sharm A1 Sheikh airport 
and the two leaders chaned 
with tourists at a hotel in the 
Sinai resort before opening 
their summit. 

The two leaders decided to 
hold the meeting, their first 
since an Arab summit in Cairo 
in June, during a telephone 
conversation on Monday. 

Their summit followed Mr. 
Ross' decision Monday to 
return home following a three- 
week effort to forge an agree- 
ment between • Israelis and 
“Palestinians “on “Israel ‘s Jdng- 
dfclayed withdrawal from 
Hebron. 

Mr. Mubarak declined to 
attend an emergency summit 
organised by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton in Washington on 
early October after unprece- 
dented clashes between Israelis 
and Palestinians left over 80 
people dead. 

King Hussein said during the 
Sharm Al Sheikh press confer- 
ence that at the Washington 
summit he had praised Mr. 
Mubarak's decision to stay 
away. 

Mr. Mubarak and the King 
have been kept informed by the 
Palestinians of developments 
in their negotiations with 
Israel. 

Prime Minister Kabariti and 
his Egyptian counterpan 
Janzouri held a round of sepa- 
rate talks at Sharm Al Sheikh. 

Meanwhile in Cairo, a state- 


ment issued by Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid welcomed the 
appointment of an EU envoy to 
the peace process. 

“This appointment at this 
time is a reflection of the EU's 
interest in establishing a com- 
prehensive. just and lasting 
peace in the region." the state- 
ment said. 

“It shows a sincere desire to 
work with all the parties con- 
cerned, internationally and 
regionally, to advance the 
peace_ process/’ ; < 

Mr. Abdul Meguid said Mr. 1 
Moratinos had the league’s 
support “in his efforts to make 
the peace process succeed on 
the basis of the U.N. resolu- 
tions and the principle of 
(Israel) trading land-for- 
peace." 

He added that the special 
envoy “will be received with 
great satisfaction in all the 
Arab countries." 

The league's assistant secre- 
tary general. Said Kama!, told 
journalists that “we want 
Europe to supplement the roles 
of the United States and 
Russia, not substitute for 
them." 

Washington and Moscow 
have co-sponsored the peace 
process since 

its inception in 1991. 
However, Europe is the 
largest financial contributor to 
the Palestinians. 


Crown Prince moots idea of one political umbrella 


(Continued from page 1) 


to His Majesty to come to 
Prague and we discussed the 
intention (for me) to make a 
visit to Jordan next year." the 
president told a press confer- 
ence he held jointly with Prince 
Hassan. whom he hailed as a 
“distinguished intellectual of 
the Arab World. 

President Havel expressed 
strong support for the peace 
process in the Middle East and 
readiness to extend “economic 
cooperation in the (post-war) 
reconstruction at the region ” 

The Crown Prince echoed the 
Czech leader's warm feelings 
saying that “I speak on behalf 
of His Majesty (in saying that) 
we have high regard for 
President Havel's courageous 
and principled policies." 

“There are many similarities 
between our two countries.” 
the Crown Prince said, “and we 
should be pro-active in the 
rebirth of our cold relation- 
ship” following the recent his- 
toric changes in both central 
Europe and the Middle East. 

“Leaders who represent the 
politics of the middle ground 
should represent a powerful 
lobby of the powerless." the 
Crown Prince said, in reference 
of ideas he had earlier dis- 
cussed with the Czech prime 
minister, Vaclav Klaus, on the 
possibility of bringing under 
one political umbrella small 
and medium-size moderate 
states from different parts of 
the world. 


Prince Hassan did not want 
to be drawn into discussing 
such ideas, “in the presence of 
the press," when he was asked 
(at a lecture he delivered to the 
Boheniae Foundation later on 
in the day) whether his visit to 
Prague was pan of a new effort 
directed at bringing together 
such states. But at the press 
conference with Mr. Havel he 
strongly indicated that there 
should be an international 
effort similar to chat made on 
Bosnia, where like-minded 
states could cooperate to solve 
regional problems and open 
constructive dialogues among 
nations. “If it worked in 
Bosnia, why can’t (such effort) 
work in the Middle East, in 
Iraq, for example." Prince 
Hassan asked. 

“A security dialogue can 
carry over to a cultural dia- 
logue and this can carry over to 
different kinds of dialogues." 
he said, when discussing such 
programmes as the Terra Media 
(middle ground), which he is 
spearheading, and the Forum 
2000, which President Havel 
leads, and to whose next meet- 
ing in Prague next year the 
Crown Prince has been invited 
by the president. 

“There is a wider-reaching 
area of commonality (between 
Jordan and the Czech 
Republic), and this concerns 
our place on the regional and 
global stages.” the Crown 
Prince said in his lecture. "The 
Czech Republic is striving to 
be part of a pan-European 


order of inter-dependence and 
inter-connection. complete 
with a corporate identity, 
regional discourse, and mecha- 
nisms of dialogue, security and 
cooperation. 

“We in Jordan fully under- 
stand this aspiration, for we are 
working to establish regional 
structures with similar charac- 
teristics in the Middle Eosl 
Our objective is to facilitate the 
process of mutual understand- 
ing and tolerant co-existence, 
and to promote standards of 
peaceful international behav- 
iours. We therefore seek not an 
exclusive alliance aimed at a 
common threat, but rather an 
inclusive grouping aimed at 
reducing tensions and creating 
norms of reconciliation,” he 
added. 

“The first step in such a 
process would be to articulate a 
code of conduct specifying the 
rights and obligations entailed 
in being part of the region. 
These simple but obligatory 
ground rules might include 
respect for national borders, 
rejection of violence, coopera- 
tion on security and economic 
matters, democratisation and 
respect for human rights. It has 
been widely acknowledged 
among others by Henry 
Kissinger, that the existence of 
such a code was important to 
the success of the Helsinki 


process. 

The Crown Prince went to 
say that some pointers for the 
future can be found in the 
Barcelona Declaration, which 


has been approved throughout 
the region. “The declaration 
includes a code of conduct con- 
taining similar norms to those I 
have suggested. Indeed, it may 
be that in the very act of defin- 
ing its relationship with 
Europe, the region will develop 
a clearer sense of its own iden- 
tity. The same applies to inter- 
national security organisations. 
With this in mind, Jordan par- 
ticipates in a political and secu- 
rity dialogue with NATO, has 
been proposed for observer sta- 
tus at the OSCE, and is aiming 
for parliamentary observer sta- 
tus in the NAA.” 

“I am sure that Czech experts 
have put in a great deal of 
thinking on questions of this 
son. It would be extremely 
fruitful for us to engage in dia- 
logue on these issues, which 
will after all shape the next mil- 
lennium" 

In answering a reporter's' 
question. President Havel said 
that his counfry fully supported 
cooperation between Middle 
Eastern countries, the 
European Union (EU), which 
it is expected to join in 1999, 
and such organisations as the 
Organisation for Security and 
Coopertion in Europe (OSCE). 
“It's tremendously important 
(to cooperate) through such 
organisations, which need not 
represent only one region in the 
world," he said. “And in this 
respect, I have expressed ray 
support for the Terra Media 
project which His Royal 
Highness heads." 



PALESTINIAN RAGE: Palestinian boys hurl stones towards Israeli soldiers who are below on a bypass road 
used by Jewish settlers in the West Bank following the beating to death of a Palestinian boy by a settler 
(Renters photo) 


Mideast still boiling 40 years after 


Suez war, but roles have changed 


CAIRO (AP) — It is the 
eve of an American presi- 
dential election. The Middle 
East is in more than its 
usual turmoil, and the 
United States is pushing 
negotiations to keep ten- 
sions from boiling into 
armed conflict. 

ft may sound like today's 
world, but the year was 
1956. The president seeking 
reelection was Dwight 
Eisenhower. And the tur- 
moil that erupted on Oct. 29 
was the Suez war. 

Forty years later, the 
Arab-Israeli struggle drags 
on. But the Middle East 
chessboard has been turned 
a few times. 

In an example of how 
times have changed- France 
was Israel's^ ally ancTchief 
arms supplier in 1956. 
Today, it is urging creation 
of a Palestinian state and is 
seen by Israelis as pro- 
Arab. Shimon Peres, later 
Israel's most dovish prime 
minister, was then an Israeli 


defence official who helped 
secure British and French 
collusion in Israel's inva- 
sion of Egypt- 
The war started after 
Egyptian President Gamal 
Abdul Nasser took over the 
Suez canal on July 26 and 
set up his own company to 
run it. He needed the canal 
to help finance building the 
Aswan High Dam, because 
Britain and the U.S. had 
reneged on pledges of 
financial support. 

The seizure of the canal 
was a blow to the old colo- 
nial powers Britain and 
France, who had helped 
build it. And the United 
States saw it as a threat to 
world shipping. ; - — 
Eisenhower, running for 
reelection dfc a* peace plat- 
form, feared American vot- 
ers would oppose a war that 
smacked of colonialism. He 
urged diplomacy first - and 
he definitely wanted no 
invasion before election 
day. 


During a long, hot sum- 
mer of meetings. France, 
Israel and Britain launched 
a plat) to thwart Abdul 
Nasser. Israel would invade 
Egypt's Sinai, and the 
French and British would 
step in under the guise of 
protecting the Suez Canal. 
In the bargain. Europe 
would regain control of die 
canal, the main sea passage 
to Asia. 

Israel invaded on Ocl 29. 
The next day, Britain and 
France issued an ultimatum, 
threatening to send their 
own troops unless Israel and 
Egypt withdrew their 
armies to 10 miles from the 
canal. 

There was no withdrawal,; 
and^iFrance -and Britain 
began bombing Egypt on 
Oct.. 31. They invaded on 
Nov.. 5. 

The Soviet Union threat- 
ened to intervene. 
Eisenhower was furious. 
The United States pressured 
the British and French to 


withdraw in December. The 
Israelis withdrew the fol- 
lowing March. 

The second of five Arab- 
Israeli wars ended with an 
Egyptian death toll estimat- 
ed at between 2,000 and 
3,000. Israel lost 172 sol- 
diers. Britain 16 and France 
10 . 

For Britain, die canal's 
nationalisation was a bitter 
blow, as its influence had 
already begun to wane after 
World War II. Prime 
Minister Anthony Eden did 
not want to “appease" 
Abdul Nasser, as Britain 
had earlier done with Adolf 
Hitler. His goal was tq top- 
ple die E^iian leadeff 

Todiy. Egypt's most pi*p- 
ular movie is'^Nasser • 56“ 
— about the seizing of the 
canal — in which headlines 
from British dailies flash 
across the screen calling 
Abdul Nasser ‘Hiller on the 
Nile." : 


Czech leader to visit Jordan in April; 
Czechs want boosted economic ties 


Clashes erupt after funeral 


(Continued from page 1) 


Vladimir Dlouhy, with 
whom Prince Hassan met 
separately yesterday, also 
expressed their country’s 
interest in promoting eco- 
nomic trade ties with 
Jordan. Currently the 
Kingdom's imports from 
the Czech republic stand at 
around only $3.50 million, 
while Jordan exports less 
than a $1.0 million worth of 
goods, mainly pharmaceuti- 
cals, to the Republic. 

The minister of, state for 
foreign affairs, Khaled 


Madadha. yesterday signed 
a cultural, educational and 
youth agreement with his 
Czech counterpart. The 
minister of culture, on 
whose behalf Mr. Madadha 
signed, was unable to come 
to Prague for the ceremony 
due to other travel plans he 
was making. The accord 
signed is in effect in imple- 
mentation of an agreement 
signed between Jordan and 
the former Czechoslovakia 
in 1978, stipulating 
exchange of scholarships, 
youth activities and educa- 
tional programmes. 


Negotiators at work despite 
absence of Arafat and Ross 


(Continued from page 1) 


Monday after the two sides 
failed to reach agreement before 
Mr. Arafat left on a European 
tour. 

Dennis Ross. President 
Clinton's special Mideast 
envoy, returned to Washington 
early Tuesday, U.S. embassy 
spokesman Richard Scorza 
said. 

But talks resumed Tuesday 
afternoon in Tel Aviv, with 
Palestinian top negotiator Saeb 
Erekat and Jibril Rajoub. the 
Palestinian security chief in the 
West Bank, there for the 
Palestinian side, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Israeli government 

spokesman Moshe Fogel con- 
firmed that the talks were 
underway “in the security 
area.” 

“From our point of view, we 
can continue discussing the 
security aspects and trying to 
pinpoint where we can go for- 
ward," he said. 

Earlier Tuesday. Israel and 
the Palestinians traded accusa- 
tions over who was responsible 
for the failure to reach agree- 
ment 

“At the moment the one who 
is delaying its completion is the 
Palestinian side," said Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 


Netanyahu. Other Israeli offi- 
cials criticised Mr. Arafat for 
leaving for Europe before an 
agreement was reached 
Mr. Arafat, speaking to 
reporters in Norway on Monday 
night, rejected the suggestion 
that he had dodged agreement 
“It is the Israelis who have 
escaped by not implementing 
accurately and honestly what 
has been agreed upon and what 
has been signed" he said 
Israel’s previous government 
signed an agreement with the 
Palestinians to withdraw from 
Palestinian areas of Hebron. 

But Mr. Netanyahu, who took 
office in June, has insisted (hat 
the agreement be modified to 
improve security for the settlers. 

The Palestinian Information 
Ministry issued a statement 
Tuesday said that the 
Netanyahu government “does 
not have any intention of imple- 
menting the agreement.” know- 
ing that the Palestinians will not 
agree to renegotiate the existing 
agreements. 

The Clinton administration 
insisted that the Hebron talks 
had not broken down and pre- 
dicted an accord would be 
reached within a month. 
Officials said Mr. Ross would 
go back to the region after Mr. 
Arafat’s return (see page 2). 


( Continued from page 1) 

run away. 

But other children who 
were with Shusha said 
Kuna an raced into the vil- 
lage after hearing that 
stones had been thrown at 
Israeli cars in the area and 
attacked Shusha, kicking 
and hitting him on the head 
with the butt of his gun. 

A Jerusalem court on 
Tuesday ordered Kurman 
held until Friday while 
police pursue their investi- 
gation. 

Several hundred people 
attended Sbusha's funeral, a 
double tragedy for the 
Shusha family since his 
baby sister suffers from a 
congenital genetic defect 
and could only be saved by 
a bone marrow transplant 
from the dead boy, his par- 
ents said. 

An autopsy showed that 
Shusha died from a blow to 
the left side of the head. 
Israeli police spokesman 
Boaz Goldberg said it was 
not clear from the autopsy 
whether the boy was beaten 
or fell. 

In Tuesday’s funeral pro- 
cession, more than 2,000 
Palestinians walked behind 


a stretcher that carried 
Shusha’s body, wrapped in 
a blanket. "Destroy Beita.” 
the crowd chanted. Women 
watching from balconies 
cried and ululated as the 
procession snaked through 
the village. 

Residents from the nearby 
Israeli town of Zur Hadassa 
sent a message of condo- 
lence over “the tragic inci- 
dent" to both the Susha 
family and entire village of 
Husan, residents said. 

The message will be pub- 
lished Wednesday in the 
Palestinian press, they said. 

Tuesday's clash, the sec- 
ond at Husan in two days, 
underscored how volatile 
the situation is in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip fol- 
lowing the latest crisis in 
Israeli -Palestinian peace 

talks. 

Paying a condolence visit 
to the Shusha family, 
Palestinian Information 
Minister Yasser Abed 
Rabbo said: "We are saying 
clearly that there will not be 
a successful peace process 
while murderers are terror- 
ising our people without 
restraint. The solution is to 
disarm the settlers." 


Israel flexes muscles on Golan 


(Continued from page 1) 
bracing itself for war Tuesday 
and warned Arabs it is time to 
consider options other than 
the peace process. 

“The Israeli government is 
preparing the region for a new 
war as an alternative to peace 
and is beating the drums of 
war,” said an editorial in Al 
Baatb. owned by the ruling 
party of President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

“The Arabs have submitted 
or peace everything which is 
demanded from them," said 
the newspaper. "But now, it is 
high lime for them to deal 
with Israel in the only style it 
can understand and to look for 
new alternatives." 

The newspaper said Arabs 
must move quickly to face the 


current circumstances and to 
protect their interests and 
rights. 

The paper s comment came 
in response to an Israeli news- 
paper report Sunday that the 
Israeli array is askinc for 3.5 
b«Ilion shekels (Sl.f billion) 
to prepare for a limited war. 
The Haaretz newspaper said 
that because of recent years* 
progress towards peace with 
the Arabs, (he Israeli armv's 
logistical preparedness has 
suffered “For the Israelis, the 
Peace process is actual Iv 
over." said Al Baath. 
^Therefore, Israel is submit- 
ting a new alternative which 
embodies its doctrine, helps it 
to reshuffle cards in the region 
and take matters back to the 
pre-Madrid conference stage." 
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Arab bourses blamed Omani economy soars but 


for capital flight 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab stock markets have 
remained among the weak- 
est bourses in the world and 
this has scared off regional 
investors and contributed to 
a steady capital flight 
experts have said. 

Although several Arab 
countries have sought to 
develop their bourses with- 
in overall economic 
reform 1 ;, their markets still 
lack an adequate infrastruc- 
ture and their capital is less 
than one third of Taiwan's 
market capitalisation. 

“We can not consider the 
stock markets in the .Arab 
World as effective instru- 
ments in mobilising finan- 
cial resources " said Ahmad 
Abdul Latif. chairman of 
the Arab Banking Corpora- 
tion i ABC), the biggest 
Arab bank. 

“As we see. the bourses in 
some .Arab countries have 
remained undeveloped. In 
other members, they failed 
to deal with the large finan- 
cial surpluses, leading to 
the transfer of such surplus- 
es to abroad, mainly for- 
eign states." he added. 

Mr. Abdul Latif, writing 
in the UAE economic 
weekly Emirates Today, 
said the capitalisation of 17 
Arab markets stood at 
around $80 billion while in 
other developing nations, it 
totalled S247 billion in Tai- 
wan. SI 92 billion in South 
Korea and S1S9 billion in 
Brazil. 

Turnover is also far lower 
than those markets as gov- 
ernments have a large own- 
ership in traded shares and 


Arabs prefer to invest in 
banks. 

“The investment aware- 
ness is primitive among the 
majority of Arab citizens as 
they rend to keep their 
assets as liquidity. Activity 
in the .Arab markets is also 
confined to trading of 
shares and bonds." Mr. 
Abdul Latif said. 

“The Arab markets are 
also suffering from organi- 
sational deficiencies and 
the absence of specialised 
financial institutions, con- 
sultancy services, broker- 
age houses, investment 
firms and market-makers.” 
he pointed out. 

Despite the return of bil- 
lions of dollars to the .Arab 
region over the past few 
years because of economic 
reforms, the Arab League's 
22 members still have more 
than $600 billion in over- 
seas investment, according 
to bankers. 

The assets are concentrat- 
ed in the West in stocks and 
development bonds, real 
estate and bank deposits. 

.Arab officials have often 
called for the repatriation of 
part of those funds to 
finance reforms aimed at 
tackling long-standing eco- 
nomic problems. 

But investors argue the 
Arab market is relatively 
small and incentives are 
still insufficient. They also 
cite security reasons in 
some Arab countries. 

“There is no doubt the 
poor performance of the 
stock markets in the Arab 
World is one of the key fac- 
tors for the accumulation of 


.Arab funds abroad," said 
Zuhair Kaswani, a leading 
United Arab Emirates 
stockbroker. 

“Take the stock 
exchanges in the Gulf 
countries as an example ... 
the number of the shares 
traded every day does not 
exceed five per cent of the 
total shares. This is because 
the governments have a 
high stake in most trading 
institutions and dealing is 
restricted to national 
investors." he indicated. 

More than 2,000 compa- 
nies and banks trade their 
shares in the Arab World 
but many of the exchanges 
have remained closed to 
foreign investors. 

In some members, author- 
ities have been reluctant to 
open floors while in others, 
share-dealing is virtually 
absent. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. whose 
Bahraini-based bank is 
owned by Kuwait the UAE 
and Libya, said it was time 
for Arab states to develop 
their bourses. 

“The authorities should 
draw up clear and well- 
defined objectives for the 
stock markets to comple- 
ment their reforms." he 
said. 

“They should also intro- 
duce legislations that wilt 
spur share-dealing, prevent 
insider-trading, and encour- 
age the creation of market- 
makers. financial services 
establishments and other 
necessary facilities. This 
will turn the markets into . 
an effective financing tool.” 


balance of payments hit 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Higher oi! prices and 
reforms boosted Oman's 
economy by more chan 10 
per cent in 1995 but its bal- 
ance of payments was hit by 
a surge in imports and remit- 
tances by foreigners, an offi- 
cial report has showed. 

In current prices, the gross 
domestic produce (GDP) of 
the small Gulf oil producer 
surged by 10.4 per cent to 
4.7S billion Omani riyals 
($12.42 billion) in 1995 
from 4.33 billion riyals 
(S 11.25 billion). the 
Kuwaiti-based Arab Corpo- 
ration for Investment Guar- 
antee ( ACIG) said. 

The oil sector soared by 
12.8 per cent while the non- 
oil industrial sector jumped 
by 14 per cent and the 
remaining sectors by 
between 5.3 and 6.5 per 
cent. 

“The upsurge in the econ- 
omy was mainly due to { 
higher oil revenues and gov- 
ernment policies to diversify 
the economy." the ACIG 
study said. 

Oman produces about 
S55.000 barrels per day 
(bpd) of crude oil and oil 
exports provide more than 
SO per cent of its total 
income. 

This reliance has made its 
economy highly vulnerable 
to oil-price fluctuations. 

Total earnings grew by 
more than 10 per cent to 
1.84 billion riyals ($4.78 bil- 
lion) in 1995 due to an 
increase in crude prices bv 
$1.3. 

But the increase in earn- 
ings from higher oil prices 


was offset by a sharp rise in 
imports and remittances by 
the large foreign community 
in the sultanate. 

Foreigners, most of them 
from Asia, make up more 
than a third of Oman's pop- 
ulation. 

ACIG. an affiliate of the 
Arab League, said imports 
surged by an average 9.4 per 
cent annually during the 
1991-1995 development 
plan, far higher than export 
growth. This increased pres- 
sure on the trade balance 
although Oman continued to 
record surpluses, the report 
added. 

“On the other hand, there 
w as an increase in capital 
outflow, including profit 
transfers by foreign compa- 
nies in Oman and remit- 
tances by expatriates," it 
pointed oul 


“Such developments dur- 
ing the five-year plan turned 
a surplus in Oman s balance 
of payments of about *150 
million riyals iS1.24 billion) 
in 1990 into a deficit of 3^0 
million riyals iSI.OI billion) 
in 1995." the report 
explained. 

The balance of payments, 
the record of a country 's 
transactions with the rest of 
the world, includes the cur- 
rent account — trade in 
goods and services, private 
and official financial trans- 
fers. and the capital account 
— the difference between 
inflows and outflows of cap- 
ital. 

Oman's budget has also 
suffered from~a persistent 
deficit due to higher expen- 
ditures and weak oil prices 
over the past decade. 

But officials have spoken 
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0.9396 

1.18 

- 

1137.56 1.2794 

3.8550 

ITLim 

0.0007 

0.9948 

0.4096 

0.0828 

1330.67 

0.8570 

11.16 

3.3674 

NX Cuildcr 

0.5909 

! 89.05 

0.3670 

74.14 

67.31 

0.7945 

894.96 

3.0167 

FR Franc 

0.1958 

0.2954 

0.1216 

24.5693 

22.30 

0.2634 

33.13 33.1300 
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Mid-East Currencies 


Lebanon’s Hariri rules out tax increases 
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W. Texas 24.60 
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KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


BEIRUT (R) — Prime Min- 
ister Rafik Al Hariri said his 
new govemme-nt would-not • 
increase personal and cor- 
porate tax ceilings which he 
cut to 10 per cent each in 
1994. 

Mr. Hariri made the state- 
ment at a weekend mass 
meeting with businessmen 
and politicians as he began 
consultations on forming 
his third government. 

Asked if the government 
would increase tax rates to 
help cover its yawning bud- 
get deficit, in which rev- 
enue is about 50 per cent of 
expenditure, he said he had 


no intention of changing 
the law. 

• Slashing tax rates in 1-994 - 
had increased government’ 
'revenue because many- 
Lebanese had avoided pay- 
ing taxes when rates were 
higher, Mr. Hariri said. 

“Taxation was before 
between 38 per cent and 40 
per cent but the government 
received little of this rev- 
enue," Mr. Hariri said. 

“That is why we set taxes 
at 10 per cent and the gov- 
ernment now receives more 
revenue than before. It has 
increased. Therefore, it is 
clear that we are not going 


to change this law'." he 
added. 

Some Beirut bankers and 
economists argue that- tax 
revenue provides a 'dispro- 
portionately low contribu- 
tion to government revenue 
and that introduction of a 
value added tax at 12 per 
cent could solve chronic 
public debt and deficit 
problems. 

Mr. Hariri made no men- 
tion of value added tax. 

The prime minister reaf- 
firmed his support for the 
steadily strengthening 
Lebanese pound, saying 
that anyone who tried to 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 French 
mathematician 
7 Comedian Mort 

11 Autumn mo. 

14 as ashes" 
(Sterne) 

15 Melville novel 

1 6 “Exodus" hero 

17 Essayist 

19 Batter's space 

20 Cassowary kin: 
var. 

21 Actress Turner 

22 The best 

23 Roman Empire 
historian 

26 Food factory 

29 Years on end 

30 Color 

31 Expires 

33 More recent 

37 And others: 
abbr. 

39 Rubbish 

42 Throat rattle 

43 Distributor part 

45 Iridescent gem 

47 Through: pref. 

43 Italia's capital 

51 First 

53 Circumnavigator 

57 Mount Pelee 
output 

58 Poet Teasdale 

59 Conger and 
moray 

62 Fuss 

63 Famous peak 
man 

66 Miss Piggy’s 

word 

67 ’-.was I — 
saw..." 

68 “ — the Heart of 
Texas' 

69 Purpose 

70 Watched closely 

71 Fideies' 
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speculate against the cur- 
rency would lose heavily. 

Mr. Hariri, who has 
backed the steady apprecia- 
tion of the pound in his first 
four years in office, issued 
the warning at a weekend 
mass meeting with busi- 
nessmen and politicians. 

‘Those who played 
against the Lebanese pound 
before lost millions of dol- 
lars and we know all these 
people. If they try to repeat 
this game they will lose 
even more,” Mr. Hariri said 
in reply to a question. 

“It is forbidden to play 
this game because it is play- 
ing with the life of the 
Lebanese people and we do 
not permit this game, 
absolutely, neither by big 
players nor by little play- 
ers," he said. 
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0.4026 

0.16576 

0.2724 

0^11 1 17 

0.1693 

3.3406 
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2.07533 

0.3770 

4.0032 

1.64853 

2.1664 

3.2684 

1.3458 
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Currency Deposit Rates tBidi 


Gold 

. Silver (iaS) 
Platinum trot's) 
AL (3* Months) 
CU p Months) 
Zinc p Months) 
Lead p Months) 
NT p Months) 


381.15 | 381.65 
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5.53 

5.62 

5.76 5.85 

6.01 

0.39 

0.34 0.38 

0.40 

2.88 

3.00 3.06 

3.00 

3.30 

3.31 3.42 

3.50 

1.62 

1.75 1.79 

1.87 

7.89 

7.62 7.46 
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Coffee tc/ll»<) 
Cucoa (S/ton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheal p/ton) 
Soya (c/I hs | 
''Tea (stR/kgl' 
Barley (S/bstij 
' Rice (S/ronj • 



126.5 


1424 


322.8 


165 


21.93 

- 

117 


Z27 


470 . 


0.4653 0.4686 

0.5618 0.5646 


US Dollar 0.70B 0.710 

GB Sterility* 1.1399 1.1456 

DE Marl, 0.4663 0.4661 

C)) Franc 0.5618 0.564C 

FR Franc 0.128 0.1383 

JP Yen 0.6188 0.621* 

NL Guilder 0.4158 0.417S 

IT Lira 0.46 53 0.4676 

Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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A 0RIN< OF uJATER. 
WILL CAlM YOUR 
NERVE 5.. ^ 

- 


ITS J0ST 
UlHAT r 
NEED.. 


SEE? I'M MAR PLY 
5HAKUS6..AND 
FRETENDIN6 LUCY 
ISN’T EVEN AROUND.. 


OKAV, LET'S GET THIS 
v SHOW ON THE ROAD/ 
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of plans to trim the shortfall 
in the next few >CJrs and 
wipe it out completely in 
2000. 

Expert** slid the balance of 
pa' ment<. a key indicator in 
economic performance, 
would remain under pres- 
sure in the next three year* 
as Oman is being ! creed to 
import capital and technoln- 
for an ambitious itus liq- 
uefaction plant. The project 
will sharph boost the coun- 
try’s revenues when it starts 
expons to Japan and other 
Asian consumers in 2i*00. 
they >aid. 

■■The LNG 'liquefied nat- 
ural gas; project will give a 
strong boost to Oman s 
economy and correct its bal- 
ance of payments when it is 
operated.” a Muscat-based 
economist said. 
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down 

1 Moccasin 
. a Court great 
'3-Canned meal 

4 Lurch 

5 Referred 

6 Shelter 

7 Celestial system 


B Blake of TV 
g Publicly paid 
respect 

10 Tennis shot 

1 1 Man of 
prominence 

12 Maine town 

13 Female fox 
18 Killer 

22 Doubleday, for 
one 

24 Formal court 
order 

25 Charged atom 

26 Sonny's partner, 
once 

27 Conveyance 

28 Shipshape 
32 — Paulo 

34 Dry gully 

35 See 17A 

36 Genuine 
38 Luft of song 

40 Staircase type 

41 Tennis champ 
Mandlikova 

44 Mythical bird 
46 Compared 
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HASTVEK1NDOP J Tl 
NIGHT HE COULD ^ ^ 
HAVE EVERY 
y NIGHT IF HE 
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49 Wretchedness 55 Shun 




At 

/if* 


50 As busy — 

52 Portable 
dwelling: var. 

53 Sweetheart 

54 Radioactive 
element 


56 Celtic priest 

60 Edges 

61 Comical sketch 

63 Letter 

64 Turkish chamber 

65 Comp. pt. 
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ARIES: [March 2] ^ 
Apnl l l b Rid >-oundf v( 
unnuyonces today 
make you unhappy ^ 
fed in? alone. Don't seer 
: clear *>f in.fiucnliaJ pers<s 
. later ibis evening. thcn% 
you wiil be able to 
success and vdoahte 
ness know ledge. . ' 
TAI RLS: ; April 20 & 

• May 2b i Be wuh fne^ 

• foday who are 

a) and avoid the unp&.' 
dictahle kind orherwiit 

• there could be difficafeiei 
; in >our career activity 

Make headway toward a] 
often <hed wish which yc® j 
have -ought for sometime. ! 

• GEMINI: 'May 21- to| 
June 21 ' Be sure to frtkwc 
through today on direc- L 
lives of higher-ups exaaly f 

1 withtTUt geuing into any | 
disagreemenis. Later this i 
evening you can seek «s j 
the yv* i stance of a kmwi- j 
; edgeable person for a rv j 
•> proicct veu are given. i 
MOON CHILDREN; i 
; ) June 22 to July 21) Pfenj 


. how to grow hv adopting aj ; ' 
. new attitude today aodj j 


■ you can gam your purpose 

■ es easily. Laier ^sj 


( \ 

1 qah 


■ es easily. Later Bffij-;.' 

• evening >ou can meet 
•with dose Friends ead 

| have a fun lime mgetittf > ‘ 

. for in ihc days ahead yoo 
i could find yourself very ... * ( 

busy. 

\ LEO: (July 22 to August 
i 2 U Be sure to keep 
! promises you have made 
. to dose friends and loved 

■ ones. Try to please your 

; mate in the evening and j 
; you will receive affection \ 
in return. Control your \ 

: temper, so there won't be , 

I any disagreements. j 

VIRGO: « August 22 to! 

. September 22 ) Listen to j 
; the ideas of a fellow asso- ! 

! date quietly today and i 
; avoid difficulties which • 

] you have a desire not to . 

• encounter. Plan time laser 
j this evening for handling 

; public affairs and thereby / ’ i 

gain insight towards your 1 * 

success. - * 

: LIBRA: t September 23 to \ (1(1 ft 

j October 22 J Try to make 
j your surroundings today 
more as you w ish them to 
j be and thereby making 
: your life more enjoyable. 

I Be more explicit in stating 
your plans to fellow asso- . 
dates since they coultfi 
have valuable suggestions. . 

SCORPIO: i October 23 
to November 2 1 ) You may 
find it difficult to get your 
ideas across to others 
today, however, be persis- 
tent and success will come 
in your direction. Later 
this evening will be good v 

for you to go out oa the ^ 

town with your mate. " r ' 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 2 1 ) You want to have 
more harmony at home 
today, so make every , 

effort to appreciate the Iff BETTEI 

feelings of your loved 

ones. Act wisely this s r \ 5 ** 
evening to get good , 

results and avoid big ■ -‘EAYQU 

changes which are unex- j 

pected and not totally , , 

desired. I 

CAPRICORN: fDecem- I 

ber 22 to January 20) ■ 

Know how to soothe an j ^ 

I irate fellow associate j 

today since a thoughtles^ 
word could start a big dis-* 
agreement which you both 
don't want. Laier this 
evening seek out the 
advice of knowledgeable "" — “ 

people for your career 

activities. " . [> -•. v 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 * & $ 

to February 19) Set up a L 

better budget for yourself 
today so that you mill ^ 

have extra funds for 

unexpected. Handle other — - — • 

practical affairs in the 

&am e manner to avoid any ^ 

complications. Enjoy your /"?■■ ' " 
home tonight with yoor r 

loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 © . — ,4^ Jr 

March 20) You can be cud 1 

with your mate at some * ^00 t 
s>vi*cial affair during ft* 
daytime and meet -witfi [ I 

I some influential indrvidii- ^ 
ais. Take it easy tonight v 
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ars. take it easy tonight! v 
and relax with your love/# ' 
ones for the days ahearffl x 


could be rather hectic wiihi 
career activities. ■ 


Birthstone of October: 
Opal — Toarmaiine. -J 
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Business & Finance 

Asian tigers lose their gloss as east Europe stirs 
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LONDON (R) — Theiicer 
economies of South East 
Asia are losing their <*los.s 
as stock markets plunge 
and political consensus 
fragments. Investors are 
looking further afield fur 
the bull markets of the next 
decade. Boasting growth of 
nine or 10 per cent over the 
10 years until the early 90s. 
the Asian markeis are 
maturing now and are find- 
ing it hard to maintain the 
heady returns for which 
emerging market investors 
are hungry. 

Funds are running instead 

to the nascent economies of 
Europe and Latin America 
for the next investor sold 
rush. 

“May he Asia has lost its 
gloss a little. 1 * said Nisei 
Rendell. global strategist” at 
HSBC James Capel in Lon- 
don. 

‘The Asian economies 
will find it difficult lo sus- 
tain growth rates of nine per 
cent." he said, comparing 
the economic catch-up in 
Korea, Singapore and Tai- 
wan until about two years 
ago to the postwar recovery 
in Germany and Japan. 

So which regions are like- 
ly to see Lhe next crowth 


spun ihji will provide the 
giant returns pension fund 
manager? for instance are 
seeking in meet the 
demands of die West's 
growing aging population? 

"We ha\e been seeing 
more interest in east Europe 
over the last year or so." 
Mr. Rendell said. "(People 
are looking au one or two 
ot the eastern European 
economies that have been 
through the doldrums — 
Ukraine and Belarus — 
though that growth spun 
will not come in the next 
couple ot years... and mavbe 
Russia itself, which has 
been through seven years of 
recession." David Sned- 
don. global trading techni- 
-■al analyst at Credit Lyon- 
i.ais. agreed. 

"People are looking for 
the next bull market to 
occur somewhere else. ..and 
east Europe is coming into 
fashion — there are new 
markets and some wonder- 
ful gains to he made." Mr. 
Sneddun said. 

Investors are also selec- 
tively looking at die recov- 
ery story in Latin America, 
following Mexico's 1994 
financial crisis. Venezuela's 
stock market for instance 


has posted gains this year in 
dollar terms of 53 per cent. 

The gloom over Asia has 
been fuelled by dramatic 
events in places like 
Indonesia and Thailand, 
which this year transformed 
itself into every fund man- 
ager's worst nightmare. 

A glaring current account 
deficit, worries over infla- 
tion. sagging exports and a 
poor outlook for corporate 
earnings have piled in on 
top of a political crisis that 
culminated in the calling of 
-.nap elections for Nov. 17. 

The Thai stock market 
has been in bear mode since 
February . losing 300 poinrs 
in a free fa II over the last 
two weeks alone. 

Mcanw hilc rioters took to 
the streets of Jakarta in July 
as anxieties mounted over 
the succession to Indone- 
sia's aging President Suhar- 
to. and its stuck market 
headed steeply south. 

While the jury is still out 
oil Malaysia. Mr. Sneddon 
said Singapore too was def- 
initely in the danger zone. 

"It's just a mailer of time 
before we see further sleep 
falls in Singapore." he said, 
adding the slock market 
mav test levels around 1900 


within eight to 10 weeks 
from its present level 
around 2,135. "it really is 
just marking time.” 

While Taiwan has been 
travelling sideways and 
some sains may still be 
made in South Korea, Hong 
Kona remains the excep- 
tion. 

“It's still in favour and 
we're going to challenge all 
time highs," he said. "It has 
good strength and has fur- 
ther to go.” 

But if most of the tigers 
have lost their gloss it is by- 
no means the end of the 
Asian investment story. 
These economies will still 
post growth of six to eight 
per ceni on average — far 
above the 2.5 per cent of 
western Europe and the 
Ignited States. 

China remains the great 
hope for Asia investors. 
HSBC James Capet fore- 
sees GDP growth at 1 1 per 
cent, well above the official 
10 per cent forecast, and 
many fund managers still 
see rich pickings in Asia. 
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*31 review of news from the -Arabic press 


No more ‘official’ telephones 

** BEGINNING JAN. 1, 1997 all telephones classified as 
"official" or “work-related." including those so classified in 
private homes, will no long bear such classification. Conse- 
quently. senior civil servants w ill have to present the phone 
bill for settlement to the concerned government or semi- 
government institution which will have to ensure that die 
phone calls was made in the context of official 
worfc.According to this measure, announced by the minis- 
ter of post and communications, the ministries, the govern- 
ment departments and semi-official institutions will not set- 
tle the annual subscription to these "official" or "work- 
related" telephones at the homes of senior civil servants. 
The minister has asked all government and semi-govern- 
ment bodies to cover the cost of telephone serv ices in their 
1997 budgets (A1 Ra’i). 

CAA cuts cost 
of Aqaba airport project 

** ACCORDING TO Jaser Ziyad. the director-general of 
the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). Jordan has been able 
to reduce the cost of the planned Aqaba International Air- 
port from $250 million to $80 million if the airport is 
totally built on the Jordanian territory'- Such a cost reduc- 
tion will be made through benefiting of the facilities cur- 
rently existing at the airport. Expansion of these faciliries 
and additional buildings can be done on the same site. 
Captain Ziyad pointed out. 

A specialised American consultancy firm, backed by 
the U.S. Agency for International Development, has con- 
ducted a feasibility study and concluded that the cost ot 
the project would be $250 million. A Jordanian revision 
of the project has cut the cost by 50 per cent, to between 
$115 million and S126 million, after the CAA requested 
a slight modification on the terms of reterence.A third 
review based on setting up the huge airport on the Jor- 
danian soil has cut the cost to $80 million, the CAA chief 
said (A1 Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


I WISH WE 
COULD BEHAVE 
UKE A YOUNG 
COUPLE AGAIN. 


I WISH 
WE COULD 
MISBEHAVE 
LIKE A YOUNG 
COUPLE AGAIN! 
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that scrambled word game 

by Henn Arnold and Mike Arghton 


Unscramnle these tour Jumbles , 
cine latier to each square , to form 
tour ordinary words . 
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Now arrange the ended rollers 10 
lorm ihd Surprise answer, as sug- 
gesied by the above cartoon 
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Egyptian bourse gets facelift 
to meet transaction boom 


CAIRO (AFPi — The 
Egyptian bourse entered Lhe 
computer age with French 
help thr-. month amid u boom 
in transactions after years of 
manual operations. 

“We have begun the imple- 
mentation of a central depos- 
itory N\stem with Misr Bank 
International." die chairman 
of the Capiud Markets 
Authority tCMA). Abdul 
Hamid Ibrahim stud last 
week. 

The system launched on 
Oct. 1 will help speed up the 
processing of transactions 
which often takes several 
days and sometimes weeks, 
slowing down sales of 
shares. 

The computerised system 
will enable the bourse to 
publish a daily price index as 
well as an index of best value 
shares. 

The central depository is 
being set up with the help of 
the French firm Sieovam 
with a S960.000 gram from 
France and is a key step in 
the development of Egypt's 
bourse. 

Foreign investors are cur- 
rently responsible for about 
30 per cent of transactions on 
the Cairo bourse and "with- 
out a stable system of deal- 
ing in shares, no one will 
invest." Mr. Ibrahim said. 

"We are going to adopt 
international regulation by 
which transactions are dealt 
with within three days and 
shares could be sold the day- 
after they are purchased." he 
added. 

The Cairo and Alexandria 
bourse fell into a deep sleep 
after the 1956 nationalisation 


drive that gripped Egypt. 

A 1992 law allowing the 
liberalisation of capital mar- 
kets and the government's 
decision to launch a privati- 
sation drive in the spring of 
1996 helped bolster the 
bourse. 

"In 1992 we had 17 stock- 
brokers. today we have 155 
firms." Mr. rbrahim said, 
adding that the volume of 
transactions from April to the 
end of September stood at 
1.7 million transactions for a 
total value of 6.8 billion 
pounds (S2 billion ). com- 
pared to 12,000 transactions 
for S560 million in 1993. 

According to Mr. Ibrahim 
the total value of shares of 
public firms which went pri- 
vate represented 1.6 billion 
pounds ($470 million ) in the 
past six months. 

'Twenty-one firms have 
been privatised since April. 
Nineteen of them have been 
listed on the bourse and two 
of them offered only part of 
their shares on the bourse,” 
he said. 

“Most of the time it is the 
majority of the capital which 
is sold and not only 10 per 
cent” he said. 

But the government, nev er- 
theless, imposes some limi- 
tations. 

In strategic sectors such as 
the pharmaceutical industry, 
only 40 per cent of the capi- 
tal can be privatised. 

Gene rally the state retains 
25 per cent of the capital for 
a shareholder of its choice to 
avoid having the shares fall 
into the hands of too many 
small investors. 
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Arab businessmen meeting to stress role 
of private sector in economic development 


By Ghalia Aiul 

Special t>» the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Leading Arab 
businessmen will early next 
year take pan in the first 
Arab Business Community- 
meeting aimed at enhanc- 
ing business cooperation 
among Arab countries as 
w ell as discussing means of 
giving the private sector a 
pioneer role to lead eco- 
nomic and social develop- 
ment. 

The meeting, which is 
jointly organised by Jordan 
Businessmen Association 
(JBAl and the Egyptian 
Businessmen Association 
(EBA). will create opportu- 
nities for Arab businessmen 
to launch investment joint 
ventures and build a net- 
work of relationships 
among them, a statement by 
JBA said. 

The three-day meeting 
which will be attended by 
Secretary General of the 
Arab League Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, comes within the 
framework of the Jordan- 
ian-Egyptiun joint business 
council established in 1985. 
and on the basis of the pos- 
itive results of Cairo Arab 
Summit, the statement said. 

Participants, representing 


Arab business associations 
and joint business councils, 
will discuss the role of the 
private sector and exchange 
information about its expe- 
rience in their countries. 

Ali Atiqa, Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Arab Thought 
Forum, will talk about the 
future of the joint Arab 
business in light of the .Arab 
and international variables. 

Secretary General of the 
Arab Economic Unity 
Council in Cairo Hasson 
Ibrahim will present a 
paper on the joint Arab 
market. A paper on the role 
of the Islamic Bank in 
developing exports and pro- 
moting investment in Arab 
and Islamic countries will 
be presented by President 
of the Islamic Bank Ahmad 
Mohammed Ali. 

Director General of the 
Arab Monetary Fund in 
Abu Dhabi Jasseni A! Man- 
na’ i will talk about the pro- 
gramme of financing Arab 
trade and its role in promot- 
ing trade among .Arab coun- 
tries. 

The needs of creating a 
free Arab trade zone wilf be 
the topic of a paper by Sec- 
retary General of tlie Eco- 
nomic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia 


(ESCWAi Hazem Biblawi. 

The JBA statement said 
that these papers will pre- 
sent the role of the joint 
Arab economic institutions 
in supporting the commer- 
cial and investment cooper- 
ation among Arab coun- 
tries. 

It added that the meeting 
will stress the importance 
of giving joint Arab eco- 
nomic action priority. It 
said that through coordina- 
tion. Arab countries wilt be 
belter equipped in their 
efforts to solve economic 
problems such as unem- 
ployment. poverty and nar- 
rowing the increased gap 
between production and the 
population growth. Joint 
economic action will also 
help the Arab World ro 
achieve economic indepen- 
dence from other regional 
economic groups. 

In a press conference 
Tuesday. JBA Chairman 
Hamdi Tabba'a stressed 
that the first Arab Business 
Community meeting will 
not replace any other eco- 
nomic summit. Howexer 
he added, it will come .is a 
response to the strong need 
of bringing the .Arab prix jte 
sectors together. 

He said that no projects 


will be presented during the 
meeting. However, partici- 
pants will come up with 
ideas to create investment 
opportunities in different 
sectors. 

No political figures will 
attend the conference, Mr 
Tabba'a said, stressing that 
the meeting will focus on 
the role of the private sector 
and strengthening its partic- 
ipation in the economic 
decision making and plan- 
ing process. 

He added that ihe meeting 
will emphasise the need tor 
forming a joint view among 
Arab businessmen about all 
issues related to the present 
and future ot Arab coun- 
tries. Such a view, he said, 
can help political decision 
makers. 

"There is a need to take 
into consideration business- 
men's points of view." said 
Mr. Tabba'a. 

About 300 panieipanu 
will attend the meeting 
which will be a periodic 
forum hosted by the Arab 
capitals so that the \ oice of 
die Arab business commu- 
nity could be loudly raised, 
the statement said. 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor. 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
. Fax: 810520 J 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality] ia 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your' colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sini 30% Iirycr 

• From onlmtpo- 
wi re 20 x 30 era 

Shmeisani * Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


NO 1 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
.VILLAS 



g SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

mmm 



.*** 


FOR 

RENT 


Deluxe Villas- 

Appattmcnis 
in Amman 


For details please celt 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 





OLVfflPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE ms 

( Sri- CIAL TRICES > 
IFOR LONGTERM - STAYj 


-ABDOUN- ; 
TEL. 810150 , FAX 827113 



Louis Fehiud 

(Men’s Wear) 


Jabal Amman - Rainbow Sir. ' 

Tel : 625407 

Amman.-: Jordan 




Leonardo da Vine i 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vailei Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TEL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


Happiflfeifs- 

Pttffaunic 
& Setada. (fyc 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AJA - 1 AM 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Dmm Dthalna 

behind San Rock 
Hotel 


CRQWT1 HOTEL 


- INDOOR HERTED 
SWIMMING POOLJ 
shunh , jncuzzic 
& MRSSRGE 
FITNESS ROOM 

JtNNIS 0 SQUASH . 

COURTS 

m 758188 
RADIO &TU STATION RD. 
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NBA season starts Friday Rockets relaunch 


agic try to adjust after losing Shaq with Barkley boost 



WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Shaquille O'Neal's final 
magic trick with Orlando 
was a vanishing act. fol- 
lowed by a SI 20 million 
reappearance as a member 
of the Los Angeles Lakers. 

And as National 
Basketball Association 
rivals in the Eastern 
Conference breathe a sigh 
of relief. Orlando must find 
a way to win with newcom- 
er Felton Spencer trying to 
fill the void left by dominat- 
ing centre O’Neal. 

“"We know everyone is 
laughing about Felton 
replacing Shaq.” Orlando 
guard Penny Hardaway 
said. “We know nobody 
thinks we can win 50 games 
or go far in the playoffs. But 
we will prove everybody 
wrong. . People are under- 
estimating us. We still have 
the chemistry to go a long 
way if I play well.” 

The Magic will struggle to 
remain with Indiana and 
New York as the top eastern 
rivals for Chicago, which 
won a record 72 games last 
season and a fourth NBA 
title in six years behind stars 
Michael Jordan and Dennis 
Rodman. 

"The team that won 72 
games should still be the 
favourite." Cleveland coach 
Mike Fratello said. 

The big change comes in 
Orlando, where O’Neal 
averaged 26 points and 12 
rebounds. Spencer had only 
5.6 points and 4.2 rebounds 
as a Utah reserve. Bui 
unlike O'Neal, he is a good 
free throw shooter. 

Fans like that. 

“I have never gotten a 
standing ovation just for 
making a free throw 
before” Spencer said after a 
home exhibition game. 

Charles Barkley com- 
pared the loss of O’Neal to 
■Milwaukee’s ,1975 trade of 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar to the 
takers. The Bucks, who 
won their only crown with 
him in 1971, were never the 
same. The Lakers went on 
to win five NBA titles. 

“The Magic are one fknee 
injury) away from being 
tout of the playoffs),” 
Barkley said of a club that 
went 60-22 last season and 


reached the NBA finals the 

previous year. 

“It’s going to be a big 
adjustment for Orlando.” 
Indiana’s Reggie Miller 
said. “Penny is ready to 
accept a leadership role. I 
don’t see too big a dropoff. 
When Shaq was injured last 
year, they were still one of 
the elite teams in the 
league.” 

O'Neal was out for 2S 
gomes and Orlando won 20 
of them as Hardaway 
showed he can be a domi- 
nating scorer. 

“Penny has been almost 
too unselfish." Orlando 
coach Brian Hill said. “He 
has to take on a more 
assertive role. We have to 
look for him to score more. 
We will be a quality team. 
We're just going to be a dif- 
ferent type of team.” 

Indiana kept Olympian 
Miller and their other free 
agents but will lose Dutch 
centre Rik Smits in the early 
season ro surgery on both 
feel. 

“W'e need to get Rik back 
healthy in the near future, 
but I like what I have seen,” 
Indiana coach Larry Brown 
said. “We have a chance to 
improve. Orlando will be 
good. They won’t be the 
power they were before. 
Chicago is ’head and shoul- 
ders above everybody. 
Compared to Chicago, we 
all fall short.” 

New York took Larry 
Johnson from Charlotte and 
Allan Houston from Detroit 
in a free agent buying spree 
to bring Patrick Ewing the 
supporting cast he needs to 
win a title. 

“I want to be part of a 
great team." Ewing said. “I 
am -tired of seeing Michael 
Jordan walk off with all the 
titles for himself.” 

Johnson and Houston will 
take some of the scoring 
load from Ewing, but the 
test will be building team 
chemistry among newcom- 
ers and veterans such as 
John Starks, now relegated 
to the bench. 

Washington is expected to 
be improved with Chris 
Webber healthy after shoul- 
der surety. Juwan Howard 
back after nearlv leaving for 
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Orlando’s Penny Hardaway (right) will be earning a bigber burden in the absence 
of team star Shaquille O’Neal who was traded to the L.A. Lakers (file photo) 


Miami and Rod Strickland 
signed as a free agent to run Tim Hardaway. Shawm Bradley and new 

the backcourt. Miami was Toronto. Milwaukee, coach John Calipari. face 
undone when Howard Boston. New Jersey and Orlando next week for two 

stayed in Washington, but Philadelphia remain weak- regular-season games in 

the heat have Alonzo lings of the east. New Japan. 


Mourning, Dan Majerle and Jersey, guided by center 


Shawn Bradley and new 
coach John Calipari. face 
Orlando next week for two 


WASHINGTON fAFP) — 
Newcomer Charles Barkley 
has the Houston Rockets 
ready to blast off again, 
fuelling the relaunch of a 
dub that crash-landed last 
season after back-to-back 
championships. 

Together with Hakeem 
Olajuwon and Clyde 
Drexler. Barkley should 
make Houston a National 
Basketball Association 
force in a Western 
Conference that has 1996 
runner-up Seattle and the 
Shaquille O'Neal-led Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

“It’s up to Hakeem and 
Clyde and myself to win a 
championship." 

Barkley said: “None of us 
could cany' a team every 
night. Because we have 
three players of our ability, 
we can divide it up every 
night. 

“We will have to make 
some sacrifices and you 
can’t let ego get involved. 
Some nights I will get 30. 
Some 1 will only ger 15. It 
will be a little like that for 
all three of us. But as long 
as we win. that’s all that 
matters.” 

They must win soon. 
Barkley and Olajuwon are 
33. Drexler is 34. 

“The future is now," 
Olajuwon said. “We have to 
make our move now with 
the best team we can put 
together. Nothing less than 
a championship is accept- 
able. We have to get back 
where we were.” 

The Rockets were 
dethroned by Seattle in the 
second playoff 'round and 
chose to revamp the team 
by dealing four players, 
including veterans Sam 
Cassell and Robert Hony, 
to- Phoenix for two-time 
Olympic champion. Barkley. 

“Charles^ will be great in 
Houston,” Phoenix coach 
Cotton Fitzsimmons said. 
“For his size, he might be as 
great a player as ever played 
the game. He doesn’t want 
to carry the load. With 
Hakeem and Clyde he 
won’t have to.” 

Barkley wants to match 
Drexler. who ended his long 
wait for an NBA crown 


after joining the Rockets 
from Portland. 

“The ideal scenario would 
be io win this thing, retire 
and live happily ever after.*’ 
Barkley said. “If we don’t 
20 deep in the playoffs, it 
will be irrelevant." 

This is the first lime since 
1993 Houston opens with- 
out an .VBA crown. They 
have yet to prove they can 
win one when Michael 
Jordan is at his besi. 

Houston has suffered 
early setbacks. Kevin Willis 
has been slowed with an 
injury and ionc-range 
shooter Brent Price is out 
with a broken hand. 

“I like it better when there 
is some negativity. It gives 
us some fuel." Houston 
coach Rudy Tomjanovich 
said. “We're going to have 
to share a little bit more 
now. I don’t think you will 
see too much of a change in 
Charles." 

Barkley has already trad- 
ed shoves with New York's 
Charles Oakley in an exhi- 
bition game and thrown 
down 3 verbal challenge to 
the Lakers. 

The Lakers* Cedric 
Ceballos. who walked out 
on his club last season when 
Magic Johnson returned at 
mid-season, said his club 
has good young talent while 
Houston has good old tal- 
ent. 

Barkley's reply: “He was 
right. We are old. So were 
the Bulls and they won 70 
games. At least we won’t 
take a spring break in the 
middle of the season.” 
O’Neal makes the Lakers 
an instant contender. Coach 
Del Harris plans to change 
the former Orlando star's 
style a bit. though. 

“We would like him to be 
a better defensive player, 
top, three in,, rebounds and 
blocked sfiotsl top 10 and 
steals, and because he can 
throw the ball, more assists 
and a better assist to 
turnover ratio,” Harris said. 

Seattle won the west last 
year and pushed Chicago in 
the finals. 

The Supersonics will be 
led by Shawn Kemp, 
Germany's Detlef Schrempf 


and Dream Team gu$g 
Gary Payton. 

“Gary Payton has a gits# 
attitude. The Dream Tea® 
situation seems to 
given gory a confidence aoi 

feadership I haven’t sees 
him have in the past," 

Seattle coach George j 
said. "You will see Det have 
an all-star season." 

Karl has emphasized 
improved ball-handling &ed 
rebounding. 

“If we Jo that, we will be 
a better team." be said. 

“That might not mean 6ft. 
wins. The west has gotten; 
better. L.A. will be tough, k 
Barkley is a class player 
who wants a title playing 
with people in Houston who 
know what it takes tn wo 
one. Utah and San Antonio 
are always championship- 
caliber." 

San Antonio must opaa 
without injured David 
Robinson and Chuck 
Person, while Utah relies 
upon Dream Teamers Karf 
Malone, 33. and Jbla 
Stockton. 34. 

“The big question is bow 
well our older players hold 
together.” Utah coach Jerry 
Sloan said. “1 am amazed 
they have shown the com- 
petitiveness they have thus 
far. They still have the 
enthusiasm to compete.” 

Sacramento. Portland 

Phoenix and Golden State"] - , 
are the best of the rest in lhe_ « * T ^ 7 
west. . . i * « 

The Los Angeles Clippers w 
and Dallas are struggling tc 
find centres while Derive 
must adjust to losing rhea 
big man in the middle 
Zaire’s Dikembe Muiorobo 
to Atlanta. 

Lowly -Minnesota nope: 
to revive with an interna 
tional crew that include 
Australia's Shane Heal am 
Yugoslavia’s Stojkt 

Vrankovic, boil 

Olympians. NBA doorma 
Vancouver added depth bu 
still lacks the talent to ri« 
far. 


Seles to defend Sydney title unless Ma’s army Jewell may sue media in Olympic bombing 

shoulder operation intervenes resume ATLANTA (R) -- Former 
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SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Monica Seles will defend 
her Sydney international 
title in January if she is not 
forced to have an operation 
on a shoulder injury before- 
then. 

Seles. a four-time 
Australian Open champion 
who shares the top ranking 
with Steffi Graf, has been 
having shoulder treatment 
for most of the year. 

Graf will start her 

Australian Open prepara- 
tions in the Hopman Cup in 
Perth over the new year 
period. 

She said recently she 
faced a tough decision and 
did not want to miss sever- 
al months of competition. ^ 

“It’s a long re-hab, that's 
for sure. I don’t want to 
think about that because 
maybe there's a chance of 
avoiding it,” Seles said. 

The Sydney International 
from January 5-1 1 is the 
week before the year’s 
opening Grand Slam tour- 
nament and organisers are 
expecting defending men s 
champion Todd Martin and 
the 1996 runner-up Goran 
Ivanisevic to play. 

The women’s winner will 
cam 94.900 dollars (U.S. 
S7 5.000). significantly 



Monica Seles 

more than the 54.900 dol- 
lar (US.S43.400) for the 
men's winner in a tourna- 
ment which offers 845,000 
dollars (U.S. $667,550) in 
total prizemoney. 

For the first time the 


Sydney men's and women's 
singles finals will be held 
on a Saturday (January 1 1 ), 
allowing the finalists an 
extra day before the 
Australian open in 
Melbourne. 


resume 

winning 

form 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Runners from the Ma 
Junren camp gave the 
coach a huge boost by 
winning the men's and 
women's races in the 
Dalian marathon. 

Cao Ren rook' the 
men's race in 2 hr 15min 
and 55sec. Song 
Mingfei won the 
women’s race in 
2:32.42. 

Ma has been looking 
for a boost since his star 
runner Wang Junxia 
split with him last year 
and then he failed to get 
any runners to the 
Atlanta Olympics. 

He recently resumed 
working with his ath- 
letes at his training 
camp near Dalian after 
a long period of illness. 


ATLANTA (R) — Former 
Olympic bombing suspect 
Richard Jewell said 
Monday he felt like a “hunt- 
ed animal” as the FBI and 
news media watched his 
every move, and his 
lawyers said they planned 
to file suits against the 
media. 

Jewell, 33, a one-time 
Olympic security guard, 
brushing tears from his eyes 
and with his voice breaking, 
accused the news media and 
the FBI of ruining his repu- 
tation and destroying his 
life during “S8 days of 
hell.” 

Jewell went from being a 
hero to the case’s only 
named suspect in three days 
after the July 27 blast at 
centennial Olympic park 
that claimed two lives and 
injured more than 100. 

He was finally cleared of 
suspicion on Saturday when 
the Justice Department 
issued a letter saying he was 
no longer a target of the FBI 
bomb investigation. 

But the letter, a rare public 
admission by federal prose- 
cutors, was not enough to 
clear his name. Jewell said. 
“I felt like a hunted animal, 
followed constantly, wait- 
ing to be killed.” he said in 
a 10-minute speech to jour- 
nalists. 



Richard Jewell, the security guard who first alerted 
police about a bomb in Atlanta’s Centennial Olympic 
Park before it detonated, is surrounded by photogra- 
phers as he returns to his home outside Atlanta after 
being questioned by authorities in this July 30 file 
photo. Jewell was cleared as a suspect in the Olympic 
bombing October 26 I Reuters photo) 


Lawyers for Jewell told 
reporters lawsuits would be 
filed against NBC-TV, NBC 
anchor Tom Brokaw and the 
Atlanta Journal- 

Constitution for linking 
Jewell to the bombing and 
defaming his character. 

The Atlanta Committee 
for the Olympic Games 
(ACOG), the organising 
group in charge of the 


event, was also a target of 
the lawyer’s ire. Wood said 
he intended to investigate a 

series of coincidences and 
facts” involving the timing 
of a news leak that implicat- 
ed his client. 

The news that Jewell had 
been named a suspect in the 
investigation appeared in an 
issue of the Atlanta Journal - 
Constitution on the same 


day that centennial Olympic' 
park reopened following the 
blast 

“I am telling you that I 
intend to look into whether 
they^ leaked this informa- 
tion,” Wood said, referring 
to ACOG. 

The Olympics bombing 
made Jewell and his mother 
Barbara virtual prisoners in 
their home for three 
months. Whenever he left 
for any reason, including 
going to a baseball game, 
FBI agents and news media 
trailed his every move. 

Early on July 27. Jewell 
was working as a private 
security guard near centen- 
nial Olympic park when he 
spotted a suspicious green 
knapsack at a crowded out- 
door concert. He alerted 
police and helped clear rerf 
ellers from the area befc-® 5 
pipe bomb in the pack c 
□ated. 

Jewell initially was hailed 
as a hero for his actions. But ■ 
on July 30 an article in the - 
Journal-Constitution named ■ 
him as a focus of the inves- 
tigation. 

Earlier Monday, the U.S. 
Attorney s office released a 
copy of the FBI affidavit 
that cited circumstantial ■ 
evidence as pointing to 
Jewell as a suspect early in 
the investigation. 
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CINEMA TEU034144 \/ CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA A 


TEL699238 

PLAZA 


Philadelphia i Ahmad Zaki & Yusra....in 

Tom Cruise ... in WMIMQ 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ”7™ 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 ( Arab,c ) 

Shows: 12:30 * 3:3 °- 6:3 °- 8:30t 10:30 

SABRINA 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30. 10:30 , 


r CINEMA . TEL677420 N 

CONCORD 
CONCORD “i M 

MORTAL COMBAT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

NASER 56 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 


/ Am moan Theatre & Cinema \ 

^ TEL- 618274 - 618275 j 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

l Play starts 8:30 p.m. ; 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre \ 

.. V TEL 625155 j 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights^ 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
^ 625155-640155 ... j 
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Sports 

U.S. driver fails in world land speed 
record bid, calls off attempt for this year 
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GERLACH. Nevada (Ri — 
An American driver's 
attempt to set a new world 
land speed record failed 
Monday when his jet-pow- 
ered car tilted onto its side 
and spun around at 1 .086 
kph (675 miles) per hour, a 
spokesman said. 

Craig Breedlove. 59. 
attempting to set a new 
world mark in Nevada's 
Black Rock Desert 31 years 
after pushing the record to 
966.5 kph (600.601 mph). 
was not hurt, but his car 
“Spirit of America IT was 
damaged, spokesman Marc 
Samson said. 

Samson blamed a gusty 
cross-wind, although he 
said Breedlove was going 
faster than planned. 

' “He had too much juice, 
“je wasn’t planning on 
going that fast.” Samson 
said. 

Breedlove, who set five 
world land speed records 
between 1963 and 1965. 
was trying to beat the 
record of 1.019 kph (633.47 
mph) set 13 years ago by 
Richard Noble of Britain. 

The American has been 
forced to call off his record 
bid for this year because of 
Nevada’s coming rainy sea- 
son. but he aims to try' again 
next spring, Samson said. 
"There’s not a huge amount 
of damage, but enough that 
he’s done for the season,” 
he said. “He’s in good spir- 
its. He wasn't scratched." 

To set a new mark. 
Breedlove had to drive at 
record speed over one mile 
• <1.6 kra) twice in opposite 
^directions at the desen site. 


Thrust starts test runs today 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter | 

AMMAN — The world’s fastest car. Thrust SSC, will Wednesday have its first test run in ! 
A1 Jafr hoping to break the world’s land speed record in the upcoming two weeks. I 
An Antonov plane flew the Thrust to Faisal Ben Abdul Aziz airbase in the southeastern i 
Jordanian desen last Saturday. i 

The jet-engine powered car will seek to rewrite Richard Noble’s own record which was j 
set in 1983 and stands at 1019.44 kph. British Air Force officer Andy Green will be aim-i 
ing for the record books when he attempts to break that record hoping to reach the speed; 
of 1368 kph. 

Soon after their arrival project officials, however, said the A1 Jafr track which is a 16' 
kiloraetres-long stretch of very hard, very flat surface, would not be enough to reach thej 
1368 kph mark and that they hoped to accelerate and test Thrust before going for the| 
supersonic record in 1997. ! 

The Royal Automobile Club of Jordan will be timing the attempt on behalf of the! 
international automobile association FI A. The event is closely being monitored by speed’ 
enthusiasts worldwide via the Internet, FIA, the Mach Club and others. 

Thrust accelerates 48 kph in less than a second with twin Rolls Royce Spey jet engines ' 
which propel the 10-tonne 16 metre-long vehicle. j 

Castrol have sponsored the research and development work for Thrust and have pro- i 
vided lubricants for the Rolls Royce engines as well as for their aluminium alloy wheels! 
which will rotate at S500 rpm and have a massive heat build up. 1 

Specially designed lubricants will be used to maintain the efficiency and peak perfor-! 
mance of each of the 1 1 .340 kilogramme thrust of the twin jet engines . I 

The Thrust SSC’s construction is very similar to a supersonic prototype fighter. The car- j 
bon and aluminium body panels will produce an extremely stiff structure which will pre-l 
serve its aerodynamic shape while experiencing the high stress of supersonic flight just 1 
250 millimetres off the ground. ; 


about 60 km <100 miles) 
north of Reno. 

Breedlove entered the 
timed mile at 1.086 kph 
(675 mph) in his dan- 
shaped car. well above the 
record speed, Samson said. 

The car tilted and did a U- 
tum. but Breedlove man- 
aged to slow it down and it 
ended upright, Samson 
said. The side of the car 
scraped the desert, damag- 
ing the left wheel well. 


He said the team was not 
sure of all the reasons why 
the car was destabilised and 
would have to study com- 
puter data. 

Breedlove has spent five 
years and S5 million on his 
bid to recapture die record. 
His car is powered by a J- 
79 General Electric jet 
engine from a navy F-4 
Phantom fighter that pro- 
duces the equivalent of 
45.000 horsepower. 


His is one of several 
teams around the world 
whose ultimate dream is to 
raise the land speed record 
to 1 .223 kph (760 mph) and 
break the speed of sound. 

Britain’s Thrust SSC jet 
car, designed by Noble and 
driven by Andy Green, is 
undergoing trials in A1 Jafr 
desert in Jordan in prepa- 
ration for a bid to break the 
sound barrier next year (see 
separate story ). 


Krajicek falls to Spain’s 
Berasategui at Paris Open 


Hingis coasts into second round 
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CHICAGO <R» — Swiss 
teen sensation Martina 
Hingis turned her first-round 
match into a light workout at 
the Ameritech Cup tennis 
tournament Mor\dXv. 

The fifth-seeded Hingis 
look just 40 minutes to 
steamroll American Jolene 
Watanabe 6- 1 . 6- 1 in a match 
the precocious 16-year-old 
said was “like practice for 
me.” 

“I have more confidence in 
what I’m doing." said 
Hingis, who is coming off 
X her” first tour victory aL 
•-jBlderstadi. Germany. 
r 'Two years ago. 1 wouldn't 


have played her like I did 
today. I feel very prepared 
coming in to this tourna- 
ment.” 

; ■ - Hingis; whose ranking is 
.tip to a career-high - Eighth in 
the world, wifi get her 
chance to show just how pre- 
pared she is later in the 
week. 

Six of the top 10 players in 
the world are entered here, 
including co-world number 
one Monica Seles, who will 
play her first match in more 
than a month on Wednesday. 

Seles has not played com- 
petitively since leading the 
united stales to the Fed Cup 


title over Spain last month. 
She spent the last four weeks 
undergoing a training regi- 
men aimed and avoiding 
surgery on her injured shoul- 
der!'-'- 

Hingis easily and efficient- 
ly covered the entire court 
Monday in beating Watan- 
abe for the third u'me in as 
many meetings. 


In the second set Hingis 
gave up just four points 
against her serve — one in 
each game — and clinched 
victory with jin ace. 

“Her serve was much bet- 
ter than thelast time 1 played 
her,” said -the 95th-ranked 
Watanabe, who lost to 
Hingis in Berlin in May and 
at the 1995 Australian Open. 


FAR1S (AFP) — Wimble- 
don champion and seventh 
seed Richard Krajicek 
crashed out of the Paris 
Open Tuesday when he was 
beaien 6-3, 1-6, 5-7 in 86 
minutes by popular 
Spaniard Alberto 

Berasategui in the S2.5 mil- 
lion championship series 
event. 

Berasategui now plays 
either tenth-seeded Marce’lo 
Rios of Chile or Czech 
qualifier Petr Korda for a 
place in the quarter-finals. 

The defeat is a major 
blow to Krajicek's hopes 
man of qualifying for the 
elite eight-player ATP 
Championship finals in 
Hanover next month. He 
had been lying eighth in the 
race for qualification 
behind Boris Becker and 
Andre Agassi but is now 
likely to be overtaken by 
either Mareelo Rios. Wayne 
Ferreira or Todd Martin. 

Pete Sampras, Michael 
Chang, Goran Ivanisevic. 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and 
Thomas Muster are already 
qualified for the season- 
ending championship. 

In Tuesday’s match, the 
6ft Sin ( 1 m96) Dutch play- 
er needed several visits 
from the ATP trainer after 
complaining that he was 
not feeling well. 

Krajicek. 24, has been 
having a lean run and 
aggravating injury' prob- 
lems since winning his 
Wimbledon title in the sum- 
mer and in his last seven 
tournaments he has now 
won only six matches. 

Berasategui, the 1994 
French Open runner-up and 
usually more at home on 
slower clay surfaces, is 
playing in the Bercy event 
for the first time. 

Edberg decides 
to hang around 



Amaud Boetsch of France in action during his match 
against Todd Woodbridge of Australia in the first round 
of the Paris-Bercy tennis open (Reuters photo) 


Former world number- 
one Stefan Edberg post- 
poned what was expected 
to be his Paris farewell late 
Monday night by surging to 
a straight-sets victory over 
tough German opponent 


Michael Such on the first 
day of the S2.5 million 
Paris Indoor Open. 

The 30-year-old Swede, 
who reigned for 72 weeks 
as world number-one back 
in 1990 and 1991 and who 
is to retire after 13 years on 
the senior tour offer next 
month's Davis Cup final 
against France, raced to a 6- 
2, 6-4 win in under one- 
and-a-half hours. 

He now faces Austria's 
third-seeded ‘man of iron' 
Thomas Muster for a place 
in the last sixteen — and if 
he can reproduce the same 
dazzling tennis which over- 
whelmed Stich there is no 
reason why he should not 
reach a probable quarter- 
final against sixth-seeded 
and three-times • champion 
Boris Becker. 

Stich, a finalist at this 
year's French Open and 
currently ranked 17th, was 


already frustrated by the 
effortless winners stream- 
ing from Edberg 's racket in 
the early games when he 
became enraged over a 
baseline call while trailing 
1-3. He was still arguing 
the call with American 
umpire Richard Kaufman 
two games later. 

"It was out by 15 cen- 
timetres," stormed the 1991 
Wimbledon champion, 
adding: "If I'm right you’ll 
never sit up on that chair 
again. Is that a deal?” 

Edberg had been given an 
emotional ovation by the 
enthusiastic Bercy stadium 
fans when he walked on 
court and he responded by- 
pulling out all the stops, 
leaving Stich flat-footed 
and lunging at shadows 
with the speed and accura- 
cy of his returns and pass- 
ing shots. 

Apart from an impressive 


display of power tennis 
from Mark Philippotissis 
and v. inning results from 
Alberto Berasategui and 
Carlos Moya — ii was a 
bleak First day for Spanish 
and Australian players. 

Philippoussis. who 

: lammed down Goliath 
winners to destroy the 
hopes of Frenchman Lionel 
Rous and score a 0-4, 0-4 
Mctory. reached a second- 
round clash against second- 
seed Michael Chang of the 
I'nited Stales. 

But his compatriots Mark 
Woodford*?. Todd Wood- 
bridge and Jason 

Stoltenherg all went out. 

Wood fordo was beaten in 
three sets by Petr Korda of 
the Czech Republic. His 
regular doubles partner 

Woodbridge couldn't match 
the fluent g ream strokes of 
French player Amaud 

Boetsch when it mattered 
most and he crashed 5-7. 6- 
7 t A/7 1 . And Stoltenherg 
was beaten 6-7 i3.'7i_ 6-4. 
1-6 by Zimbabwe's Byron 
Black. 

As far as the Spaniards 
were concerned, the 
unorthodox Berasategui, 
who hits forehands and 
backhands with the same 
side of the racket head, 
bewildered Renzo Furian of 
Italy 6-2. 6-2 to reach his 
second-round match. 

And Moya saw off the tal- 
ented. but clearly jaded 
British number-one Tim 
Henman 4-6. 6-3. 6-4. 

The 25-year-old Sergi 
Bruguera. w hose career has 
been in the doldrums since 
his consecutive French 
Open rriumphs in 1 993 and 
1994. crashed in straight- 
sets to France's number- 
one Cedric Pioline. 

Javier Sanchez was beat- 
en 3-6. 6-7 (3/7 1 by Daniel 
Vacek of the Czech Repub- 
lic. 

And Alex Corretja was 
outplayed 2-6, 4-6 by 
Switzerland’s big-serving 
Marc Rosset — a runner-up 
to Andre Asassi here in 
1994. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

•Void TAKJ94 'A K J 8 6 2 *7 3 
Your right-h-md opponent opens 
the bidding wilh one club Whai 
action do you take? 

Q, 2 - Both vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

*AK7 CKJ5 :KQ103 *998 
Partner opens Lhe bidding with >>ac 
dub. What do you respond? 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A J 72 TAJ 9 4 OKQ83 *8 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
lhe bidding with one diamond. 
What action do you like? 

q. 4 - Both vulnerable, os South 
vtiu hold: 


*KQ976 C8 3 2 09 5 *K63 

Partner npenn the hidding «rith one 
spade. What do you respond? 

Q. 5 - Neither vulnerable, as 
&>ulh you hold: 

aA 9 7 8 TKS7 08 3 4-KQ62 

The bidding hos proceeded 1 
EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
Iv Dbl Paw 1* 

20 ? 

Wh ji action do you lake? 

Q. 6 - Both vulnerable, os South 
you hold: 

*7 6 2 TKQ 0 A 5 4 +AKQ 95 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* 30 Pom -3NT 

What action do you take? 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 260SE duty unpaid, model 
1989, excellent condition, automatic 
gear, air-condition, full options. 

Please call 671526 - 671530 


FURNISHED 2ND FLOOR FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, dining 
room and sitting room, wide entrance, wide kitchen 
with Jorsal wood equipped, housemaid room with its 
bathroom, private phone, central heating, new Italian 
furniture with American eiect. equipment. 

Location: Al-Rawnaq, after 7th Circle, 

Airport Highway, near Al-Tifel Hospital. 
Home Tel: 814958, Mr. Fouad Hammoudeh. 



c Notice To Companeis 
^ Working in Jordan 


We have 9 Apartments for rent consist ot: 

1 Bedroom, Living room, Bath room, Kitchen 
take 4 or all. Furnished or not 
Excellent country Uvmg, 15 minutes from 
Amman, AlFuhies - AIHumar 

TeL.: 729125 - 729282 


SONY'S Region- Wide Roadshow Comes To Jordan 
Digital Power Production System Unveiled 

AS PART of a region-wide roadshow. Sony Broadcast & Professional Middle East and their 
distributor in Jordan, Zaki A. Ghul, wifi unveil Digital Power Production, an all-digital, totally 
integrated production system for the professional market in early December 1996. Digital 
Power Production offers a complete * system solution ‘ and represents a quantum leap 
forward in corporate video production. Full presentations and hands-on demonstrations will 
be on offer. Sony is offering the market an entirely new concept in digital video production 
and post production. The new system is designed for “ real world “ applications so video 
producers can integrate broadcast, professional and consumer equipment as needed, 
it offers enhanced flexibility and productivity with superior video/audio quality and can be 
integrated with existing analogue, digital consumer and digital broadcast equipment. As 
part of this complete digital system, Sony is introducing two non-linear editing systems 
called EditStation, and an entire line ot digital cameras, camcorders, editing decks, 
dockable decks and recorder/ptayers. 
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Offices For Rent- Um Uthaina Commercial Center 
6th Circle - Close to Amra Hotel 


N^voffic^il^i^Offfces area start at 62 sqm. 
and above. Finishing Excellent , All Services 
Available , Including a Car Park Forb ears 
For more infomiation, pfease call 681642,681635 
. 664599 « 073 33303 



On the Occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's Birthday 

and 

Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The French Cultural Centre 
in cooperation with 
The Ministry of Culture 

present the French ballet troupe 

Ballet Du Nord 




the ' Fantastic Ballet ' 

IJELE 

Adam (i 80 %l 856 ) * if . ^ L:- - 

at a 


Tickets av;uinble ;it: - • J 

"*A!.i: In 5-..p-f src-c. r .c. 6c34c: - r 
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The proceeds will go to the Fund of 

the Needy and Talented Students of the Conservatory 


A TASTE OF SPAIN 




AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 



EVERY WEDNESDAY YOU WILL SAVOUR OUR SPECIAL 

PAELLA MENU WITH FREE 
SANGRIA & LIVE 

■ - ENTERTAINMENT. 

FOR RESERVATION PLEASE 
CALL TEL. 696? 11 EXT. 6CH5-&3I3 






FORTE IS 


AMMAN 


P.O.Box 950629 Amman 11110 Jwnlun Tel 962 6frti5ll Fax vol o u“-i2ul 

Forte Grand and Lc M erid ien Ho tels ReMirt*.jnj!ie Middle EaM 
Oiher properties in your area include Lc Meridien DnnuNCii*., Le Meridien Liltuku. 
le Meridien Heliopolis. Le Meridien Cum ii Fnne Grand Pyramids 

Tnuvi cviHpmihw of Air Fiviwe 
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Taleban declare jihad 
war on Uzbek leader; 
civilians flee fighting 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 30, 



KABUL (Agencies) — The 
Islamic Taleban militia who 
seized Kabul a month ago 
declared a holy war Tuesday 
against a powerful northern 
warlord, as hundreds of people 
fled fighting which raged 
north of the capital. 

The move came as a two-day 
regional conference on restor- 
ing peace in Afghanistan 
opened in Tehran gathering 
low-level regional representa- 
tives but lacking any of the 
major players in the grinding 
conflict. 

Acting Taleban Information 
and Culture Minister Amir 
Khan Muttaqi said in Kabul 
that a holy war had been 
declared on the ex-communist 
general turned warlord. Abdul 
Rashid Dostum. 

“In the past we had other evil 
forces between our two sides 
but now we are facing Dostum 
who has launched an offensive 
against the Islamic state of 
Afghanistan so jihad is now in 
progress against him." he said. 

“I won't say now whether 
Dostum is a Muslim or an 
infideL but it is legal to fight a 
jihad against him." Mr. 
Muttaqi told journalists here in 
a sharp departure from the 
Taleban’s earlier stance on 
Gen. Dostum. 

“The ulema t religious schol- 
ars) have already given their 
verdict stating that it is an 
obligation to fight a jihad 
against Dostum and 

Rabbani," he added. 

He said Gen. Dostum, ex- 
Presidenr Burbanuddin 

Rabbani. his Lop military com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood 
and other factional leaders 
must be fought as they were 
seditious forces pitted against 
the Taleban government. 

“Anybody who stands 
against the Islamic state will 
have a jihad declared against 
them." he said. 

The comments contrasted 
with Taleban s earlier eoncila- 


r ory stance towards Gen. 
Dostum, who controls the 
r^rth of war-tom Afghanistan, 
and who has joined Mr. 
Rabonni's ousted government 
in battle against the Taleban 
who toppled it on Sept. 27. 

On Sunday. Mr. Muttaqi had 
said the Taleban was still 
seeking a peaceful resolution 
of the differences between the 
country's two most powerful 
factions. 

Mr. Muttaqi also warned that 
a major popular uprising 
against Gen. Dostum was 
brewing in his northern fief- 
dorn and that he would soon be 
toppled from power and 
replaced by Taleban rule. 

The religious militia, which 
sprang up two years ago. has 
already seized control of two- 
thirds of the country and has 
vowed to impose its ultra-strict 
version of Islamic law over 
A fghanis tan's territory. 

As fighting raged at front- 
lines north of Kabul between 
Taleban and Mr. Masood’s 
forces, hundreds of people 
took to the roads in search of 
safety'. 

People left villages behind 
the Taleban -con trolled Hussein 
Kot frontlines, 20 kilometres 
north of the Afghan capital, 
witnesses said. 

“The fighting was bad last 
night but we are worried chat 
things will get worse, so we 
left," said one man walking 
with his family to Kabul. 

One rocket hit a house in the 
village of Kalakan, 50 kilome- 
tres north of Kabul, killing two 
men. a woman and a young 
girl from the same family. 
Another visitor to the village, a 
man. was also killed. 

Many civilians were also 
seen moving in the opposite 
direction, from Kabul back to 
villages in the Hossain Kot 
area. 

In Tehran, a conference 
aimed at discussing peace in 
the war-tom country got under 


way, but without key players 
Pakistan. Saudi Arabia and the 
Afghan factions. 

Representatives from Russia, 
Central Asian republics, 
Turkey, China, India, the 
United Nations, the European 
Union and the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference were 
attending the two-day meeting. 

Saudi Arabia and Pakistan 
were invited but did not attend 
delegates. Afghan groups also 
did not send any representa- 
tives. 

The two-day conference 
seeks to develop proposals to 
help the people of Afghanistan 
end the conflict, Iran’s foreign 
minister, Ali Akhar Velayati, 
said in opening remarks. 

“It is not our job to decide 
the fate of Afghanistan. The 
friends of Afghanistan and 
those who worry about the 
Afghan people are gathered 
here today to come up with 
friendly advice and 
mendatioos," he said. 

Recommendations 
expected on Wednesday. 

Mr. Velayati also reiterated 
Iran’s support for the Rabbani 
government “We recognise 
the Rabbani government as the 
legitimate government of 
Afghanistan, since Rabbani 
envoys represent Afghanistan 
in the United Nations and the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference," Mr. Velayati said. 

Iran has been openly critical 
of the Taleban and has 
accused the militia of giving 
Islam a bad name. 

Iran also claims that the 
Taleban are supported by 
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and the 
United States. 



A soldier loyal to ousted military commander Ahmad Shah Masood guards a group of about 60 radical Taleban at 
a prisoner of war camp in Borak village in Afghanistan’s Panjsher Valley. There are some 25 Pakistanis amongst 
them who allegedly fought on the Taleban side against Masood troops and were captured at the Salang Highway 
frontline recently iReuters photo) 
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Attackers 
massacre 13 
in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AFP.) — 
About 15 heavily armed 
men massacred at least 13 
civilians and wounded more 
than 17 others in south 
Mogadishu Tuesday when 
they opened up indiscrimi- 
nately with machineguns 
and grenades, witnesses 
said. 

The young attackers 
arrived in a pick-up truck at 
the Bar Ubah junction in the 
south of the divided capital, 
got out, and opened up all 
round them for 10 minutes 
with rocket-propelled 
grenades, hand grenades, 
rifle-fired grenades and 
heavy and light machine- 
guns. the witnesses said. 
w Eight men and one woman 
were killed immediately, 
and four others died of their 
wounds a few minutes later. 
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Israel to build 8,200 more 
houses in W. Bank — report 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — 
Israeli authorities will soon begin building 
8.200 new houses for ultra-orthodox Jews 
in the West Bank, the Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper reported Tuesday. 

Quoting defence ministry officials, the 
newspaper said government approval had 
been given for construction of 4,000 hous- 
ing units in the existing settlement of Kyriat 
Sefer, 3,500 in Matatyahu and 700 in or 
Sameah. 

The towns are part of the Modiin block of 
settlements located just inside the western 
limit of the West Bank about half-way 
between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 

It was not immediately clear if the con- 
struction plans reported by Yediot included 
some 3.000 housing units which the 
defence ministry has already confirmed 
approving for the Kyriat Sefer and 
Matatyahu settlements. 

A defence ministry spokesman, was 
unable to immediately confirm or deny the 
Yediot report. 

The right-wing government of Prime 
Minister Benyarain Netanyahu which came 
to power in June announced in August that 
it was lifting a four-year-old freeze on new 
construction in West Bank and Gaza settle- 
ments. 

But Mr. Netanyahu said the decision con- 
cerned only expansion of existing settle- 
ments and not the creation of new commu- 
nities in the occupied territories. 

There are currently around 145 settle- 
ments with 140,000 residents in the territo- 
ries. 

Palestinian officials, backed up by 
European government and the United 
States, have strongly criticised the decision 
to increase the Jewish presence in the terri- 
tories as contrary to the spirit of the Oslo 
peace accords on Palestinian self-rule. 

But the government says that all settle- 
ment expansion projects it has authorised so 
far were already approved by the previous 


Labour government before it imposed the 
1992 freeze to help facilitate peace negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians. 

Last week die government announced that 
it had approved the sale of 3,000 existing 
settlement apartments built under the 
Labour government but left empty due to 
the 1992 freeze. 

* Conti gency plan to arrest settlers’ 

The Israeli secret service has a plan for 
the preventive arrest of Jewish radicals 
expected to try to torpedo Israel’s troop 
withdrawal from Hebron, the Haaretz news- 
paper reported Tuesday. 

Shin Bet, the government’s internal secu- 
rity police, has drawn up a list of extremists, 
notably from the Jewish settlements in and 
around Hebron, to be detained prior to the 
eventual transfer of power in the city to the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA), the 
newspaper said. 

The head of Shin Bet, Ami Ayalon, has 
publicly expressed his concern over the 
likelihood of violence by Jewish and 
Palestinian extremists opposed to the peace 
accords which have led to limited 
Palestinian autonomy in the territories. 

Citing intelligence gathered by Shin Bet, 
Haaretz says a number of Jewish radicals 
are planning to move into Hebron and carry 
out demonstrations and attacks on 
Palestinian neighbourhoods in hopes of 
prompting a Palestinian backlash that 
would lead to cancellation of Israel’s with- 
drawal. 

Rabbi Moshe Levinger, one of die spiritu- 
al leaders of the hardline settlers, declared 
on Monday that he would not hesitate to 
shoot Palestinians “if it becomes necessary" 
to prevent a massacre of Jews. 

But be denied that settlers were plotting to 
sabotage the redeployment, calling such 
allegations “blood libel.” 


2 women rescued from ruins 
of collapsed Cairo building 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Two women — an 
American and an Egyptian 
— were found alive on 
Tuesday in the ruins of a 12- 
storey apartment building 
which collapsed here 
Sunday. 

“T'm very tired.” said 
Samantha Miksche, an 17- 
year-old American, who 
suffered only cuts and 
bruises from her ordeal. 

The other woman, an 
Egyptian, was taken to a 
hospital, but the extent of 
her injuries were not imme- 
diately known. 

As a grim search for sur- 
vivors entered its third day, 
dozens were still missing. 
Workers pulled two more 
bodies from the ruins 
Tuesday, raising the report- 
ed death toll to 18. The 
interior Ministry, responsi- 
ble for internal security, 
confirmed 12 deaths. 

At least 23 people have 
been pulled out alive since 
Sunday, but until the two 
women were rescued at 
about the same time, 21 
hours had gone by without 
anyone being found alive, 
police said. As many as 150 
people were in the building, 
officials said. 

At daybreak, the govern- 
ment sent dozens of soldiers 
to cordon off the site in the 
middle-class Cairo neigh- 
bourhood. 


Rescue workers com- 
plained that thousands of 
people were milling about 
the collapsed building, 
hampering the rescue oper- 
ation. 

Nine people were arrested 
Monday for scavenging at 
the site, which was littered 
with parts of bathtubs, bath- 
room tiles, mattresses, even 
pages of university lecture 
notes. 

Workers pulled out 
Miksche and the other 
woman, identified by the 
hospital as Noha FawzL 
soon after dawn. 

Ms. Miksche, from Los 
Angeles, was on the build- 
ing’s second floor when it 
collapsed, said Noha 
Wagih, a friend at the hospi- 
tal. 

During the 36 hours 
beneath the ruins, she could 
hear the cries for help of 
other survivors, Ms.Wagih 
said Sniffing dogs located 
her, alerting workers who 
followed her screams, Ms. 
Wagih said. 

’’She is perfectly fine,’’ 
Ms.Wagih told the 
Associated Press. ‘T am 
amazed how she came out 
in high spirits.” 

But her mother, an 
American of Egyptian ori- 
gin, was still missing. The 
building’s owner, Raouf 
Wissa Ibrahim, is being 
held in preventative custody 


for four days charged with 
"extreme negligence and 
non-premeditated murder." 

Two engineers who were 
supervising renovation of a 
bank on the ground floor, 
Ahmad Mahmoud Ryad 
and Asharaf A1 Bukhari, 
were also taken into preven- 
tative custody on the same 
charges as Mr. Ibrahim, 
judicial sources said. 

The Egyptian government 
appealed for more help 
Tuesday, and Japanese res- 
cue workers were expected 
to arrive on Wednesday. 

Building construction is 
notoriously shoddy in 
Cairo. 

The municipality has 
recorded 690,000 violations 
of building permits in recent 
years, said Major Genera 
Mustafa Kamel, the deputy 
governor of Cairo. Builders 
often add floors beyond the 
number allowed on their 
permits and contractors 
cheat on materials. 

Among the dead was a 
Jordanian, who had been 
visiting an X-ray clinic in 
the building, and a 
Palestinian man who lived 
in one of the apartments. 

Relatives of two Saudi 
Arabian officials were miss- 
ing and still feared under 
the nibble. The majority of 
residents in the building 
were believed to be 
Egyptian. 



Thatcher knows how 
to make an entrance^ 

SPARTANBURG. South 
Carolina (AP) — Margaret 
Thatcher knows how to 
make an entrance. The for- 
mer British prime minister 
surprised organisers of a 
charity event last week by 
requesting “America the 
Beautiful” for her arrival, 
not “God save the Queen” 
The Easley High School 
band easily complied. 
Thatcher. 71. spoke wjttt; 
donors to the Spartanlx&g 
regional Medical Centre 
Foundation and then went 
to a private home for tea. 
The first female prime min- 
ister, dubbed the “iron 
lady.” served from 1979 to 
1990. 

Britain’s ‘Road 
To Hell’ marks 
10th birthday 

LONDON (Rj — The M25, 
the orbital motorway around 
Loudon often called the 
world's largest car park 
because of chronic traffic 
jams, is 10 years old Tuesday. 
Immortalised in the pop song 
“Road To Hell,” the 185-kfio- 
metres M25 is the longest 
city bypass in the world and 
is Europe's busiest road, used 
by about 700,000 cars during 
the morning rush hour From 
the day it was opened in 1986 
by then — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, the £1 
billion ($1.6 - billion) ring 
road has been criticised. The 
environmental group Friends 
of the Earth calls the M25 a 
“complete failure" because it 
encouraged people to aban- 
don public transport in favour 
of the motor car. 

Kennedy Xmas 
card, cheque sold 
for $80,000 

MINNEAPOLIS (R) — A 
cheque dial John F. Kennedy 
sent to baseball great Mickey 
Mantle to pay off a bet an«$* 
Christmas card the late presi- 
dent signed just before his 
death were sold for $80,000, a 
memorabilia firm said. Asset 
Marketing Services Inc. said 
the two items were sold to a 
collector in New York who 
was not named. Kennedy sent 
a $100 check to Monde after 
losing a well-publicised 
round of golf to the late slug- 
ger in 1962. Mantle returned 
the check to the White House 
un cashed. The Christmas card 
was to have been the White 
House Christmas card of 
1963. Kennedy had signed 
some of the cards just before 
his assassination in 
November of that year. Both 
items were acquired from tbe 
estate of Evelyn Lincoln. 
Kennedy's personal secretary, 
who had destroyed the rest of 
the Christmas cards. The 
check was sold for $35,000 
while the card was bought for 
$45,000, it said. 

Man held in 
‘trick pencil’ graduate 
test scheme 

NEW YORK (R) — A 
California man has been 
arrested for allegedly running 
a three-year scheme that lei 
people cheat on required 
graduate school admission 
exams by using pencils 
encoded with the answers, 
federal prosecutors said. 
George Kobayashi, 45, of 
Arcadia, was arrested on two 
fraud charges filed in 
Manhattan Federal Court 
alleging he operated his test- 
cheating scheme from 
November 1993 until the pre- 
sent. If convicted of the two 
charges, Mr Kobayashi faces 
a possible maximum prison 
term of 10 years and fines of 
$500,000. The complaint says 
Mr. Kobayashi’s American 
Test Centre Company adver- 
tised a “unique" method of 
preparing students for the 
tests for a $6,000 fee. 
Applicants were given coded 
answers on pencils that test, 
takers took into the exam 
with them, prosecutors said. 
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